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THE FIRST LAYMAN IN AMERICA 
AUBREY FULLERTON 


The Parisian lawyer was more than merely a 


It was three hundred and ten years ago that 
the first lay worker in America began to do and 
to teach. The real beginning of laymen’s mis- 
sions, that is to say, was in 1606. A very few 
clerics had come to the New World before that 
date, and had given a faint religious coloring 
to the colonizing schemes of the pioneer French 
and Spanish adventurers; but what they did 
was without anything more than the passive ap- 
proval of the men who brought them. One would 
perhaps hardly expect it otherwise. The hap- 
pily surprising thing is that so early in our his- 
tory there did appear a Christian gentleman 
who had the instincts of a missionary and the 
ability to serve, and who undertook to do what 
there was then no preacher to do. 


This first Jayman was Marc Lescarbot, a 
lawyer from Paris. He seems to have been a 
clever and versatile man, well read in the law 
and literature of his day, but oppressed with a 
feeling that Europe was corrupt. When, there- 
fore, the opportunity came to him to join the 
expedition of Barcn de Poutrincourt to New 
France, he gladly availed himself of it, both ‘‘to 
flee an evil world” and to see the wonders of a 
new one. 


In July 1606 the expedition landed at Port 
Royal, which is now the town of Annapolis, in 
Nova Scotia. There a fort was built, some 
ground tilled, and a beginning made for what 
was hoped to be a permanent settlement. Dur- 
ing the year that followed, the fifteen French- 
men who occupied this primeval fort were the 
only white men in all America north of Span- 
ish Florida. The picture is a very suggestive 
one—a handful of Europeans living their own 
remote but contented life in the midst of a vast 
wilderness, with only savages for neighbors, 
and all the rest of the continent unknown and 
empty. It was here that laymen’s work began. 


Lescarbot was something of a poet and very 
considerably an historian. After his return to 
France he wrote a very racy and readable story 
not only of his own experiences but of the first 
settlements of North America in general. In 
this history he tells how he and his fourteen 
companions spent that lonely winter of 1606-07 
in the northern wilds. The organized an “Or- 
der of Good Times,” in which each member of 
the party took his turn as host of the day, with 
feasting and merriment that never failed. But, 
says Lescarbot, “in the evening, after all had 
gone to their rooms amid cackle, noise, and din, 
I shut myself up in my study to read or write.” 


writer of verses or a student of books. In his 
own-way he was a theologian too, and the fact 
that there was no priest,in the party led nat- 
urally to another service in which he was as 
efficient as in that of head gardener. Lescarbot 
was a Catholic, but his broadness of views and 
keen appreciation of spiritual values show on 
many pages of his history. A hint of the true 
missionary zeal that was in him—the first argu- 
ment for missiong in America on record—is 
given in this quotation from one of his early 
chapters: 

“Tt is a shame to our religion that the Pro- 
testant ministers of La Rochelle pray to God 
daily in their meetings for the conversion of 
these poor savage tribes, and that our Church- 
men do not the like. Shortly before our de- 
parture, I took thought to ask the Vicar of La 
Rochelle if one of his colleagues could not be 
found who would be willing to come with us. 
But I could get nothing out of them, and was 
given as excuse that none would go on such a 
voyage, unless impelled by great zeal and piety. 

“TI remember having frequently heard M. de 
Poutrincourt say that when he was at court 
after his first voyage, a court Jesuit asked him 
what hopes could be cherished for the con- 
version of the tribes of New France, and 
whether they were numerous. To this he re- 
plied that one might win one hundred thousand 
souls for Jesus Christ, giving a definite number 
in place of speaking vaguely. This good father, 
making light of the number, thereupon ex- 


where Lescarbot 
taught the first Bible class in America, 1606-07. 
(From Champlain’s drawing) 


The old fort at Port Royal, 


9&5 


claimed with wonder, ‘Is that all’ as if such a 
matter was not worth one man’s time. And yet 
were there the hundredth part thereof, or even 
less, it should not be left to perish. * * * * * * 
We are taught, and I hold it true, that if there 
had been but one man to save, our Lord Jesus 
Christ would not have disdained to come for 
his sake, as He has done for the sake of us 
all. And so we must not hold these poor tribes 
so cheap, even though they do not swarm in 
numbers as in Paris or Constantinople.” 


~ With so good and generous an understanding 
of Christian service and duty, Lescarbot was 
clearly marked for that service himself, in the 
absence of a priest. Like many another good 
layman, he was modest enough to wait until a 
superior officer put it before him, but he then 
rose to the situation. He writes: 


“T am not ashamed to say that when asked 
by our leader, M. de Poutrincourt, to bestow 
some hours of my toil in giving Christian teach- 
ing to our men, that they might not live as 
beasts, and might set to the savages an example 
of our manner of life, I did so, since it was ne- 
cessary, and I had been requested, regularly on 
Sunday, and sometimes on other occasions, al- 
most the whole time that we were there. And 
it was well that I had brought my Bible and 
some books, though without thought of this; 
for otherwise such a charge would have been 
very difficult, and would have caused me to 
excuse myself. Nor was my labor without fruit, 
many bearing me witness that never had they 
heard such a good exposition of Divine things, 
and that previously they had not known a single 
principle of the Christian doctrine, in which 
state indeed the greater part of Christendom is 
living. 

The Bible that the lawyer-teacher used was 
the Geneva version as revised by Calvin, but 
whther this shows a Protestant leaning, or was 
due merely to hig possession of that version in 


his library, is not indicated. He says, however, 
that he “freely spoke out the truth with right 
Gallican liberty.” : 

Is it not a pleasant and a somewhat surpris- 
ing picture? A Bible class in the primeval 
woods, with its membership made up of four- 
teen men a long way from home, and latterly a 
few friendly Indians; a Parisian barrister in 
charge of that class, expounding the Scriptures 
with doubtless as much force and liveliness as 
he had formerly argued cases in court; and on 
Sundays the regular services of praise and wor- 
ship, under this same layman’s leadership, in 
which for the first time in America the mission- 
ary gospel was interpreted in a free and evan- 
gelical spirit as applying to its own shores and 
peoples. That was good work for the first lay- 
man to do. 

The particular experiment which Poutrin- 
court’s expedition had set out to make did not 
succeed. Bad news came in the spring of 1607, 
and the colony was broken up for the time. 
Lescarbot returned to France and to his world 
of letters and affairs. Champlain, another of 
the moving spirits in the party, went home only 
to return later as the founder of French Canada. 
Who knows what strengthening of his moral 
purpose and what enriching of his really great 
character, as worked out in the empire building 
he afterwards did so well and ably, may not 
have come to him as he sat through the long 
winter of 1606-07 in the lawyer’s Bible class? 

We will do well to remember this Mare Les- 
carbot, this versatile, broad-minded, missionary 
enthusiast, who in one short year, through his 
many interests, his warmth of heart, and his 
unfailing good sense, left an impress upon the 
early life of the New World. The work he did, 
three centuries and more ago, is all the more 
noteworthy because he did it as the first active 
layman in America, the first Sunday School 
teacher, the first exponent and practitioner of 
laymen’s missions. 


Making the Church Building Useful 
Wm. L. Stidger 


What right has a church, usually located on 
one of the finest corners in a town or city, to 
occupy that valuable space unless the plant is 
being used for some service to the community 
from one end of the week to the other? 

“None!” we the preachers, and we the mem- 
bers must answer. If we do not the world will. 
And it has a perfect right to give that short but 
straight from the should answer. 

“None!” 


And it is because of a constant and an earn- 
est desire to make God’s house useful to the 
community in which it is located, a city of 50,- 
000 population that I have evolved some ideas 
that may be helpful to others. For I, among 
many ministers do not feel that this beautiful 
church structure has any right to occupy this 
prominent corner if it is not of constant service. 

It gets pretty hot here in the summer. As I 
write this article it is close to 100 degrees. It is 
the middle of June. For a week past I have 
noticed old men, exhausted with the heat half 
prone on the big stone steps that lead into the 
main entrance of my church. This main en- 
trance is barred with big iron gates also. I 


have not only seen old men half prostrated with 
the heat sitting on these steps, but I have seen 
many women waiting for cars in the blazing 
sunlight just outside the doors of the church. 

Each day as I step into the big, beautiful 
closed auditorium of the church I have noticed 
how cool, and restful it is. I almost instinc- 
tively sit down for a minute in one of the pews 
for rest. The eight or ten beautiful art win- 
dows produce an atmosphere of worship and 
meditation. 


And so I conceived the idea of opening the 
church doors for all who desire to come in and 
hide from the heat. I have had a beautiful 
Poster invitation printed in a cool shade of 
green: 
S IT’S COOL 
INSIDE OF THIS 

CHURCH. 
AS COOL AS A SHADY WOOD WITH WATER 
TUMBLING OVER A FALL. 
IT’S A HAPPY PLACH FOR— 
REST, 
PRAYER, 
MEDITATION, 
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WHILE YOU LOOK AT THE TEN BEAUTI- 
FUL ART WINDOWS. 
THE DOORS ARE OPEN— 
YOU ARE MOST WELCOME. 

I wondered whether people would take ad- 
vantage of this delightfully beautiful and cool 
auditorium. I have been astonished at the ac- 
tual results. The first morning I counted twenty 
men and women who stepped into the church 
for a few minutes each. One poor old man 
stayed an hour. It was plain to be seen that 
he was just honest-to-goodness tired. A wonan 
came with an arm full of bundles. She had been 
shopping. She said, “It’s a God-send! It’s a God- 
send! I was never inside this church before, but 
you bet I’ll come next Sunday. If you care that 
much about people, I’ll come!” 

Once in a while I see a man or a Woman cross 
themselves as they enter this Methodist Church, 
but why not? If that is worship to them I am 
glad. They looked bewildered at not seeing the 
familiar stations but they rested themselves. 
Which leads me to inquire why it is that we 


Protestants should allow the Catholic church to | 


monopolize the ‘“Open-every-day-in-the-week”’ 
idea anyhow? Many a time I’ve stepped into a 
cool, restful Catholic church to get away from 
the heat, and for a rest myself. 


At noon it’s a good idea to add to this com- 
fort a short organ recital for shop girls and 
boys and men and women. The streets are too 
hot to walk. Even the parks are not cool, but 
inside a big church it is cool. Iced water is a 
good addition, or lemonade if you wish. 

The second day we had this sign out and the 
doors open more than fifty people took advan- 
tage of the invitation and few of them had I 
ever seen before. 

If you want to preach to them put some 
beautiful art Posters up around the church with 
Gospel messages on them. These silent mes- 
sengers in the sacred atmosphere of the church 
often preach wonders and reach wonders. 

It halts me up, with a jerk; the thought that 
thousands of churches in cities might be doing 
this service in the summer time for folks. I 
know that many a time I have walked the 
streets of New York, Boston, Pittsburgh, Cleve- 
land, Chicago, St. Louis and other cities on hot 
summer days and such an invitation, and such 
an opportunity to rest my weary feet and body 
and soul, in a quiet church would have been 
seized with eagerness and I would have re- 
membered for many a day the church that 
served me in that practical way. 


Will You Keep the Wolf From the Door of the World? 
—‘Save the Waste and Win the War.” 


If you knew a man who grew up in Iowa, 
graduated in mining engineering from Leland 
Stanford, made a state geological survey, be- 
came manager of mines in Australia, then in 
charge of the Chinese Imperial Bureau of 
Mines, helped defend Tren-Tsin in the Boxer 
Rebellion, represented bond holders in con- 
struction of a Chinese harbor, had managed or 
owned large concerns in Burma and Russia, and 
had offices in London, San Francisco and New 
York—you would listen to him. And after listen- 
ing for five minutes you would follow his com- 
mands. 

This man became chairman of the American 
Relief Commission in London and then became 
head of the Belgium relief. 

This man,Herbert C. Hoover, asks you to eat 
one wheatless meal and one meatless meal each 
day. He asks you, but remarks that if you 
don’t that later on we may come to the rigid 
food-card system of Germany. He asks you to 
do this that we may feed our allies and win the 
war. 

I say he asks you. As a member of a Christan 
church he asks you to do this and he says 
practically that the Christian church, founded 
on self-sacrifice is the organization on which he 
depends to produce inspiration and maintain the 
patience necessary to make this voluntary pro- 
gram successful. Writers of modern fiction 
have looked out through their monocles and 
said the church is selfish and hypocritical and 
weak. This man who manages men and dc- 
partments of nations, says the church is one 
permanent organization that can marshal and 
maintain interest in a program of self-denial 
that will win the war. His associates, Dr. Wilbur 
and Mr. Cullen, who gave up his position 
as traffic manager of a large railway, called at- 
tention to the reflex influence on the church. 


A self-sacrificing church has been a growing 
church—and an intensely spiritual church. The 
last few years our increase has dropped below 
two percent. A spirit of self-sacrifice draws 
real men and real women much stronger than a 
spirit of self-satisfaction. 


Voluntary food cards will go to every family 
in the United States, but Mr. Hoover and his as- 
sociates are looking to the members of Christ’s 
church to keep up the interest of this self-sac- 
rifice of which Christ himself was the great ex- 
ample. 


Will they be disappointed? Here is the great- 
est opportunity to express the practical side of 
Christ’s teachings. My ultra spiritual friend 
may say this is materialism, and the church 
and its members has nothing to do with it. Read 
Mark 8:19-21. 


Don’t blame this necessary self-sacrifice or 
pains-taking on the war. Without war in ten 
years or less, rising prices caused by waste and 
carelessness would have forced a food system 
upon us. Our Father has showered the riches 
of grain and fruit on us until we are surfeited 
and overloaded. And we forgot to thank Him. 
We became well-to-do and demanded:a delivery 
system for what we bought that added one to 
four percent. to the the cost of food and cloth- 
ing. And the poor who went after their food 
had to pay the increase—that we might not have 
to carry a package on the streets. Our pros- 
perity instead of making us frugal, sharing with 
famine-stricken in other lands has made us 
aristocratic and ease-loving. And in some 
cases, and in Some churches—the God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified. Now we are going to 
remember and glorify the God who sustains and 
blesses us so bountifully. 
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Why is this going to succeed, because 90 per- 
cent. of the American food consumption passes 
through the hands of women, and when the 
women, the Christian women of America set 
their hands to the plough, there will be no turn- 
ing back. Women who do their own work will 
be the greatest factor and women who have 
maids or hired girls are going to get back on 
the job and manage their own kitchens. They 
should at least learn to do so, for in England 
women have had to take men’s places. 

There is another reason why this self-sacri- 
fice should appeal to women, because the burden 
of food shortage in warring countries is falling 
on the women and particularly on the children. 

Now, we are going to save because it is right, 
and we will be the better for it physically, and 
the spiritual is always clearest when we are 
not full. But we are going to save so that 
women and children may not go hungry. 

The Expositor Editor was called to Washing- 
ton by Mr. Hoover, who “desired your council 
in a conference with him and his associates in 
the work of food conservation.” The Expositor 
pledged its 15,000 pastor readers to the program 
and placed before Mr. Hoover the request that 
in addition to saving food, that each Christian 
family be enabled by means of parcel post rate 
reduction to send a pound of food a week to suf- 
fering children or soldiers in France or Bel- 
gium. This was going the second mile, but we 
know the kind of pastors who believe in The 
Expositor and its methods, and they can lend 
their members to this higher plane of food con- 
servation, by giving what they save—unselfish 
in the highest degree. 

The Expositor made a further suggestion 
which may not be made public at this time. 

Some Sunday during September, the month 
with the harvest moon, you are going to preach 
on Food Conservation, and give cards to be 
signed in every home. If these pledge cards 
have not been furnished you by any one, tell 
us how many names you have in your parish 
and we will send the cards—fac-simile on this 
page—free of charge. These should be signed 
and sent to Washington. : 


TO THE FOOD ADMINISTRATOR, 
.WASHINGTON, D. CG. 


FACTS FOR FOOD CONSERVATION | 
SERMONS. 


A single pound of bread saved each week in 
each family (by cutting your bread as needed, 
instead of slicing a plateful) will enable us to 
export 20,000,000 bushels of wheat. 

Cutting bread three-fours instead of a half 
inch thick will save thousands of pounds of 
butter, 

A saving of two cents each meal every day 
for each person, will save the nation for war 
purposes $2,000,000,000 per annum. 

Eat one meatless meal a day. Cattle and hogs 
are decreasing at an alarming rate. High prices 
of meat before the war was evidence of that. 
Under no circumstances eat veal or*lamb, or 
you may be without shoes or woolen clothing. 

Save fats. We eat three times as much fat 
as is necessary to maintain heat in our bodies. 

Use no butter in cooking, less on _ table, 
less lard, less bacon, pork. Increase fish—not 
the canned kind, potatoes, beans, peas, turnips, 
cabbages, vegetables. ; 

Increase on corn, buckwheat, rye and rice. 

Save transportation, buy from local millers, 
packers, etc. 

Clean your plates and starve the garbage 
can. ; 

The shortage of cereals in the allied coun- 
tries is 400,000,000 bushels. 

The church has insisted on temperance in 
alcoholic drinks. Let us prove ourselves sin- 
cere by being temperate in food. Over indul- 
gence in food dulls the spiritual and mental ap- 
petite. 

Mr. Geo. A. Cullen, traffic manager of the 
Lackawanna railroad, says that a program of 
self-denial cannot be carried on continuously by 
political organizations. They have not enough 
moral passion to put it over. Such a program, 
he added, must be backed by the self-denial and 
sacrifice, found only in the churches. 

Herewith you will find a sample of the Food 
Administration card. If these have not reached 
your membership, or a considerable number 
who will sign, send us. 


I AM GLAD TO JOIN YOU IN THE SERVICE OF FOOD CONSERVATION FOR OUR 
NATION AND I HEREBY ACCEPT MEMBERSHIP IN THE UNITED STATES FOOD ADMINIS- 
TRATION, PLEDGING MYSELF TO CARRY OUT THE DIRECTIONS AND ADVICE OF THE 
FOOD ADMINISTRATOR IN MY HOME, INSOFAR AS MY CIRCUMSTANCES PERMIT. 


IN@mie fsshopsiscatete rave elaine shave esc saccois Prstorh Xs avatcva 4 URN I ea viele teh al aiclay a are eerie POR ORO r en Dee a 
Gtieab, fe ici Sun axa BUS ARR, Regs Clty calscn ais sgn Samii ao aes tae ‘ 
Slate re stes ee ie oyna ai cites Occupatlony. ss cincnsuccigterositianids ornate eicN <ARS cha a 
Number in Household......,:..,.. Occupation of Breadwinner.... 0.0.0. ccs cceecceceecccveceercee ‘ 


Have you a garden? 
Thére are no fees or dues to 
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be paid. The Food Administration wishes to have as members all of 


those actually handling food in the home. All women over sixteen are eligible. 


DIRECTIONS 


Mail your pledge card to the Food Administrator, 


Washington, D. C., and you will receive 


FREE your first instructions and a household tag to be hung in your window. 

If, in addition, you would like to have the official button of the Food Administration and a 
sleeve badge bearing the insignia of the Administration, send ten cents and a return addressed 
envelope with your pledge card, and one or both of these, as requested, will be sent you. 
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* Pioneers in Food Conservation. 
W. B. Matteson, D. D., in the Congregationalist. 


Will God forgive the meanness that makes 
such sacrifice necessary? 


I have not infrequently asked ministers on 
small salaries how they ever managed to live on 
such incomes. Rarely have I been able to get 
from them any coherent explanation. Almost 
invariably they have ended by saying, “Ask my 
wife.” So I have asked the wife. Here are 
twenty-three letters from wives of ministers, 
telling “How I Made Ends Meet.” 

Playing the Game. 

, The most impressive thing about these letters 
is the unfaltering courage, the unfailing good 
humor of these women. The letters are sad, 
because the facts they relate are sad. One good 
woman, to whom they were submitted, con- 
fessed she could not read them; they hurt her 
so! Others who have read them have written 
with mingled pity and fury that such things 
should be. But the writers of these letters do 
not pity themselves. No note of complaint is 
anywhere sounded. ‘Stevenson converted dolor- 
ous mischance into happy adventure. These 
women have transformed pinching economy into 
a fascinating game. “The task,” says one, “be- 
came a game to play, a game the more glorious 
to win, because it is so hard to master.” “He 
will surely help us to play the game to the end,” 
writes another. After describing a pastorate 
particularly trying, on its economic side, a third 
writes: ‘‘We never enjoyed work more than on 
this field.” A fourth writes: “There is great 
joy in making ends meet when two walk to- 
gether and are agreed.” 

By Doing Without, é 

One woman writes that the whole story can 
be told in three words: “By doing without.” 
Perhaps not the whole story, but much of it cer- 
tainly lies in these words. These women have 
had no abiding place. Life has been a succes- 
sion of movings. “By and by we were wander- 
ing again, always spending our scanty savings 
for moving expenses * * * * Probably we shall 
have to stay here until they turn us out, as the 
salary is too small to save even moving ex- 
penses!” One of the little tragedies—not so 
very little after all—has been the inability to 
visit their old homes. “I visit my mother once 
in two years. I cannot go oftener; it costs $25.” 
They have gone without the nice things women 
love. “Of course, new clothes were out of the 
question.” “Our clothes were a series of resur- 
rections and transformations, mostly of other 
people’s cast-offs.”” When new clothes have to 
be bought they are bought cheap at sales, re- 
gardless of style or fit, to be made over as need 
required. Their tables are often bare, not only 


‘of luxuries—to these they never aspire—but 
often of what most of us regard as necessities. 


One who fared better than most writes: “We 
have bread, butter and coffeé for breakfast; 
whatever there i8 for dinner; butter, bread and 
cocoa for supper.” More typical is she who 
writes: ‘We had butterine instead of butter; 
corn and oatmeal in preference to prepared 
cereals; no coffee or tea; no meat except on 
Saturday. (I found that meat on Saturday put 
the preacher in good shape for Sunday.)” Do 
you know how to cook frozen potatoes so that 


they shall be mealy, though “not so nourish- 
ing”? I do. A minister’s wife told me. Can 
you cook without eggs, starch without starch, 
breakfast four for less than a penny, and feed 
your family on fifty cents each a week? Did 
you know that freshly fallen snow is a “fair 
substitute for eggs’? These women know all 
these things and many more. Cake in these 
homes is a holiday and birthday treat. “Why, 
mamma, do we not sometimes pray for cake?” 
inquired one little girl. “We always pray for 
bread.” They have their little fancies, these 
women. One bought a brown dress at a sale, 
because it was cheap, and found herself con- 
demned to wear only brown for several years 
thereafter, ‘and I always did so want a blue 
dress.” Another has longed all her life for a 
kodak—and is still longing! “I often,” writes 
one, “look at the nice things in the store win- 
dows and wish I had some of them, but I pass 
on and forget it.” 


Something from Nothing. 

But it is not simply a going without. These 
women know “the pleasure of creating some- 
thing from almost nothing.’ “Once I pur- 
chased a straw hat for each of the girls, a 
wreath and a ribbon for each, trimmed them 
and had three neat hats for less than a dol- 
lar. They have worn them three summers.” 
“She shrinks from revealing with what pains- 
taking care she took up the old carpet from the 
living room floor, its threads so attenuated that 
she could not whip it; but after laboriously 
brushing it clean, pasted tough paper over the 
faded side and tacked it in place. It not only 
lasted two years, but was easier to sweep.” 
They learned to utilize the last scrap of food, 
the least remnant of cloth. They do all their 
own work, make their own clothes and the 
clothing of their children, and even “her hus- 
band has worn in his pulpit home-made trous- 
ers, vests, shirts, and black, unlined summer 
coats, and no one suspected.” I confess that I 
had misgivings about that until another woman, . 
not alone by any means, told of cutting down 
and making over “as good as new” a secretary’s 
cast-off Prince Albert. After that I was ready 
to believe there is nothing these women cannot 
do! And if sometimes the substitute or made- 
over failed of complete success the family, too, 
were playing the game. Said one small boy to 
his father: “When mother darns my under- 
clothing, the wind gets through ,because it isn’t 
quite so thick as the cloth. But don’t you ever 
tell her, father; she’d feel so bad.” 


Earning Money. 
Most of these women have not only skimped 
and saved and gone without; they have, in one 
way or another, added to the family income. 
They have baked and brewed and canned and 
sold the products of their labor. One packed 
seeds and sold them through her grocer. “The 
discarded garments, all newspapers, pieces of 
lead, copper or iron, rubbers, such as old jar 
rubbers, are carefully saved and sold twice a 
year. Sometimes this amounts to $2 a year.” 
They do sewing, sometimes for their neighbors, 
sometimes for stores or manufacturers. One 
earned much needed furniture this. way; an- 
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other took her pay in wood for the winter’s fire. 
Some have taken lodgers. Others accept 
agencies for “useful articles.” 
store three days a week. Several give music 
lessons. Some raise chickens. Another writes 
of herself: “I have helped now and then to the 
the extent of a V or an X by writing for the 
press. Preferring to hide identity behind some 
convenient pseudonym, I have sat at home, busy 
with my needle and listened quietly, while my 
husband and son discussed my latest contribu- 
tion to their favorite periodical; the son’s 
tribute being, ‘That fellow knows what he’s 
talking about.’ In these ways, and many like 
them, have I and other wives of unobservant 
gentlemen of the cloth made ends meet and 
sometimes lap.” 

Providence and Prayer. ; 

These women believe in God. They believe 
in a God who loves them and cares for them— 
a God who answers their prayers. A woman, 
whose family lived in an eight by ten tent, be- 
cause they could not afford to pay rent, writes: 
“One morning we sat in our tent-home, facing 
each other, at the end of our resources. We 
had no food on hand, no money, the treasury of 
the church was empty, the stores did not extend 
credit to ministers (!), and we were in real 
want. There was only one thing to do, and we 
did it. Scarcely had we risen from our knees 
when a couple came to be married. The wed- 
ding fee made the ends meet for two weeks 
more.” Another: “It was Saturday, and we 
had no money and no food for Sunday. We 
waited upon God, and while we were yet speak- 
ing the postman brought $5 in a letter—‘a gift 
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of love’ from a friend. God did provide.” 
“Well,” says one, in view of such experiences,! 
“our salary can scarcely be called adequate,’ 
but the deficit is made up in ways unlooked for, 
and if, at the end of it all, we have little, what 
does it matter? We shall be rich in experience 
with him.” . 

Is It True Economy? 

There is just one aspect of this whole matter 
that really troubles these ministers’ wives. To 
“play the game” to go without, to make the 
most of small resources, to add to the family in- 
come by outside labor—they do not complain of 
these things in themselves. But they do wonder 
if this is really the way in which they should 
spend their best strength. “Such work,” says 
one, “takes much of my time that I would pre- 
fer to use in study and work among the people; 
but it is the only way I know to clothe and feed 
my family on so small an income.” Says an- 
other: ‘When appearances must be kept up on 
little money, somebody must pay in other cur- 
rency. I paid—by working overtime. Event- 
ually it cost me my health. Now, in my prime, 
I am of little use to any church—and still 
stretching ends!” “Yes, we made ends meet, 
but in the process much that was best in life 
was squeezed out. It meant the giving up by 
my husband of many things that were so neces- 
sary to his best usefulness. It meant broken 
health, for nature exacted her toll, and now that 
my husband has ‘entered into his rest’ and I 
have still two growing children, the problem 
is yet a difficult one. Was it, after all, true 
economy on the part of the church?” 

I wonder. Was it? . 


CHRIST CONSERVING FOOD 


REMBERT G. 


“When they were filled he said unto his 
disciples, gather up the fragments, that 
nothing be lost.”—John 6: 12. 


The attention of the people had been drawn 
to the Master because of His miracles of heal- 
ing and in great numbers they were following 
him. Even when He sought the silence and the 
solitude of the mountain side that He might 
pray, the people came to Him and in their eager- 
ness seem to have forgotten that they would be 
hungry. When Jesus saw their plight He was 
moved with compassion for them. He was the 
Son of Man who knew all the needs of men 
and ministered to them in deeds of inclusive 
service. He was not, like John the Baptist, a 
man of the wilderness; rather was He the gen- 
ial guest at the marriage in Cana who relieved 
the embarrassment of his hostess by turning the 
water into wine, and himself the bounteous host 
spreading an ample meal for the multitude on 
the green sward of the Galilean hillside. 


Nor was this interest of Jesus in the physical 
needs of men an indirect interest. He did not 
pretend to be concerned about their bodies in 
order that he might minister to their souls. It 
is true that He was disapointed because the 
people were sometimes satisfied with the bread 
that perisheth, and cared little for that which 
endureth unto everlasting life; but we are not 
to conclude from that fact that He regretted 
having healed the sick or having fed the hungry. 
Jesus appreciated and asserted the importance 
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of the bodies of men and as He revealed God 
to men who need food and clothes He said: 
“Your Heavenly Father Knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things.” 


In innumerable instances Jesus ministered to 
the bodies of men and as He did, so should His 
disciples do. John Wesley well understood this 
when he put into the General Rules of the Metl:- 
odist Church the following: “It is expected of 
all who continue in these societies that they 
shall continue to evidence their desire of salva- 
tion; secondly, by doing good, by being in every 
kind merciful after their power, as they have 
opportuuity, doing good of every possible sort, 
and, as far as possible, to all men; to their 
bodies, of the ability which God giveth, by giv- 
ing food to the hungry, by clothing the naked, 
by visiting or helping them that are sick or in 
in prison.” 

It is easy to believe the record as to the 
Master’s feeding of this multitude. Being what 
He was He could not but compassionate them 
in their hunger and having the power to feed 
them He was: sure to use that power. Christ 
helped men when it was in His power to do so 
and by this law also should the ministries of 
His disciples to their fellowmen be governed. 
They are responsible up to the limit of their 
ability and no excuse for not serving will be ac- 
ceptable except that of sheer inability to help 
and no deception will be possible as to the mat- 
ter of our resourcés. 
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I. In feeding the multitude Jesus required 
human co-operation. The disciples and the lad 
with the five barley loaves and the two small 
fishes, and the people who were commanded to 
sit down in groups—all had something to do 
before the meal, miraculous though it was, was 
ready to be eaten. Human obedience was pre- 
liminary, and we may believe, necessary to the 
feeding of the multitude. If instead of obeying 
Him by taking their seats in groups about Him 
they had fallen to fighting He would not have 
fed them, and if the lad and the disciples had 
disregarded His directions they would not have 
shared in the meal nor have had the rare priy- 
ilege of being joint hosts with our Lord on this 
wonderful ocassion. 


This requirement of human co-operation in 
feeding the hungry hordes of men is a permanent 
one. “If any man will not work, neither shall 
he eat,” is a divine decree that has never been 
and will never be repealed, and the apostle 
sternly aserts: “If any man provide not for his 
own household he had denied the faith and is 
worse than an ifidel.” Nature under the easy 
control of God is ready to respond to man’s in- 


~ dustry and ingenuity so that there may be food 


enough and to spare, and man is able too to de- 
velop as Joseph did, the foresight and frugality 
necessary for future needs so that the yield in 
the seven fat years will suffice also for the 
seven lean years. As the race increases the 
task of feeding it grows greater, but man’s in- 
dustry and inventiveness increase in equal or 
greater ratio. 

It is only when men refuse to co-operate 
with God or directly disobedy His laws that 
they are threatened with hunger and even with 
starvation. Never was this more clearly shown 
than at the present time. For three years a 
large portion of the human race have been fight- 
ing instead of farming; they have beaten their 
plow-shares into swords and their pruning 
hooks into spears. Instead of improving the 
methods of deep sea fishing they have been 
making submarines and feeding folks to fishes 
rather than fishes to folks; instead of deep 
plowing they have been ruining their fertile 
fields by furrowing them with the deep trenches 
of warfare, and in place of irrigating them with 
water, they have deluged them with bood; in- 
stead of drawing upon the air for its limitless 
resources of nitrogen for the enrichment of the 
soil, they have been filling it with Zeppelins and 
aeroplanes. Verily the war lords have taken 
the children’s bread and given it to the dogs ot 
war. God is not justly to be charged with the 
responsibility for the grievous condition of the 
human race as regards the food supply. He 
has not withheld from us the early and the lat- 
ter rains. Our sins and they alone have sepa- 
rated us from the plenty which the good God in- 
tends us to have. 

II. In the second place we note that after 
Jesus had secured the co-operation of His dis- 
ciples and the lad, and the people had seated 
themselves on the ground about him, He gave 
thanks to God. As the Son of Man, He grate- 
fully acknowledged the agency of God ijn the 
provision of food for men. When this divine 
agency is forgotten by those who eat they sink 
to the low level of the brute or even to a deeper 
degradation, for the prophet wrote concerning 
the people of his day who were guilty of in- 


gratitude. “The ox knoweth his owner and the 
ass his master’s crib; but Israel doth not know, 
my people doth not consider.” Ingratitude is 
the deepest infamy of which the soul of man is 
capable and when it becomes prevalent, is the 
fore-runner of fearful and far-reaching woes. 
Unless the act of eating is spiritualized by a 
sense of hearty and humble gratitude to God, 
man as he masticates has lost all his dignity 
and might well look up at the superior swine 
a seek, though in vain, for equality with 
them. 


Is it true that modern man has come to rely 
upon his improved argricultural methods, his 
wisely chosen trade routes, and his powerful 
navies protecting his commerce—and has for- 
gotten to be grateful to God. In feeding him- 
self has he failed to pray, “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” We still thank God in our homes, 
especially in the humble ones, for the food we 
are about to eat, but when the feast is famous 
for its delicacy and variety and volume, not 
Belshazzer’s Babylonian banquet was eaten in 
any greater indifference and ingratitude to God 
than many a modern epicurean dinner. Hating 
religiously was one of the habits of the apostolie 
Christians, for we read that those early be- 
lievers “breaking bread from house to house, 
did eat their meat with gadness and singleness 
of heart, praising God.” 


III. In the third place we observe that when 
every man in the multitude had eaten enough 
the Master gave direction to His disciples that 
they gather up the fragments so that nothing 
be lost. To some, no doubt, it may seem strange 
that Jesus, who had the power to multiply food 
whenever He desired to do so, should give 
such a command as this but it is not hard to 
discover His reasons for it. He was not inaug- 
urating a permanent plan for providing food for 
the people, though they thought so, and accord- 
ingly wished to make Him their king. He de- 
sired to impress upon His disciples and the mul- 
titude that their food must be gotten as in the 
past and that to take scrupulous care of food is 
a fundamental human duty. 


Wilfully to waste is wantonly to sin. By it 
the co-operative activities of God and man are 
made abortive and those who might have been 
fed are forced to go on their weary way weak 
from hunger. It is idle to ask why God does 
not provide so bountifully for us that saving 
will be unnecessary. We need the dicipline of 
self denial and economy, and God in His wisdom 
and love seeks to save us from unlimited self- 
indulgence. What the Lord said to His disciples 
He says to all Christians, “Gather up the frag- 
ments that remain that nothing be lost.” Are 
we modern Christians, and especially those who 
live in the United States, obeying this command 
of our Lord? None who investigate as to the 
facts will say that we are. We are woefully 
and sinfully wasteful and it is well to turn at- 
tention to some of the items in our program of 
prodigality, in order that more clearly seeing 
our sins, we may more quickly repent for them. 


We are guilty of waste in that we take grain 
that might be turned into food and make beer 
and whiskey out of it, and we do this without 
waiting to see whether there is enough food for 
the hungry. It would be bad enough if we used 
for the making of intoxicants only the grain left 
over after the needs of humanity for bread had 
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been provided for, but in satisfying the abnormal 
appetite for alcoholic drinks we have never re- 
garded the principle that the food rights of men 
should have prior recognition. Nor should it be 
forgotten that the grain we use in the making 
of intoxicating drinks is worse than wasted as 
thus evilly transformed it weakens, debauches, 
and poisons those who drink it. It would be 
better that a blistering sun blast every stalk of 
grain which would otherwise be used in making 
strong drink. 


The quantities of barley, corn, rye and other 
useful products of the soil used every year in 
the United States for making intoxicants are im- 
mense. The figures are as follows: 56,000,000 
bushels of barley; 45,000,000 bushels of corn; 
3,000,000 bushels of rye; 55,000,000 pounds of 
grape sugar; 152,000,000 gallons of molasses, 
and 3,000,000 gallons of syrup, and besides these 
quantities used for making ardent spirits the 
brewers use 66,000,000 bushels of barley and 
corn for making beer. Dr. Irving Fisher of 
Yale University, after a careful investigation 
declares that the brewing and distilling in this 
country require grain out of which 11,000,000 
loaves of bread might be made every day. And 
while we worse than waste this, thousands of 
human beings are starving to death in Asia and 
EHurope, and we can almost hear the wolf of 
hunger howl as he approaches our own homes. 


We are further guilty of the waste of food 
through over-eating. The people of the United 
States are better fed than any nation in human 
history and the viands set before us are so varied 
and inviting that we frequently devour them in 
too great volumes and, as the saying is, “dig our 
graves with our teeth.” Gluttony is doubly 
wasteful—cursing the glutton who eats too 
much, and the poor man who because of it has 
too. little to eat. Our specialists on diseases of 
the stomach are overworked because of the 
widespread intemperance in eating of which we 
are guilty and we pay the penalty as we suffer 
from many preventable and premature maladies. 
No doubt the caustic German editor who said 
that the Americans are too fat to fight will 
find that he was mistaken, but it will be neces- 
sary for many of our soldiers to change their 
habits as to eating in order to become efficient 
warriors; and in this time of scarcity of food it 
is the duty of every citizens to show his pa- 
triotism by personal temperance in eating. The 
only bit that many can do will be to eat but a 
bit, and if thousands do this the saving will be 
considerable. 

As a people we are guilty also of wasting food 
through carelessness. Well informed §sta- 
tisticians declare that the annual food waste in 
our country from this source is the almost in- 
crediible total of $700,000,000, and to this shams 
fully large total nearly every household makes 
some contribution. Some of this waste is the 
result of ignorance and some of it is chargeable 
to indolent indifference on the part of the men 
and women of our land. As individuals it is 
our solemn duty to shake off the spirit of indif- 
ference as to this important matter and the goy- 
ernment is making efforts to vanquish the in- 
visible but almost invincible enemy which we 
call ignorance. The Federal Department of 
Agriculture is issuing for free distribution a 
series of Food Thrift Bulletins and these should 
find a place in every home and the valuable in: 


formation and suggestions they contain should 
receive serious attention. 

To economize is a fundamental religious duty 
which we owe not only to our own fellow citi- 
zens but to humanity at large. About us sit the 
hungry multitudes of men far more numerous _ 
than those whom the Master miraculously fed 
in the long ago, and we cannot send them away 
to buy food elsewhere for there is no where else 
for them to go. “Give ye them to eat,” says the 
Master to us, and we will be able to obey this 
command only as we save every fragment. From 
Armenia, Syria, Serbia, Belgium, and from other 
lands come the calls for help and we must re- 
spond to them. To do so is to the Christian not 
so much a war measure as an act of obedience 
to our Lord, who said of himself, “the Son of 
Man is come not to destroy men’s lives but to 
save them. 


THE VICARIOUS LIFE, OR THE SELECTIVE 
DRAFT AS A SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLE. 
Acts 9:15-16 
A—Is An Operative Principle In 
1—Nature—John 12:24. F 
2—Family life. Parent chosen to burden bear- 
ing, suffering, such as is imposible to chil- 
dren. 
David suffering for Absalom, II Sam. 18:33. 
Prodigal’s father waiting in suffering, while 
son had ‘“‘the time of his life.” 


38—In civic life. Popular choice for officers and 
legislators, &c. 
Local guards, “Guard for me.” 
Present draft, Selected to fight, suffer, die, 
for me. 
America sending her very best to defend 
our honor, our interests. 


B—Is Operative Principle In Realm of Spiritual. 
God the author of the selective draft. 


1—God chooses, or selects Abraham. Gen. 12:1. 
Barnabus and Saul, Acts 13:2. 

2—God drafts for service and suffering. “Text.” 
Not merely for personal salvation and 
Heaven. 

3—Supreme Example of selective draft. Heb. 
3:1-2, 5:4-5, ie. Christ was drafted. He be- 
came obedient and suffered for us. 

4—Eivery believer chosen, John 15:16. 
Are to be “in Christ’s stead.” II. Cor. 5:20. 
Simon, the Cyrenian, “On him laid cross.” 

C—The high honor thus conferred. 

2—To those chosen to serve country. 

2—To those chosen to serve Christ and the 
world 
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REV. G. R. MERRILL, 
Pastor Presbyterian Church, Deposit, N. Y. 


School Day Questions. 

What was school life like in Christ’s day? 

What does Christ wish us to do with our 
school days? 

How does school sharpen our talents for 
Christ’s service? 

What is the value of a Christian example in 
school? 

Why is the mere gathering of knowledge in 
school inadequate? 

How can we carry on evangelism among 
schoolmates? 

How can we protect ourselves from wrong in- 
fluences in school? 
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METHODS OF CHURCH WORK 
KING 


E. A. 


If we look back over the year and ask our- 
selves which is the most important month in 
the year for the church and its work we find 
it difficult to decide. September seems to some 
of us the most vital part of the year because it 
means beginning again. This is the month for 
rallying the forces and setting forth plans. It 
is a hard month because it is rally month. 
The summer has scattered the workers and in- 
terrupted habits of thought and action. At the 
same time there is great satisfaction in getting 
things started again. ; 

* * * 

Perhaps it will be well to suggest here that 
this month is a good time to map out a cam- 
paign for the next season’s work if it has not 
already been done. For example, suppose we 
put down a few of the great things of the year. 

1. Rally Day in September. 

2. Special meetings and denominational 
meetings in October. 

3. Current Expense and Benevolence 
Budgets or Every-Nember canvass in November. 

4. Christmas plans in December. 

5. Week of Prayer and annual business 
meetings in January. 

6. Washington and Lincoln days in Febru- 
ary. 

7. Missionary campaign in March. 

8. Sunday School evangelism in April or 
leading up to Easter. 

9. Mother’s and Father’s Days in May. 

10. Commencements and Children’s Day and 
Outings in June. 


11. Patriotic meetings—vacation period in 
July. 

12. Outdoor services—union meetings in 
August. 


The above arrangement of the year is inade- 
quate but it is intended to be suggestive. The 
secret of a year’s success is PLAN! PLAN! 
PLAN! Foresight is needed. One way to work 
out this sort of campaign is to take a large 
sheet of paper, divide it into weeks with the 
Sundays divided for morning and evening. The 
pastor should sit down with this chart hours at 
a time, for days, until he is able to forecast 
the program of the whole year! 

Tt is all tentative, but it is practical. He 
can even map out his sermons. Of course, he 
will show this to his wife, or to some deacon, 
or perhaps to his cabinet and before long he 
will get them interested. Some churches hold 
a Chautauqua Conference of all their workers 
in September and such a program as this is 
discussed at length. Finally a plan of some 
kind is adopted and the workers committed to 
it. If you have never tried such a method as 
this it would be wise to undertake it this year. 

* oe * 

At this writing we do not know what new 
phases the great war will show. We cannot 
forecast anything, but this editorial would be 


wholly inadequate without a reference to it. 
Through the Red Cross and the Army Y. M. C. 
A. we can do splendid service. The war is 
teaching the people many lessons. 

There is a “spiritual glory” in the war. The 
Christian spirit of good will is showing itself 
in the wonderful pouring out of money for 
works of mercy at home and abroad. The vast 
majority of American citizens are giving to re- 
lief funds for the needy in Europe and at home. 

The great changes in Russia and the setting 
up of Lincoln’s statue in Petrograd are un- 
heard of things before this age. National pro- 
hibition is coming. Write your representative 
and tell him it is a war measure. Men and 
women are being sobered in many ways and 
the words of H. G. Wells are coming true. He 
made Mr. Britling say, ‘Religion is the first 
thing and the last thing, and until a man has 
found God and been found by God he begins at 
no beginning, he works to no end.” 

Every reader of this paragraph should read 
H. G. Wells’ new book “God the Invisible King.” 
(Macmillan, New York, $1.25.) We are living 
in the most wonderful age of the world’s his- 
tory. As preachers of the Evangel of Love let 
us keep in touch with the progress of human 
thought. Yes, let us be leaders! 


* * * 


The Methods Department desires to be help- 
ful and practical. It can become more worth 
while to you and to all the brethren if you will 
sit down right now and make up a package 
of your printed matter, calendars, papers, etc., 
and send them to Rev. H. A. King, 73 South 
15th Street, San Jose, California. 


WHERE TO OBTAIN RALLY DAY MATERIAL. 


Church publishing houses and special church 
printers are now furnishing some really won- 
derful rally day material. We give a few names 
here for those who may not be familiar with 
them: 

Woolverton Printing and Publishing Co., 
Osage, Iowa. 

David C. Cook, Elgin, Ill. 

Goodenough & Woglom, 122 Nassau St., New 
York City. 

J. E. Bausman, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Pilgrim Press, Boston & Chicago. 

Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 

Meigs Publishing Co., Indianapolis, Ind. 
—Wnm. H. Dietz, 20 E. Randolph St., Chicago, I11. 


FELT BANNERETTES FOR RALLY DAY. 

The Westminster Press (and other church 
supply houses) are putting out little felt pen- 
nants which have printed on them these words, 
“We are counting on you for our rally day 
Service.” These are mailed to pupils and they 
are asked to wear them to the school on rally 
day. They are furnished with long brass pin 
for attaching to the clothing, four cents each 
or $3.50 per hundred. 
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WORDING FOR A RALLY DAY TELEGRAM. 
WL Oe is vrousye gsks sipvecets favs) svareielereieveras.e leis. sre! 

We need you at our special Rally Day Serv- 
ice next Sunday, and want you to tell others 
of our up-to-date school. Bring with you some 
member whom you have missed, or some one 
whom you feel should be one of us. Do not fail 
us. We are depending on your co-operation. 


A GOOD RALLY DAY POST CARD. 
These cards in color may be had of the West- 
minster Press at 60c per hundred or $2.75 for 
500. They have cards suitable for all ages. 


Send 5c for samples. 


OUR RALLY DAY SONG 


In our school, and in our ptay. 

Doing something every day. 

in Soldiers of salvation 

e right, There is always work to do 

For his soldiers brave and true, 

Work for me and work for you, 

Each in his own station. 
Coovrieht 1 910, by Geo. Wilmer 


So we'll march like soldiers true, 
While there's work for us to do, 
Christ will give us power, 

We will always fight and pray, 
Christ our Captain leads the way, 
He is with us every day, 

With us every hour. 


Little Soldiers we will be. 
Marching on to victory 
Under Christ's 
Always fighting 
Doing good with all our might. 
Jesus leads us to the fight. 
. Singing loud hosanna, 


HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF RALLY DAY. 

The following splendid suggestions are from 
the pen of Dr. A. A. McKinney and are found 
in a wise little pamphlet issued by David C. 
Cook: 


Like many special days that have come to be 
generally celebrated, Rally Day was probably 
observed in many ways and in many places long 
before it became widely known as a feature of 
Sunday School work. 

We have been able, however, to trace its 
origin quite far back of its popularization. Mr. 
E. W. Hawley, a verteran Sunday School worker 
of Brooklyn, says that the first Rally Day was 
instituted by Mr. Thomas J. Tilmey, who many 
years ago was Superintendent of the Central 
Congregational Sunday School of that city. His 
plan was to have three Rally Days each year, 
the first held on the last Sunday of March, the 
second on the last Sunday in June, and the 
third on the last Sunday of September, the 
design being to brace up the school for the 
work of the succeeding quarter. 

The aim was: Every class to have every 
member present. The principal method adopt- 
ed to secure this was for the teacher to write 
to every one belonging to the class. As a re- 
ward, the names of the classes perfect in at- 
tendance were printed on the blackboard. The 
results were: First, an increased attendance 
on Rally Day. Second, a higher average of at- 
tendance throughout the quarter. 

The time for rallying the membership is gen- 
erally the last Sunday in September. Most 
persons have returned from vacation trips and 
the public schools have reopened by that time. 
Then again it seems to be the fitting time to 
get into good shape for the work of the new 
quarter and of the winter. 


The SUCCESS of RALLY DAY will depend, 
on four very important items: 

1. The preparations that are made before- 
hand. 

2. The publicity that is given to the proposed 
Rally. ; 

3. The power that is put into the carrying 
out of the prepared program. ‘ 

4. The conserving and the using of what 
has been gained on Rally Day. ; 

The PREPARATIONS should begin far in 
advance of the day. The regular work of the 
school should be interfered with as little as 
possible. The preparatory work should be di- 
vided among a number of persons so as not to 
overburden a few. Those who are to take part 
in the exercises should have their work defin- 
itely marked out for them, and should be al- 
lowed ample time in which to get ready. Ina 
word, nothing that can possibly be done before- 
hand should be left until the day of the Rally. 

OUT OF THE RUTS. Conversations with a 
large number of workers in schools of all sizes 
—city, village and rural—where successful and 
unsuccessful Rally Days are held, convince the 
writer that the secret of success, so far as get- 
ting the numbers is concerned, depends on vari- 
ety in methods. ‘What plan do you follow in 
your Rally Day exercises?” was asked a wide- 
awake superintendent. His answer is worthy 
of consideration: ‘‘We never have our exercises 
twice alike. Our pupils never know exactly 
what is to be done. They always come expect- 
ing something new, and we never disappoint 
them.” 

MONEY-GETTING should not be the motive 
for holding the Rally, but a secondary feature 
of the day. Many schools take an especial 
offering on this day, frequently for some desig- 
nated object. 

THE RECEPTION COMMITTEE in many 
schols is found to be a necessary adjunct to a 
successful Rally Day. This committee should 
consist of at least one member from each de- 
partment of the school, should be on the alert 
to welcome strangers, should be prepared to 
direct all former members or new members 
to their proper places, and should notify the 
officers of the school of the presence of any to 
whom especial attention ought to be paid. By 
providing themselves with notebooks they may 
obtain names, addresses and other items of in- 
formation that will be valuable in the efforts 
afterward put forth to increase the member- 
ship of the school. — 

AFTER THE RALLY, WHAT? This is a most 
important question. Much may be done to make 
the day of permanent value. New members 
should be cordially welcomed and put into 
classes. Former members of the school who 
just dropped in for the day should be inter- 
viewed for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
they wish to renew their connection with the 
school. Visitors who do not belong to other 
schools should be followed up. 


WHAT RALLY DAY IS FOR. 


Most everyone thinks of Rally Day as a Sun- 
day School day only, but that ought not be 
the case. The best Rally Day plan is one that 
reaches every member of the parish. A list of 
names including every available person should 
be made and to each one should be sent not 
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only an invitation to attend but something to 
Sign and bring. In this way the minister se- 
cures the names and addresses of a number 
of people he would not otherwise have. In 
churches where this is done changed addresses 
are often discovered. 


A part of this plan is to have a committee 
at the door to secure the signatures and ad- 
dresses of all who attend. Frequently former 
pupils are found and quite frequently new 
families are discovered. 


The rallying should be to something, say, to 
the whole church program. The church should 
be kept to the center with the Sunday School 
as a department. Such a Rally Day may be 
made to contribute largely to the spirit of loy- 
alty. The plans should run all through the 
church including the young people’s societies 
and the church services. If this plan is kept 
in mind the good results may continue through- 
out the year. 


IDEAS ON RALLY DAY PROGRAM. 

The following paragraph is taken from a 
small booklet that is devoted to “Rally Day 
Suggestions.” 

Of course the exercises should be bright and 
crisp, not one thing on the program long or 
prosy; a good sample of the days to come, all 
through the school year—an appetizer, as it 
were. If you must have an address, be sure 
you get hold of someone who can talk brightly, 
who has not forgotten that there are children 
in the world, who remembers how they think 
and feel, and who can stop in five minutes. If 
you can’t find that person, better do without 
the address. Be sure that the children shall 
not, on this day of all days, be bored with a 
long, dry speech in the foreign language of a 
high grown-up. 

Another don’t. Don’t have long solos and 
quartets, to fill up the program. Children care 
little for any singing but what they do them- 
selves, as a rule. A solo must be really beau- 
tiful for the majority of them to enjoy it, and 
they don’t care a thing for indifferent quartets. 
This moralizing is the result of sad experience. 
Let them do almost all the singing, and see that 
it does not drag. An increase of twenty per 
cent would put life into the singing of many a 
school. Try singing fewer stanzas and more 
songs. I always like a jelly-cake with thin 
layers and plenty of them. 

Of course we must not forget the young people 
and adults in the school, and get up a program 
that will interest no one but the little children; 
but neither is it necessary to make it an abomi- 
nation to the children, as many a high-pitched 
special exercise has been. Strike the happy 
mean, but don’t strike it too high. The giraffe 
can nibble grass as well as the lamb, if it is 
good grass, but the lamb cannot feast on the 
tree-tops. ; 

And right in the line of this difficulty a sug- 
gestion. If your Primary Department is ar- 
ranged to be shut off from the main school, 
try giving them a Rally Day of their own— 
the kind that is adapted to little folks and will 
interest them—instead of compelling them to 
sit still and wearily wait for the end of an 
interminable program, three-fourths of which is 
at least a dozen years above their heads, and 
some of it twenty. In their little hearts they 


will bless you for it, and not dread Rally Day 
when they are “invited” to it next year. It is 
hard enough to make it what it needs to be to 
the varied ages of the Juniors, Intermediates 
and Seniors, without adding this perplexing 
quantity. 


SIGNATURE RALLY DAY INVITATION. 

The following card sent to the entire parish 
created a great amount of interest and brought 
in a large number of names and addresses for 
the pastor’s use: 


re > oa Admission By This Card 
IR: * (Please Sign Your Name and Address) 

< 

a : 

8 a EI (Name) 

32 3 

= 3 2 (Address) 

58 es 
ow . 

~ 3 First Congregational Church 
3 be North Yakima, Wash. 

= September 28, 1913 


NEW NAME FOR RALLY DAY. 

“Starting Day” is the name given to the Rally 
Day service at Macon, Ga. A part of the pro- 
gram was a series of talks. It was printed on 
the program as follows: 

Seven Two-Minute Booster Talks by Officials. 
“Increasing the Entrants,” the Pastor. 
“Getting Started Together,’ Superintendent 

of Grading. 

“Sticking Together,” 
tendent. 

“Putting up the Expense Money,” Treasurer. 

“Why We Need to Study,” Teacher. 

“We Don’t Know it All,” Teacher Training 
Superintendent. 

“Keeping the Score,” Recording Secretary. 

At this service the program for the year Was 
outlined and the people who took part in pro- 
moting it were called “The Scouting Party.” 
The program is sufficiently interesting to re- 
produce here. It may be suggestive to others. 
The list of special days is headed, 

“Schedule of Stop-Overs.” 

The days and dates are as follows: 

November 21st—Home Missions. 

December 26th—Christmas. 

January 2nd—Volunteer Day. 

February 6th—Library Day. 

March 5th—Home Department Day. 

April 2nd—Cradle Roll Day. 

April 23rd—Benevolence. 

May 14th—Mother’s Day. 

May 28th—Father’s Day. 

June 4th—Foreign Missions. 

July 2nd—Patriotic Day. 

September 24th—Promotion Day. 

October 22nd—Rally Day. 


A BASKET FULL OF RALLY DAY 
EXPERIENCE. 

The following short paragraphs have come 
from persons who have actually done the things 
they write about. They are taken from a Cook 
pamphlet on Class Rally Day suggestions: 

A Window Card. We had large posters printed 
and placed ine in the window of every store 
in the town, announcing Rally Day and some 
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of the most attractive features of the program. 
—KH. A. M. 

Girls Invited. Them. Our class had girls 
stand in twos on the street corners on Sat- 
urday afternoon and distribute cards of in- 
vitation to Rally Day. The attendance was the 
largest we have ever had.—J. J. 

A Door Knob Invitation. We had shipping 
tags printed with directions to take the bearer 
to the Baraca classroom of First M. E. Sunday 
School for Rally Day at 9:30 Sunday morning. 
Then early Sunday morning the boys of the 
Junior Baraca Class took these around and 
hung them on every door knob in the city. 
They created quite a sensation.—G. H. 

Had a Parade of Boys. We organized a band 
of boys and had them parade the city Sat- 
urday afternoon with pennants and banners 
proclaiming Rally Day. There were sixteen 
boys, and while the music wasn’t all it might 
have been, the excitement proved interesting 
enough to get a big crowd at class.— B. S. 

Used Autos. We engaged, or rather bor- 
rowed, all the autos we could and called for 
all to whom we had previously sent announce- 
ments of Rally Day, with the result that some 
who had long been on our regular prospectives’ 
list were transferred to full members’ list.— 
CrCkT: 

Full Page Newspaper Ad. We put a full-page 
newspaper advertisement in our Saturday eve- 
ning daily paper and the young men turned out 
literally by the dozens next day. A large pro- 
portion of them joined the class.—A. K. 

Megaphoned the Town. We gave four boys 
megaphones and started them out through the 
town on Saturday afternoon. They went through 
the streets calling the attractions of our class 
Rally Day.—J. J. J. 

Personal Letters. We asked all our members 
to submit names of persons to whom they 
would like to have personal letters written. 
We secured a long list of names in this way 
and divided them up among the class with the 
request that personal letters inviting them to 
~Rally Day should be written each one. These 
letters did much to boost the class.—M. B. A. 

Showed Pictures. We had a _ stereopticon 
sheet put up on the front of a large building 
in the heart of the business center of the town. 
As everybody in our town goes down to the 
’ business part on Saturday night, that night we 
took the stereopticon and showed pictures with 
invitations to our Rally Day. We showed pic- 
tures of some of the boys in our school, some 
of the little tots in the Primary Department, a 
picture of the inside of the church, and pic- 
{ures of our various class banquets and out- 
ngs. Had a great crowd.—kH. C. G. 

Laundry Men Helped. We had neatly printed 
programs ready two weeks before Rally Day 
and had the laundrymen distribute them in 
every package of laundry that went out in the 
city. Helped materially to interest the men.— 
M. G. R. 

Tagged Everybody. We “tagged” everybody 
in the town. Wach tag had the program on it 
and an invitation. The classroom was full on 
Rally Day.—T. B. 

Mailed a Thousand Postal Cards. We had a 
thousand postal cards printed and sent out in 
the name of the class. These thousand cards 
were personal invitations sent directly to the 
people concerned.—A. M. 


Showed Moving Pictures. Our class made ar- 


rangements with the manager of a local moy-' 


ing-picture show to help us with our program 
on Rally Day. We secured pictures of the Life 
of Christ, and we gave them with appropriate 
Bible readings. Though it was necessary to 
close all the windows and the classroom was 
hot, everyone enjoyed it and all were deeply 
impressed by the lessons as told in the pic- 
tures and stories.—W. L. T. 

Home Coming Rally. We made our class 
rally a Home Coming Day last year and scored 
a big success. While looking over names of 
out-of-town members the idea came to us to 
call our rally a Home Coming affair. We began 
to act on that basis, and the plans grew far 
beyond our present conception of the affair. 
The league and church asked to be allowed to 
co-operate—then all the other classes of the 
Sunday School wanted to “in on it.” So before 
we knew what was happening we were lined 
up for a Home Coming Week—the climax to 
be on Sunday—the regular Rally Day date. 
Our best advertising scheme in connection with 
this was a post card with picture of the church 
on it and this verse: 

Remember the date 
Please keep this in view, 
Our Home Coming will not be 
Complete without you. 

These cards were sent out literally by the 
thousands. We had a record-breaking attend- 
ance at every service of the week and could 
searcely accommodate the crowds on Sunday. 
—DP. C. €. 

Asking the Way to the School. One way to 
advertise Rally Day is for each of the members 
to start out for the class and ask the way to 
the church, of every man met. One man tells 
how he asked the way to a certain church 
where he knew a class Rally was in session. 
He asked the car conductor, and he in turn 
asked every passenger, and as a result there 
was a widespread interest created in matters 
going on at that particular class, and curiosity 
to know where it was to be found was generally 
awakened.—A. K. 


RALLY DAY SONG. 
Old Tune—“‘America.” 
God bless our Raily Day, 
Let hearts be light and gay, 
At this glad hour. 
Now joyously we sing, 
Making the arches ring, 
As grateful praise we bring, 
For strength and power. 


For blessings tried and true, 
Like welcome sun and dew, 
We bring Thee praise. 
Be thou our guard and guide, 
May Thy rich grace abide, 
As ’neath thy wings we hide, 
Through length of days. 


Till over Jordan’s strand, 
Safe in the Better Land, 
God leads the way. 
There with the angel throng, 
Safe from all sin and wrong, 
We'll keep through ages long, 
Heaven’s Rally Day. 
—Rally Day Suggestions. 
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PRINTED OUTLINE OF WORK FOR THE 
NEW SEASON. 

Porter Church, Brockton, Mass., Rev. Edwin 
W. Bishop, pastor, worked out a fine scheme 
to arouse interest last year. The following 
brief newspaper account gives just an inkling 
of part of the plan: 


“Sunday was Rally Day for the Sunday 
School at Porter Congregational church and 
there was a large attendance at all the services, 
The Rally service at noon was called a ‘pre- 
paredness’ service. Reports were submitted by 
the heads of different departments of the work 
for the past season and of plans for the future. 
Reports were submitted by representatives of 
the cradle roll, teachers, superintendent of the 
Sunday School, primary department and adult 
department. The service closed with the salute 
to the national and church flags.” 


A friénd sent us some the literature used at 
this service. One was a folder of four pages. 
At the top are the words, “Plan Your Work, 
and Work Your Plan.” The general title of 
the folder was “Outline of Porter Church Fall 
and Winter Activities 1916-1917.” The follow- 
ing explanatory paragraph is certainly reas- 
suring: 

A carefully thought-out scheme of church 
activities for the Fall and Winter season, 
adapted to our particular needs, is presented 
to the parish at this time. Some of these acti- 
vities are already in operation; others will go 
into effect at once; and still others as fast as 
the details can be perfected. The added equip- 
ment comes from a few generous friends of 
the church. All activities are passed upon by 
the proper church authorities and subject to 
their control. 

Accompanying this attractive folder setting 
forth the detailed program was a long card- 
board ticket, something like a railroad ticket, 
headed “Dividends.” This card contains de- 
tailed announcements of plans such as classes 
to join and work to do all of which are bound 
to bring worth while dividends. 

This kind of definite program cannot help 
but make a real appeal and bring results. 


“ASSEMBLY CALL” PROGRAM. 

Rev. Geo. B. Gensemer, pastor of Grace 
United Evangelical Church of Columbia, Pa., 
has sent us a splendid program accompanied 
by a letter of explanation. The church pub- 
lished a long program on white paper including 
the “assembly song.” On the back were printed 
these words: “Attention! Why not join the 
army of people who attend Rally Day at Grace 
U. E. Church, October 1, 1916?” 

The program was folded so that when un- 
folded each word came into view separately. 
The language is that of the army, but so used 
as to apply to enlistment for church work. The 
letter contains the following interpretation of 
the program: 

The addresses under heading of Instruction 
No. 1, ete., are as follows: 

The Drill—The Sunday School scholar at- 
tending church and Sunday School. 

The Equipment—The scholar and his Bible. 

The Commissary Department—The Sunday 
School scholar’s need of the prayer meeting. 

On the Firing Line—The scholar living his 
life. 


Field Communications—The scholar’s prayer 
life. 

School of Non-Commissioned Officers—Talk 
to the parents. 

No one but the committee and the speakers 
know the subject of these addresses until their 
delivery. ‘Supplies’ will be explained as re- 
ferring to the offering. 


SERMONS THAT HELP. 


Rey. P. R. Hayward, Fairviile, N. B. 

“The Yearning Heart.” 

“They That Mourn.” 

“The Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness.” 

“The Merciful.” 

“The Pure in Heart.” 

“The Peace-Makers.” 

“The Persecuted.” 

On the back of Mr. Hayward’s card he prints 
a “Pastoral Information” form. This is unique. 
It is a good idea to pass along. 


FOOD FOR SERMONS! 

Thousands of preachers all over the country 
are indebted to President Henry Churchill King 
of Oberlin for mental and spiritual stimulation. 
His new book “Fundamental Questions” (Mac- 
millan Co., N. Y., $1.50) is a volume full of 
meat. Its 250 pages discuss such questions as 
“Suffering and Sin,” “Prayer,” “Christ,” ‘“Life’s 
Fundamental Decision,” “Life’s Paradow,” 
“Christian Unity,” “Christianity a World Re- 
ligion,”’ ete. If a preacher wants fresh, fair 
and square facing of problems religious, let 
him dip into this book. His experience will give 
birth to several fine sermons. 


CELEBRATE MINISTER’S BIRTHDAY. 


The Pilgrim Church at Long Beach, Califor- 
nia, has a happy custom of making a social oc- 
casion of its pastor’s birthday. They plan an 
evening of wholesome frolic to which the 
whole membership is invited. As Mr. Booth has 
been with the church for eight years the cus- 
tom has come to be almost permanent and as 
a social time one of the most interesting of 
the year. 


REMARKABLE COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
FOR BOYS. 

We have come upon a most unique outline of 
a Bible course for boys calculated to be used 
in camp or with camplife in mind. After 
the summer camp is over such a course might 
be very profitable with the boys who had been 
in camp. It was prepared by Gerald Wrisley, 
Boys’ Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. of San Jose, 
California, for use with his boys during 1917. 
Through his courtesy we are able to share it 
with our readers. 

One of the “catching” things about this course 
is that it is phrased in military terms. As this 
is also the phraseology of some of St. Paul’s 
best writing we feel that it has point and 
power. We give the outline as Mr. Wrisley 
haded it to us. 

Note.—The key to the understanding of the 
purpose of the outline is as follows: The first 
word in each paragraph refers to the military 
aspect of life; the second word, in capitals, is 
the important Christian characteristic to be 
forced home. The reference is always the Bible 
text to be consulted. 
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OPPORTUNITIES. 

1. Enlistment Gen. 28:10-19 

Taking the oath—new environment offers 
chance for better or worse life. 

First night in camp—what will you do with 
your life at camp? 

Jacob started out for self-making a bargain 
with God. 

Need of character in war times. 

How make camp mean most to your life? 


OBEDIENCE. 
2. Manual of Arms. Josh. 24.1-15 
Characteristics of a soldier—promptness, 


obedience. 
Why must an officer learn to obey? 
Why should a soldier obey? 
Should we obey, parents, leaders? 
Story of the great soldier Joshua. 


FRIENDSHIP. 


God? 


3. Tent Mates. 1st Sam. 20 
Story of trench warfar—‘Kamaraden.” 
Influence of tent mates—good and bad. 
Friends and intimates. 

Story of David. 
Opportunities for friendship at camp. 
i RELIABILITY. 

4. Scouting. Num. 13:1-2, 17-31 
Qualities needed—ability and reliability. 
Reliability defined as taking responsibility. 
Should we take responsibility or do just as 

little as required. 

Does responsibility develop leaders? e. g. 

Caleb and Joshua. 

Need of leaders in these times. 
“He took it upon himself.” 
LOYALTY. 

5. Esprit de Corp. Num. 14:1-4 
Quotation of general about ‘‘morale”’ of army. 
Why is loyalty important? 

What makes esprit de corp in army? 
Upon what does camp spirit depend? 
Story of Israelitish campers. 
Is esprit de corp needed in school? In home? 
How build up camp spirit? 
TEMPTATIONS. 

6. Guard Duty. Luke 4:1-13 
Temptations of a soldier, e. g. boy at San 

Diego. 

What are some common temptations? 
How fight temptations? e. g. Christ. 
How will we use our lives, for selfishness? 

Power? Fame? Or service? 

SELFISHNESS. 

7. Blanket Tossing. ; Gen. 37:12-28 
Are initiations, blanket tossing, ete., good for 

a boy? Why? 

Story of Joseph, the petted boy-dreamer. 

Can a spoiled, selfish boy make good? 
Name some habits which help you to get 
along well with your tent mates. Would these 
also help at home and at school? 
SELF-CONTROL. 

8. Under Fire. 

Stories of first time under fire. 

What qualities show up then? 
tions? 

Are courage and self-control essential? 

Story of Isaac. 

Did he have courage and self-control? 

Can courage and self-control be developed? 

Does your action in a crisis depend upon your 
preparation for it? 

Have you a back-bone or a wishbone? 


Gen. 22:1-13 


What tempta- 


SERVICE: 


9. Ambulance Work. Mark 6:30-42 
What is the spirit of the Red Cross? 
Is ambulance work dangerous? 
Of whom does an ambulance corp think first, 
self or others? 
Story of Christ and interrupted vacation. 
Christ never tired of helping others. 
How about the other fellow at camp? 


FAITH. 

10. Sealed Orders. Gen. 6:12-18 
Sealed orders not opened until out at sea. 
What would happen if the captain had no faith 

in his superiors who had given the orders? 
Noah’s orders and the cost to him in ridicule, 
etc. 
Do we get any orders requiring faith in the 
one who gives the order? Parents? Teachers? 
If we are Christians do we get such orders? 
How do we get them? 
Faith in God and in ourselves needed. 
PRAYER. 
11. The Battle. 1st Sam. 17:32-51 
Preparations needed—equipment O. K., drills, 
leaders, orders, supplies, etc. 
David’s preparation—sling, trained muscles. 
dependence on God. 
Life a battle? Quiet hour is the drill. 
Christ the leader. Prayer and Bible study 
give us the orders and supplies. 


A VICTORIOUS LIFE. 
12. The Victory. Luke 22:39-47 
Have we won any victories at camp? 
Will it be harder to win, after we get home? 
Our Master’s victory in the garden. 
He fought his desire to yield his mission. 
Do we have a struggle against giving in to 
wrong living? 
Only one can help you make a winning fight. 
How can you get His help? 


SERMONS THAT COMPEL ATTENTION. 

The following list of four Sunday evening 
sermons is certainly attractive and are stated 
in a thoroughly dignified manner: 

“Our Young Men: Their Virtues and Faults 
as Pointed Out by Twenty-five Young Women.” 

“Our Young Women: Their Virtues and 
Faults as Pointed Out by Twenty-five Young 
Men.” 
“Our Husbands: “Their Virtues and Faults as 
Pointed Out by Twenty-five Wives.” 

“Our Wives: Their Virtues and Faults as 
Pointed Out by Twenty-five Husbands.” 


A SANE MINISTRY IN CHRISTIAN HEALING 

Dr. C. F. Winbigler of Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia, has been giving a splendid series of talks 
before Pilgrim Church of Long Beach. 
lectures were given in the parish house. The 
following subjects are taken from the Pilgrim 
church paper: . 

The Reasons and the Necessity for Bringing 
Healing Back Into the Church. 

A Study of Healing in the Old Testament, 
No. 1. 

Sa of Healing in the Old Testament, 
No. 2. 
setae of Healing in the New Testament, 

fe) 


sania of Healing in the New Testament, 
No 
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At the close of each lecture there is a chance 
for the asking of questions. The only financial 
remuneration is a silver offering. We hear 
very fine reports of the meetings. 


FRESH FOOD FOR MINISTERS’ SOULS. 


Ministers need to feed and drink at fresh 
sources of supply. Here is a book to read 
this month before the stress of winter sets in. 
T. R. Glover’s “The Jesus of History,” (Asso- 
ciated Press, N. Y., $1.00) is one of the freshest 
and most interesting studies we have seen. The 
book is the result of years of study and lectur- 
ing in India during the winter of 1915-16. It 
has been recast and re-wirtten for the Student 
Christian Movement. The Y. M. C. A. Press of 
this country has rendered a great service to the 
Christian cause by printing this book. 

* * * 


i Another volume of intense and absorbing 
interest is H. G. Wells’ “God the Invisible 
King.” (Macmillan, N. Y., 1917, $1.25). No 
minister in this country can afford to pass this 
by without a careful reading. Very likely 
many will not like it, but it reflects very clearly 
what the war is doing for thoughtful men in 
Europe. Shortly we shall be in the terrific 
struggle and all kinds of men are going to 
be compelled to think of God. The book is not 
fiction, but sober, serious, earnest. 


INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR OFFICERS, 
TEACHERS AND WORKERS IN THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

_ The following excellent service of installa- 
tion comes to us from the Old South Church 
of Worcester, Mass. The plan is to have this 
service at the time of the regular morning hour 

of worship and is as follows: 

Processional hymn. 

Invocation. 

Chorus. 

Scripture Lesson, Acts 8:26-40. 

Quartet. 

Prayer. 

Offertory. 

Statement by Pastor of the object of the 
service. 

Responsive reading. 

Pastor: I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God that‘ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 

General Officers: And the king’s servant said 
unto the king, behold, thy servants are ready 
to do whatsoever my lord the king shall ap- 
point. 

Pastor: Feed the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by con- 
straint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind; neither as lording it over the 
charge allotted to you, but making yourself en- 
samples to the flock. And when the Chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 
of glory that fadeth not away. 

Cradle Roll Superintendent: But Jesus said, 
suffer little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me; for such is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Pastor: Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us, whether 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the pro- 
portion of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our 
ministering or he that teacheth, on teaching. 


Kindergarten Superintendent and Assistant: 
Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not re- 
ceive the kingdom of god as a little child, he 
shall not enter therein. 

Pastor: If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

Primary Officers and Teachers: And Jesus, 
perceiving the thought of their heart, took a 
child, and set him hy him. 

And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive 
this child in my name receiveth me; and who- 
soever shall receive me, receiveth him that sent 
me; for he that is least among you all, the same 
shall be great. 

Pastor: But watch thou in all things, endure 
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, and 
make full proof of thy ministry. 

Junior Officers and Teachers: Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh,, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure 
in them. 

Pastor: Let the word of Christ dwell in yoa 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
eee singing with grace in your hearts to the 

ord. 

Intermediaie Officers and Teachers: That our 
sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; 
that our daughters may be as corner stones, 
polished after the similitude of a palace. 

Pastor: Consider what I say; and the Lord 
give thee understanding in all things. 

Young Men’s Teachers: Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way? By taking heed 
thereof according to thy word. 

Pastor: That thou mayest walk in the way 
of good men, and keep the paths of the right- 
eous. 

Young Women’s Teachers: Let Mount Zion 
rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, be- 
cause of thy judgments. 

Pastor: Let not mercy and truth forsake 
thee; bind them about thy neck; write them 
upon the table of thine heart. : 

Teacher Training Superintendent: Study to 
show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth. 

Pastor: Search the Scriptures; for in them 
ye think ye have eternal lfe; and they which 
testify of me. 

Teachers of Adult Classes: All Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness: That the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works. ; 

Pastor: For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. 

Home Department Superintendent and Visi- 
tors: And daily in the temple and in every 
house, they ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ. 

Pastor: I charge thee therefore before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom; teach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine. 
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Congregation: And they that be wise shali 
shine as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness, as the 
stars for ever and ever. 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee; 

The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee; 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace. 

Hymn. 

Sermon: “Power of the Open Book and the 
Glory of the Book Openers.” 

Prayer. ; 

Worker’s Covenant All workers joining, led 
by the pastor. 

Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for 
strength, I humbly promise Him and this 
Church that I will be faithful to the extent of 
my ability, to all known-duties and responsibili- 
ties devolving upon me as a worker in the Old 
South Sunday School. I will endeavor to be 
regular and punctual in attendance; diligent in 
my lesson study; loyal to the established rules 
of the school; consistent in my example; and 
will seek earnestly the salvation and edification 
of the scholars and the truest Christian fel- 
lowship among the entire membership. 

Hymon of Consecration: “Take My Life.” 

Prayer of Consecration. 

Benediction. 


OBSERVE LABOR SUNDAY. 

Observe the day by preaching from these 
words, “Is not this the carpenter’s Son?” Matt. 
UB EEG. Together with that sweet message, 
“Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn of me.” Matt. 11:28-30. The 
carpenter of Nazareth has sympathy and love 
for all toilers. 


LEADERSHIP AND THE COLLEGES. 

We have received an appeal from the pres- 
ident of Oberlin College asking us to “keep the 
stream of trained college men flowing all 
through the years of the war.” He says that 
nearly 200 Oberlin men have already gone into 
different forms of government service. This is 
probably true of other colleges. Ministers can 
serve God and their country by remembering 
that leaders are absolutely needed and by in- 
fluencing as many as possible of our younger 
men to go to college. We cannot send all of 
our men to the battlefield. 


THE TEN CLUB. 

The Porter Club, Brookton, Mass., will begin 
the coming season with a new plan by which the 
club will be divided into ten companies, each 
under the direction of-.a chairman and with one 
director as a member of the company. The 
choice of members to the ten companies will 
be by lot, thus averting any possibility of 
cliques. Hach company will raise money for 
the treasury and the plan is expected to arouse 
much friendly rivalry. The plan is the same as 
tried the past year by the South Parish Club, 
which brought much success and many fine en- 
tertainments by the various divisions. 


A HERCULEAN TASK, 
The campaign for money for the army work 
of the Y. M..C. A. has brought out some terrible 
facts. We are told that the greatest danger of 


war is not bullets but venereal disease. Pres- 
ident Wilson has asked the Y. M. C. A., through 
John R. Mott, to use the preventive means such 
as making the soldiers leisure count for good 
in the mobilization camps of the country. In- 
formation on this point may be had by address- 
ing the International Committee of the Y. M. 
GC. A., at 124 East Twenty-Highth St., New York 
City. 

Another source of information is a report got- 
ten out by the Oregon Social Hygiene Society, 
Portland, Oregon. As we write there comes to 
our desk the Union Signal for June 21, 1917. On 
page six is a startling article on prostitution as 
it was practiced on the Mexican border. Dr. 
M. J. Exner has written a terrific article in the 
April “Social Hygiene.” 

“The California Liberator” for June, 1917, has 
a full front page devoted to the subject. Among 
other things it says, “In the armies of the al- 
lies, 1,200,000 men are reported to have been 
incapacitated because of venereal disease.” This 
is an awful admission to make but we are afraid 
it is the fruit of centuries of habit, custom and 
teaching! 

We advise every minister to get a copy of 
“Association Men” for June, 1917, and read the 
article which begins on Page 488 entitled, “The 
Nurse and the Knight” by H. S. McCowan. One 
sentence is significant: “If they live, they live 
with honor. But these boys here suffer from 
diseases worse than leprosy. If they die they 
die in loathsome horror. If they live they area 
curse to those who love them. These are the 
spoils of the brothel and the harlot.” 


What do we mean by writing these words? 
We mean to say most emphatically that it is the 
duty of ministers to warn their young men be- 
fore they go to camp. Books on the subject of 
sex should: be loaned to young men. Lectures 
should be given. Aid should be given to the Y. 
M. C. A. in its efforts to save our young men 
clean and strong. 


The Red Cross should be helped especially 
when our new army arrives on French soil. No 
stone should be unturned in efforts to warn and 
prepare and save our boys who go away to fight. 
If you are in doubt about what books to use 
write the editor of this department (73 South 
Fifteenth St., San Jose, California) and he will 
give you the names of some good ones. 


UNIQUE PLAN TO REMEMBER 
THE TEXT. 

In a calendar recently received from the 
North End Methodist Episcopal Church of Pitts- 
burgh, we find a blank space all lined off for a 
record of the sermon. Over it are the words, 
“Remember the Text.” Under this are the fol- 
lowing suggestions: 

And points in sermons, and fill in space for 
future reference. 

The Text 
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This is certainly a unique idea, something we 
have never seen before. It is a good plan and 
we commend it to our brethren who ean use it. 
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DUMMELOW ONCE MORE. 


Several years ago we commended Dum- 
melow’s single volume Bible Commentary. Since 
then we have used many different kinds, but 
now come back to this as one of the best and 
most satisfactory and handy desk reference 
books we have ever used. It is safe, sound, ac- 
curate, and illuminating. If you want to get at 
the core of a thing in the Bible quickly, make a 
plunge at Dummelow, open the book, and 
Presto! You have it! (Macmillan Co., New 
York, $2.50). 


LIGHT ON THE MONEY RAISING 
PROBLEM. 


A very interesting and unusually sane and 
high-toned article on money raising in the 
church is to be found in the Ladies’ Home 
Journal for September, 1913, by “The Minis- 
ter’s Social Helper.” As the magazine is avail- 
able everywhere we will not copy the article, 
but urge our readers to examine or re-read it. 

There is one paragraph that we desire to re- 


produce. It tells of a church that tried the 
tithing plan for one month. In part the article 
Says: 


The congregation I mentioned had built a 
large edifice, beautifully decorated, and, after it 
was completed but not paid for, they moved in. 
How to devise some new plan of raising funds 
began to assume elephantine dimensions. How- 
ever, two of the “elect ladies” practiced paying 
the tithe, and conceived the idea of presenting 
the plan to the other members for the raising of 
the debt. 


What these women did first, with the consent 
of the pastor was to procure some of the splen- 
did literature ‘published along that line, and 
strew it in the pews for the people to carry 
home and read. As the next step the pastor 
preached two or three sermons on the subject. 
The third step was the bringing of the people 
up to the place where they were willing to 
pledge themselves to lay aside a tenth of their 
income for just one month, to be applied on the 
church debt. This step was not so easy as the 
others, but one hundred and ninety-eight were 
willing to make the venture. 

The fourth and last step was the social held 
on the first night of the ensuing month, when 
the tithes were brought in and counted. All 
were present with their friends. A social hour 
preceded the counting, and one thousand dol- 
lars was added to the treasury. None of these 
people was called rich, just comfortably off as 
to this world’s goods. But better even than 
this was the fact that no tired woman had to 
have a sick spell and pay doctor’s bills from 
having overdone at the church supper. 


FOR YOUR SEPTEMBER CALENDAR. 

The following paragraph is taken from the 
calendar of “The Friends Church” or Arnolds 
Park, Iowa. It would make a good message for 
rally month, September, or a Sunday in Oc- 
tober: 

Personal Investigation. 

“Am I really and truly interested in MY 
Church—in helping it achieve its object and 
ideals—or do I just think I am? What do I do 
to prove my interest— that it’s half as vital, 
for example as I think it is? 


“How do I look to the man on the outside? 
Could he tell I am interested by what I do? 
How do I look to him? 

“Am I a good example for anybody to follow 
—or do I just think I am, or do I think about 
my responsibility in this connection at all? 


“Do I attend church service as often as I 
think I do? 


“How often do I speak a word of encourage- 
ment or praise to the minister, or have a pleas- 
ant word or smile for his wife? Do I as ofteu 
as I think I do? 


“How would the minister classify me? As in- 
terested, as a friend and helper, or just as— 
one of the congregation? Would he be justified 
by what I do? 


“Do I really give as the Lord hath pros- 
pered me or do I just think I do? If I should 
add up my contributions to local church support 
and to missions, would they represent as large 
a part of my total income as I think they do? 


“Would a stranger think me as liberal as I 
think I am, even if he had all the facts of my 
other responsibilities? 

“Do I really care for missions at all? Dol 
ever really deny myself a new suit, car rides 
(when walking would be better for my health) 
—anything—to help forward the cause? Do I 
really ever deny myself, or do I just think I do? 

“Do I really believe it more blessed to give 
than to receive, or do I just think I do? 

“What kind of a church member am I any- 
how? Am I the kind I think I am, or do I just 
think I am? 

“Try a little personal introspection along 
these lines.” —The Transmitter. 


SUGGESTIVE OUTLFENE FOR LABOR 
DAY SERVICE, 

Organ prelude. 

Hymn, “Judge Eternal, Throned in Splendor.” 
—H. Scott Holland. 

Call to worship. 

The Lord’s Prayer. 

Prayer for the Church—Walter Rauschen- 
busch. 

“Q God we pray for Thy Church which 
is set today amid the perplexities of a 
changing order, and face to face with a 
great new task. Baptize her afresh in the 
life-giving spirit of Jesus! Grant her a 
new birth, though it be with the travail of 
repentance and humiliation. Bestow upon 
her a more imperious responsiveness to 
duty, a swifter compassion with suffering, 
and an utter loyalty to the will of God. Put 
upon her lips the ancient gospel of her 
Lord. Help her to proclaim boldly the com- 
ing of the Kingdom of God and the doom of 
all that resist it. Fill her with the prophets’ 
scorn of tyranny, and with a Christ-like 
tenderness for the heavy-laden and down- 
trodden. Give her faith to espouse the 
cause of the people, and in their hands that 
grope after freedom and light to recognize 
the bleeding hands of the Christ. Bid her 
cease from seeking her own life, lest she 
lost it. Make her valiant to give up her life 
to humanity, that like her crucified Lord she 
may mount by the path of the cross to a 
higher glory.” 

Responsive reading—Psalm 10, 49 or 146. 
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Scripture Lesson—(Selection may be made 
from the following: Isaiah 58: 1-12; Ezekiel 
18:1-21; Amos 5;6-24; Luke 6:20-36; Romans 
12:1-21; James 2:1-26; 5:1-8; Rev. 21:1-5). 

Prayer for Workingmen—Walter Rauschen- 
busch. 


“When they strive for leisure and health 
and a better wage, do Thou grant their suc- — 
cess, but teach them not to waste their gain 
on fleeting passions, but to use it in build- 
ing fairer homes and a nobler manhood. 
Grant all classes of our nation a larger 


“QO God, Thou mightiest Worker of the 
universe, source of all strength and author 
of all unity, we pray Thee for our brothers, 
the industrial workers of the nation. As 
their work binds them together in common 
toil and danger, may their hearts be knit 
together in a strong sense of their common 
interests and destiny. Help them to real- 
ize that the injury of one is the concern of 
all, and that the welfare of all must be the 
aim of every one. If any of them is tempted 
to sell the birthright of his class for a mess 
of pottage for himself, give him a wider out- 
look and a nobler sympathy with his fel- 
lows. Teach them to keep step in a steady 
onward march, and in their own way to ful- 
fill the law of Christ by bearing the com- 
mon burdens. 


“Grant the organizations of labor quiet 
patience and prudence in all disputes, and 
fairness to see the other side. Save them 
from malice and bitterness. Same them 
from the head-long folly which ruins a fair 
cause, and give them wisdom resolutely to 
put aside the two-edged sword of violence 
that turns on those who seize it. Raise up 
for them still more leaders of able mind 
and large heart, and give them grace to fol- 
low the wiser counsel. 


THE BEST 


Church Treasurers Record 
EVER PUBLISHED 


Pleases the Pastor. 

Satisfies Contributors, 

Delights the TREASURER. 

Saves Time, Labor, Money. 

Same strokes of pen which records entries 
in book, makes duplicate statement by 
use of carbon sheet, so that when bal- 
ances aro brought down at end of quar- 
ter—statements are ready to tear out 
and deliver. 

Book holds 250 accounts and 1000 state- 
ments, 

Lasts small church two or more years. 

Large ones use one or more per year, 

Price $4.00 prepaid. If cash is sent with 
order—book may be returned—prepaid, 
if unsatisfactory, and cash will be re- 
funded. 


Ask for samples and prices Duplex and single 
envelopes—also for our 


HELPS FOR RALLY DAY! 


'“RALLY DAY” is “stock taking” day. Urge 
every member enrolled to come—and be 
“invoiced” at true value. Ask quick for 
our Rally Day Circular, describing and 
pricing our Rally Day Badges, Cards, Etc. 


MEIGS’ PUBLISHING CO. 


Sunday School and Church Supplies 
INDIANAPOLIS - - INDIANA 


comprehension for the aspirations of labor 

and for the courage and worth of these our 

brothers, that we may cheer them in their 

struggles and understand them even in 

their sins. And may the upward climb of 

Labor, its defeats and its victories, in the 

farther reaches bless all classes of our na- 
- tion, and build up for the republic of the fu- 

ture a great body of workers, strong of 

limb, clear of mind, fair in temper, glad to 

labor, conscious of their worth, and striv- 

ing together for the final brotherhood of all 

men.” 

Hymn, “O Master Let Me Walk With Thee”’— 
Gladden. 

Sermon or Address. 

Hymn, “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of 
Life’—Frank Mason North. 

Offertory. 

Benediction. . 

Organ Postlude. 
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CHEMICAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF BIBLE 
TRUTHS for Pastors and Sunday School Teachers. Pre- 
pared powders, ready to use, with directions and helps. 
Six Talks, 50 Cents, Postpaid. 
Cc. A. SCHMITT, 637 South Street, ROSLINDALE, MASS 
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Increase Your ATTENDANCE 
By Usine ILLUSTRATED PRINTING 


It’s Church Printing with the 20th Century Touch 


On receipt of 25c I will send you a cluster of the 
brightest and brainiest church printing you have 
ever seen. Many in beautiful colors. Worth many 
times the price for ideas apd suggestions it contains 


Jos. E. BAUSMAN, CHURCH PRINTER 
§42 East Girard Avenue, Philadelphia 


PRINTING 


FOR CHURCHES 


AVE money for yourself and your church 

by using our Printed Supplies for churches. 

We have cards for almost every occasion 
in church and Sunday School work, church 
calendars, weekly offering envelope system, 
the duplex envelopes, pastor's holiday sou- 
venirs, motto cards, topic cards, birthday 
cards, class pins, novelty invitation folders, 
and lots more that you will be glad to know 
about. Write for our new catalog today. 


The Woolverton Printing & Publishing Co. 
OSAGE, IOWA 
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ILLUSTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 
A SERMON WITHOUT ILLUSTRATIONS IS LIKE A HOUSE 


WITHOUT 


WINDOWS 


Illustrations From Great Sermons 
GEORGE M. GRAHAM 


Mental Limitation. (791) 

Your absolute solitary is in the gravest dan- 
ger of suffering from mental limitation. I can 
see him smile at such an absurd remark. It 
is true, nevertheless. He thinks that when he 
has surrounded himself with his books and 
shut out that sensual and clamant world he is 
being admitted into the temple of knowledge 
and made one of the graduates of wisdom. 
What stupid people we are who imagine that 
books make men wise. One of the few men 
who did know books—Jowett of Balliol—used 
to say in his moment if impatience, “I am 
sick of the profitless knowledge which men are 
garnering and carrying about with them.” We 
hide ourselves in chambers and we turn our 
hair gray and our eyes blind to garner—What? 
The notions of some other person whose ex- 
perience was probably more limited than our 
own might be. Books, of course, have their 
value. But it is sometimes necessary to tell 
the bookish man that his is only one of the 
great Scriptures of the world and that a wise 
man will read the others. Your person who 
is determined to be solitary may be a Gibbon, 
or he may be as ignorant and mentally limited 
as a person who reads the newspaper with 
difficulty. Cut yourself off from the society of 
men and you sever yourself from the great 
corrective influences. Bring your bookish ideas 
down to the market place. Will they live 
there? Take those abstract theories you have 
been meditating upon into the factory and 
see if they have any place there. Test your 
thoughts in the open air and see if they will 


live. Books have their place—and so has 
ericket. Literature has its function. So has 
sport. Life is too many sided, too various and 


interesting for a sensible man to bury himself 
all the time in books.—A. C. Hill. 


At Our Feet. (792) 

I remember standing with a party of tourists 
on a mountain top in Switzerland. We had 
made the long ascent in order to see the view 
which our guide books described as being so 
glorious. We hoped to see the snow-capped 
peaks of the Oberland, and beyond the Savoy 
Alps to the towering heads of Mont Blanc. 
But the clouds hung about the mountain on 
which we stood and we strained our eyes in 
vain. Then I noticed a lady of the party busy 
gathering handfuls of flowers, gentians, violets 
and forget-me-nots. We had most of us been 
so eager to see the distant view that we had 
missed the glories at our feet. Something 
very similar to that experience often occurs in 
our search for truth. We are out to see the 
view. We strain our eyes to see the big things, 
the distant majesty of the great mountains and 
the splendour of transcendent truth. And all 
the while the place whereon we stand is holy 


ground. There is infinite beauty close to our 
hand, and undreamed glory blossoming at our 
very feet, so near to us that it has been over- 
looked. Thus, men have sought to peer into 
the mystery of the Divine Being. They have 
thought and truly thought that if there be a 
God it is to our interest to know Him, and 
they have attempted to gaze into the hazy dis- 
tance and have returned from their quest 
baffled and defeated, with the cry rising from 
disappointing hearts, “Who, by searching, can 
find out God?”’—J. E. Compton. 


Soul Rest. (793) 
When on holiday once, I strolled leisurely 
upon a Sunday evening after worship to the 
sea shore.. The twilight was quickly passing 
into night; small waves from a calm sea were 
gently lapping the shore. A clergyman of the 
Anglican Church, so I found, came unaccom- 
panied near to the place where I was walk- 
ing along the beach. In one hand he carried 
a small lantern, in the other some hymn sheets 
and a Bible. On the adjacent parade thousands 
were passing to and fro. A few folk gathered 
around him. To these he distributed his leaf- 
lets then struck up a familiar tune, and after- 
wards read from the Scriptures. Then to an 
increasing company he began to deliver the 
message of his soul. Twilight passed and as 
I listened in the darkness, the soul was hushed, 
my ears unstopped. The waves were for me, 
and, doubtless, for many another, as those 
which broke of old time on the distant shores 
of Galilee and I head a voice, like the Voice 
of many waters: I caught again the accents of 
the Son of Man. I said: It is the Saviour 
calling the weary and sinful souls of men-to 
God. Such was the preacher’s eloquence.— 
Ernest M. Drew, B. D. 


True Standards of Greatness. (794) 


What is the true standards of national great- 
ness? Is it to be measured in forms of the fear 
and envy of other nations? Is it to be measured 
in terms of dreadnoughts or conscript armies? 
To ask such questions plainly is to answer 
them. A hundred dreadnoughts cannot make a 
nation great if its children are ignorant or 
hungry, if its men and women are drunken 
and self-indulgent, if impurity haunts its 
streets and economic selfishness rules its in- 
dustry. What will it avail us that Britannia 
rules the waves if she cannot rule her own 
children? 

The only true greatness of any nation is 
moral greatness. The only kingdom God ever 
recognizes or gives is the kingdom of the Son 
of Man, and it is the only kingdom that will 
last. Violence ends in violence. At the end, 
they that take the sword perish with the sword. 
Every nation, like every individual, must meet 
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the inexorable challenge—What is thy moral 
value to the world? For the permanent forces 
of the world are moral forces. They may be 
cradled in the manger because there is no room 
in the inn, they may be tortured on the cross, 
they may be laid in the tomb with steal and 
watch to guard them, but before daybreak they 
are alive again, more fully alive for all that 
they have endured.—J. H. B. Masterman, M. A. 


The Power Station. (795) 

I stood some time ago beside Niagara Falls 
(said Dr. A. C. Dixon, of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, in a recent address), and looking 
down by the bank of the river I saw a great 
house which I was told was the power house. 
In that house was a great dynamo, and from 
thence went wires to Buffalo and to New York. 
They light Toronto by Niagara Falls, heat it 
by the Falls, cook their dinners by the Falls, 
run their tramcars by the Falls and at a sana- 
torium near Toronto the patients get their elec- 
tric baths by the Falls. And in New York 
State there is one gruesome place where the 
Falls also are at work. They electrocute their 
criminals by the power that comes from Nia- 
gara Falls. 

When I went to the Falls again I saw the 
philosophy of it all. Lake Ontario is 169 feet 
below Lake Erie, and if you were to lift up 
Ontario to the level of Erie you would have 
no Falls and no power. 

“Tarry at Jerusalem until ye be endued with 
power from on high.” That is what we need— 
to. get down, to get under, to humble ourselves 
before God, that the power from on high may 
come upon us. It is something to have power 
from behind, such as a church with prestige 
and a history; something to have power from 
before, such as the thrill and hope of coming 
achievement; something to have power round 
about us; such as organization, and culture, 
and wealth; but, somehow, the power behind 
and in front, and round about us is all power on 
the level. What we need is the power from 
on high, the power borne along from the great 
dynamo of God. 

Along those lines comes the power which 
gives light to bring to the benighted. Along 
those lines comes the power which gives 
warmth, and sympathy and companionship. 
Along those lines comes the power for locomo- 
tion—the power to go about doing good. Along 
those lines comes pulsing health, quickening us 
spiritually, a tonic, a refreshment. And along 
those lines comes also death. For, I remem- 
ber, as I turn from that gruesome place where 
the power of Niagara Falls is used to rid the 
State of its criminals, that the power from on 
high can execute my sinful self; my selfish- 
ness, my carnality, everything that is displeas- 
ing to God can be put in the chair of judg- 
ment and the power can be turned on and 
they are gone, and I am free from the body 
of this death, 


He Had Helped. (796) 

Bishop Stileman, at a recent meeting, “en- 
thused” the audience by telling them of a story 
he had heard of a young soldier who in one 
of the attacks upon an enemy position fell 
mortally wounded. He was hardly conscious of 
what was going on when he heard the sound 
of cheering. Some one was bending over him 


and he said, “What is that for?” They said, 
“Our boys have planted the flag. They have 
taken the position and planted the flagyiy Eis 
eyes were dim and he could not see that float- 
ing flag, but a smile of joy and peace passed 
over his features before he died and he was 
able to say, “I helped to put it there.” 

When the great day comes that the banner 
of Christ will float over the whole earth and 
when the whole earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea, then in deep humility, but, nevertheless, 
is overflowing joy shall we be able to say, by 
God’s grace, “I helped to put it there.” 


The Healing Flowers. (797) 

This healing that comes from thoughts of 
home and mother is well illustrated in a story a 
nurse tells; how that one of her patients, 
wounded in some unnamed fight at sea, was 
slowly sinking; the ebb-tide was taking him 
out. His mother was an old, old lady who 
could not leave her chair, but when she heard 
of his being in the hospital, she sent a great 
bunch of flowers she called “lupins.” The 
nurse put them near the bed and in the morn- 
ing the sailor’s restless eyes saw the tall 
flower-spires blue and white. He looked at 
them hunegrily. 

“Where did they come from?” he whispered. 

She told him. 

“They grew,” he murmured, “just where— 
I was born—always there—since I remember 
—father planted them—the blue ones—mother 
—the white ones.” 

From that hour the eyes rolled no longer. 
They were fixed on the tall flowers—and every 
second day more came from the dear mother 
with other sweet messages of her love. With 
that the tide ceased to ebb and began to flow, 
bringing back the drifting boat of life to the 
shores of time again. ‘The flowers did it,” 


said the nurse telling the story. “Good Doc- 
tor Lupins.”—Thomas Cassels. 
Ducks and Fox. (798) 


A certain young soldier at a rest camp after 
careful perusal of a newspaper, weeks old, 
fell into a reverie. His chum, shaking him 
back into France again, demanded what he was 
dreaming about. 

“Why!” he replied, “I have been bothering 
about the ducks.” 

“The ducks?” said the other staring. 

“Yes, the ducks. You see mother runs our 
tiny farm now I’m away. She manages some- 
how, but this daylight saving notion is going 
to do her out of a bit of sleep. The cow is 
all right; she can bring her home an hour 
sooner, but it beats me what she is going to 
do about the ducks. They don’t know anything 
about the clock having to be an hour fast, 
and even if they did they wouldn’t mind. And 
you can’t herd ducks as you can herd cows. 
So I doubt mother will have to sit up for 
them coming home, and then get up an hour 
sooner in the morning along with other folks.” 

“Och,” said his chum, with the air of a man 
triumphantly solving a knotty problem, “you | 
needn’t bother your old head about it. What 
she’ll do, she’ll go to bed and leave the ducks 
to come home when they like.” 

“Indeed!” said the other with much scorn, 
“do you think my mother’s a know-nothing? 
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Haven’t ye heard of a thing that runs on four 
legs called a fox?”—Thomas Cassels. 


Watchman: What of the Night? (799) 
Watchman! What of the night? 
No light we see,— 
Our souls are bruised and sickened with the 
sight 
Of this foul crime against humanity. 
The Ways are dark 
“YT see the morning light!” 


—The Ways are dark; 
Faith folds her wings; and Hope, in piteous 
plight, 
Has dimmed her radiant lamp to feeblest spark. 
Love bleeding lies— 
“I see the morning light!” 


—Love bleeding lies, 
Struck down by this grim fury of despite 
Which once again her Master crucifies. 
He dies again— 

“IT see the morning light!” 


—He dies again, 
By evil slain! Who died for man’s respite, 
By man’s insensate rage again is slain. 
O, woeful sight!— 
“T see the morning light!” 


—Beyond the war clouds and the reddened 
ways 
I see the promise of the coming days! 
I see His Son arise, new charged with grace; 
Harth’s tears to dry and all her woes efface! 
Christ lives! Christ loves! Christ rules! 
No more shall might, 
Though leagued with all the forces of the night, 
Ride over right. No more shall wrong 
The world’s dread agonies prolong. 
Who waits His time shall surely see 
The triumph of His constancy: 
When, without let, or bar, or stay, 
The coming of His perfect day 
Shall sweep the powers of night away— 
And faith, replumed, for nobler flight, 
And hope, aglow with radiance bright, 
And love, in loveliness bedight. 
“Shall greet the morning light!’ - 
—John Oxenham. 


ILLUSTRATIONS FROM LIFE 
REV. T. M. FOTHERGILL, Ph. D. 


Conversion: Made Manifest. 

Gal~ 6:16. 
Speaking in Bradford, England, Mr. Ferrens 
told how a Bradford teacher asked her scholars 
to name on their slates the most wonderful 
thing that had happened during the past month. 
One little girl wrote, “Father has been to 
Eastbrook and got converted and I’ve got a 
new daddy.” “A new creature in Christ Jesus,” 
is what we are made when its converting 
power of the gospel lays hold of us. This 
child saw it in a changed father, as the early 
Christians saw it in Saul of Tarsus, when he 
had seen Jesus on the highway. Conversion 
that is not seen and known by a changed life 

is not worth much and is discredited. 


(800) 


Denominations Not Always Advantageous. (801) 
Ephes 4:3:13. 

Undoubtedly we will always have our dif- 
ferences in theology and religious conceptions; 
at the same time, it does seem as if some of 
these differences are so microscopic that they 
might with profit be easily laid aside. Such 
a multiplicity of denominations must often be 
confusing in the heathen’ mind, when our mis- 
sionaries proclaim only one Saviour. Such 
was the experience of a Hawaii missionary 
who said in her autobiography, “I undertook 
the other day to explain to my scholars the 
different denominations. They said, ‘Have you 
you different Gods?’ No, we all worship the 
same living and true and living God. ‘Do you 
have different Bibles?’ Oh, no; there is but 
one Bible, the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments, written by men divinely in- 
spired. ‘Have you all the same Saviour?’ Yes, 
the same. ‘Well, then, with the same God, 
the same Bible and the same Saviour, we can- 
not uuderstand why you differ.” The mission- 
ary was non-plussed, and says she was ashamed 
to explain the matter further, so she simply 


told them that the time was near when there 
would be one fold and one shepherd. And 
unity there is strength; since we have such 
paltry things that keep Protestants apart. In 
unity there is strength; since we have such 
tremendous evil forces to combat, Christian 
people ought to seek the things that minister 
to unification and so present a solid front 
before the flood-tide of evil. 


Church: a Welcome To. 
Rom. 12:13, James 11:1-4. 


Everyone knows of the genial and kindly 
nature of Oliver Wendell Holmes; what he 
was in his home, in social life and in his 
literary productions, generous and hospitable— 
he showed himself to be in the house of God. 
He was a regular worshipper in King’s Chapel, 
Boston. But one Sunday Dr. Chantz attended 
the service. Finding the church well filled and 
standing against the wall, he noticed a courtly 
old gentleman with a pleasant smile, beckon- 
ing to him with his finger. Thinking there 
was space he responded to the call and was 
then invited by the old gentleman to take his 
seat. The stranger then protested, but the 
other insisted and took the stranger’s standing 
place by the wall. After the service, Dr. 
Chantz thanked the gentleman warmly and ex- 
pressed his regret at seeing him stand, where- 
upon Dr. Holmes said, “You are a stranger, this 
is my home.” Such hospitality in the sanctuary 
is well worth copying when we have a church 
home; all strangers should be made to feel 
welcome by courteous and kindly attention. 


(803) 


(802) 


Natural Condition of Man. 
Verslse2s. Johnnessa, 

Many people are disposed to dilate upon the 

effects of modern civilization to such an extent 

as to lead us to suppose that man has so far 

advanced that he hardly needs to pass through 
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any such change as conversion. But do we 
not in reality confuse the advance of science 
with the progress of man’s natural condition. 
Science may give a man more accurate knowl- 
edge and more conveniences and utilities of 
life, while at the same time he is not inwardly 
improved one whit. The heart of man remains 
the same whether in a palace or in a pig-stye. 
In both cases it needs a savoring change. Bos- 
well remarked to Johnson, “Don’t you think 
that man is naturally good?’ ‘‘No;” was the 
answer. “No more than a wolf.” The old 
prophet used another metaphor to express the 
same thing when he said, “Can the Ethiopean 
change his skin or the leopard his spots?” 


Thrift. 
Prove dss4 S23) 
It is not always easy to distinguish between 
thrift and niggardliness. Under the guise of 
thrift many a man has hidden contemptible 
parsimony. At the same time as one contem- 
porary points out, well regulated thrift is a 
virtue to be carefully cultivated. In the coun- 
tries at war, we hear much of thrift, and usu- 
ally it is thrift for the other man, while the 
advocate of thrift is a spendthrift. In these 
days of automobiles, when, if reports are true, 
thousands mortgage their homes, farms and 
property to secure a car in order to be like 
their neighbors, it is, however, doubly urgent 
that the virtue of thrift should be commended. 
This is what the Kansas City Star says: 
“Sixty-six of every one hundred persons dying 
in the United States have absolutely no estate; 
they die penniless. Of the remaining thirty- 
four persons, 25 never accumulate $1,200 in 
their life-time and die with less than that. 
Only nine persons in one hundred have more 
than $500 when they die. 


“Only two per cent of the whole population 
may be classed as well-to-do. The other 98 
per cent have only their wages from day to 
day or are dependent upon relatives or upon 
charity. Of every one hundred persons who 
reach the age of 65, no fewer than ninety- 
seven are wholly or partly dependent upon re- 
latives, friends or charity for food, clothing 
and shelter.” 


These are startling words; a young person 
has only nine chances in a hundred to accumu- 
late $5,000, and his only chance to be one of 
those fortunate ones is to begin in early life 
to save, to put a curb upon his wants and take 
care of the small sums. Said one, “Man is 
rich in the fewness of his wants,” a remark 
that is well worth taking to heart. 


(804) 


Laughter, (805) 
Prov. lige 2: 

We note with interest a very profitable ar- 
ticle on “The Abuse of Laughter,” by Prof. 
James Moffat, in a recent Expositor. He re- 
marks, truly that “hardly anything in our na- 
ture is more characteristic than what we choose 
to laugh at, or the tone in which we laugh. 
If there is anything vulgar, coarse, vain, sour, 
callous or malicious lying in our hearts it will 
be apt to come out in our laughter.” 

How true! A man ought to laugh. Anyone 
who has got beyond the laughing stage of life is 
surely well-nigh swallowed up of tears or 
sorrow. A good laugh dispels many a cloud. 


“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine, | 
but a broken spirit drieth the bones.” ! 
Christians, Classification of. (806) 

Rev. 3:15. 

An acquaintance of ours used to classify 
Christians as workers, shirkers and jerkers; 
workers were the reliable and constant toilers; 
shirkers were those who neglected their duties, 
and jerkers those who wrought by fits and 
starts, like the man who said, “That off and 
on he had been a teetotaller for 40 years.’ 
The Continent, however, gives us a classifica- 
tion of a certain college alumni, which much 
resembles some churches and Christians. It 
says of the alumni, there are those: First, 
known to be alive; second, those known to be 
dead, and finally, those supposed to be living. 
In the first are those in close touch with 
the college, in the second class those of whose 
death a definite report has been received and 
the third class are all who have drifted away 
and of whom it is not known whether they 
are dead or alive. How many of us Christians 
come under the class, supposed to be living. 
“Neither cold nor hot.” 

Peace at Home. (807) 
PROV. CUTE LS ee: 

It is evident that Henry Ford, the automobile 
manufacturer of Detroit, lays stress on peace 
at home, so far as his workmen are concerned. 
This fact comes out in a case which came into 
court when a Ford employee was before the 
magistrate. Mr. Ford made it clear that he in- 
sists that his workmen living at peace with 
their wives or else leave the service of the 
company. His theory is that a man cannot do 
good work if he starts the day with a quarrel. 

How true! To do his best work a man must 
have a peaceful mind and contented heart. A 
quarrelsome home is the source of inefficiency, 
besides a great many other evils. 

A well-ordered home for both husband, wife 
and children makes for the best work and best 
enjoyment and the highest good. Save us from 
a quarrelsome disposition. A good woman 
prayed every morning that God would give 
her grace so that she might be easy to live 
with, a prayer that might also be offered by 
the husband. 


Rebuke in a Kindly Manner. 
Prov. 26:4, 5. 

“Answer a fool according to his folly,” ‘“An- 
swer not a fool according to his folly.’ While 
these two proverbs appear to be quite opposed 
to one another, they yet are true when applied in 
varied circumstances to answer a fool wisely, 
needs Gonsiderable tact and judgment. This 
was very apparent in a case which came before 
President Dwight, of Yale, and to Dr. Hadley, his 
successor. The matter called for great diplom- 
acy, and Dr. Hadley said, “If the issue is forced 
upon us we must, I think, tell the truth.” 
“Yes,” said the president, “but even then 
not butt end foremost.” An unwelcome truth 
must sometimes be told, but even in that case 
we ought, by our manner of telling it, create 
an acceptance of that truth in the mind of the 
one we wish to help. Arch-Bishop Tait knew 
the value of this kindly procedure, for when 
he told his secretary to write to a certain 
clergyman and tell him, that he was a great 

idiot, he added, but “say it kindly.” 


(809) 
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THE HOMILETIC YEAR—SEPTEMBER 


G. B. F. HALLOCK, D. D. 


RALLY DAY 


DAY OF PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS 


RALLY DAY 


: This festival, Rally Day, is rapidly growing 
in favor. It comes at the end of the summer 
break-up, and is used as a means of rallying 
the forces again for the work of the fall and 
winter. When a general is preparing for a bat- 
tle he is said to rally his forces. When a 
sick person begins to recover it is said of him 
that he is rallying. When a bookbinder brings 
together in one place the different sections of 
a book to be bound into one he is said to be 
rallying or collecting the book. All of these 
phases may be applied to the Sunday School 
work; we are rallying our forces for the great 
campaign of the fall and winter. The Sunday 
School has not been up to its full strength 
and vigor in the summer and is now girding on 
its power. And, like gathering the sections of a 
book, the rallying process binds it into a unit 
so that it is usable. 


Let us make Rally Day this year a real start 
in downright Christian effort. Let us, fellow 
pastors, aim to lead all in our churches who 
have found Christ to dedicate themselves afresh 
to the greatest of all works—that of winning 
lost souls to Christ during this coming sea- 
son. 


Suggestive Texts and Themes. (810) 


Dreaming and Doing: Rally Day Talk to 
Young People: Gen. 37:5. Dream gently and 
do greatly. 


Crowns! Crowns! Crowns! I. A crown of life, 
Jas. 1:12, Rev. 2:10. II. A crown of victory. 
1 Cor. 9:5. III. A crown of righteousness, 
2 Tim. 4:8. IV. A crown of rejoicing. V. A 
crown of glory. 1 Pet. 5:2-4. 


Holding Fast, or Perserverance: Rev. 2:25, 26. 
King Robert Bruce said to his followers: “We 
have been beaten twelve times. Let us learn a 
lesson from the spider and try again.” He 
did try and succeeded, and kept on trying till 
he drove the enemy out of Scotland. 

The Rally Day Idea: ‘“O Lord, revive thy 
work in the midst of the years.” Hab. 3:2. 

Essential Thoughts for Rally Day: “Let the 
words of Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom.” Col. 3:16. 


Harvest Thoughts: 
28:1. The shortness of life. 
Isa 34:4. The certainty of death. III. Golden 
grain. Mark 4:29. The fruit of grace. IV. 
Busy reapers. John 4:38. The coming glory. 


The Best-Known Bible Text: John 3:16. I. 
“For God’—Eternal love. II. ‘So loved’—Un- 
measurable love. III. “The world that he 
gave’—Unworthy object. IV. “His only begot- 
ten son’—Greatest gift. V. “That whosoever” 
—Largest invitation. VI. “Believeth in Him” 
—The simplest way. VII. “Should not perish” 
—Mightiest rescue. VIII. “But have everlast- 
ing life’—Richest possession. 


I. Fading flowers. Isa. 
II. Falling leaves. 


The Mightiest Work: 1 Tim. 1:15. I. “This 
is a faithful saying”—A sure declaration. II. 
“Worthy of all acceptance’—A safe investment. 
Ill. “That Jesus Christ came’—A divinest mis- 
sion. IV. “Into the world’—A neediest place. 
V. “To save sinners”’—A mightiest work. 


A Preacher and His Message: Isa. 41:1-11. 
I. The prepared preacher. ‘“‘Annointed me to 
preach.” Acts 10:38. II. The divine message. 
“Good tidings.” Luke 2:10; Acts 13:32. IIT. 
The great deliverance. “Liberty to the cap- 


tives.” Rom. 1:6; John 8:36. IV. The favored 
time. ‘The acceptable year of the Lord.” Luke 
SV Ne? Cort 65:2: 


Rally Day Outfit: I. Shod to walk. Deut. 
33:25; HEphe. 6:15. II. Girded to serve. Ps. 
18:82; John 13:4. III. Armed to fight, Ephe. 
Calne hai neiG 302; 

FRehind and Before: Phil. 3:12. I. “Forget- 
ting’’—the things that are behind. II. “Forth- 
reaching’—to the glories that are before. 

Lord and Master: Acts 27:35. I. “Whose 

I am—Christ my owner. II. “Whom I serve” 
—Christ my master. 
. A Threefold Working: I. The Lord working 
for us. John 17:4. II. The Lord working in 
us. Heb. 13:21. III. The Lord working with 
us. Mark 16:20. 


Some Rally Day Methods. (811) 

The time of the year makes it possible to 
have very beautiful decorations and in large 
variety. As it is sort of a harvest home gath- 
ering the decorations may be appropriate to 
that thought. Our building was certainly never 
more beautifully decorated than when we used 
corn stalks with the full ears of corn still 
upon them. A shock of wheat upon the plat- 
form is very appropriate. Ears of corn tied 
up by the husks are also beautiful. Fruits 
and fall flowers are always in abundance and 
make fitting decorations. 

Rally Ray usually occurs on the last Sun- 
day of September and the Sunday School hour 
is devoted largely to it. The music is specially 
selected and is of a strong, vigorous character. 
Sometimes a speaker is brought in from outside 
to make a short address. We always have, 
however, on that day our “grand review.” When 
everything is in readiness the orchestra begins 
to play a processional. Everybody in the school 
and all who are in the building march in 
order by the platform, depositing their offering 
envelopes as they pass. First come the little. 
ones of the cradle roll, carried or led by their 
parents, then the beginners, followed by the 
primaries and the other departments of the 
school in the order of their age, the senior 
department, home department and visitors com- 
ing last. This procession is continuous until 
everybody in the house has passed the plat- 
form and made his offering. It is a very 
beautiful sight. Various devices are used ta 
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receive the offerings upon the platform. One 
year the bank, so-called, was a very large 
pumpkin; another year a plaster of Paris egg, 
about two feet long, laid in a nest of straw. 
Again we used a small barrel; this year there 
was upon the platform a beautiful cross de- 
corated with flowers and at the foot of it a box 
into which the envelopes were dropped. Thus 
they deposited their offerings at the foot of the 
cross.—M. L. 


A Rally Day Program. (812) 
A certain Rally Day program was built one 
year on the school motto: “Every member 
present every Sunday, on time, with his own 
Bible, a studied lesson and a mind to learn.” 
The school colors were carried out in the de- 
corations and in the purple and gold of the 
ladder hanging at the back of the platform. 
As each phrase of the motto was developed, one 
of those taking part hung a card lettered ap- 
propriately in gold, as a rung on the ladder. 
As the secretary of the school placed the 
first rung, “every member,” a representative 
from each department passed across the plat- 
form showing a card with the number of 
members of his department. 


With “Every Sunday” the school sang 
“Work, for the Night is Coming,” and a recita- 
tation, “If I Were You,” was given. A primary 
girl told the story of the Ten Virgins, placing 
the monogram of the O. T. (“on-timers”) on the 
ladder. ‘‘His own Bible” was represented by a 
Bible song by a junior class as they placed a 
picture of the open Book. An intermediate boy 
told “What some great men think of the Bible,” 
placing the card “Studied Lesson.” For “A 
liberal offering,’ a bag of money was hung as 
another intermediate told of Joash the builder 
and the people who gave gladly to rebuild the 
temple. The teacher of the Philatheas closed 
with the story of Solomon’s choice. 


An Olden-Time Rally Day. 
“So the wall was finished.” Neh. 6:15. 


This sounds like the signal of triumph over 
difficulties, and so it was. The rebuilding of 
Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s time was an olden- 
time rally. The path of service for God is a 
wonderful mixture of bother and blessing, work 
and: weariness, trial and triumph. It has al- 
ways been so. These things that ancient rally 
showed, faith and devotion (“I am doing a great 
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work”); busy hands (‘had a mind to the 
work”); the blessing of God (‘the work was 
wrought of God’). The steps—Prayer, Bless- 
ing, Progress, Action, Work, Warfare, Vic- 
tory. 

There were three things that specially 
characterized this rally and led to success. Let 


us consider them. 


1. The first was earnestness. Yes, all these 
workers had their hearts in the work. They 
had a mind to work and worked with a will. 
True earnestness is not mere excitement nor 
matured impulse. Harnestness in God’s work 
is the fruit of a deep conviction of the need, the 
fitness, the blessing of God’s work. It is like 
the enlistment of soldiers who go to war from 
the truest motives of patriotism and duty. 


2. The second was perseverance. They kept 
kept on building till the wall was finished. Per- 


sistency is the handmaid of earnestness. “Past 
tient continuance in well doing is pleasing to 

God.” Many begin well, but stop and turn 

aside. Let us not alone be enthusiastic on this 

our Rally Day, but let us be earnest and persist- 

ent in pushing forward the work of our church 

and school all the year through. 

8. The third was prayer. Nehemiah was a 
man of God, therefore, a man of prayer. He 
began with prayer, continued with prayer, and 
took every step with prayer. He did nothing; 
without God. One, with God, is always a ma~ 
jority. 

4. The triumph of faith. 
finished.” 


“So the wall was 


A Rally Day Example. (814) 


Nehemiah 1:1-4. 

The time of the rebuilding of the walls of 
Jerusalem was a great rally time in the his- 
tory of the Jews. Let us learn for our Rally 
Day something of value from the character of 
Nehemiah the great leader in that rally. 

The Book of Nehemiah consists chiefly of an 
autobiography of a remarkable man. Nehemiah 
was no ordinary individual, but a special in- 
strument chosen by the Lord to do a wonder- 
ful work, and he did it. As a Jew he was in 
the deepest sympathy with his people; and asa 
leader of men he possessed a great deal of tact, 
common sense and grace, and his example is 
full of stimulus and help for every Christian 
worker. A few notes of his personal character 
may guide us to the same kind of active ser- 
vice. 


1. He was a man of God, or God’s man for 
his time. He was in the line of God’s purposes 
and plans; he knew God’s heart of love for 
Israel; he saw God’s hand in every event, and 
he knew God’s word could never fail. 


2. He was a man of prayer. He knew the 
great secret of relief. In this science Nehemiah 
was proficient. Prayer is both the telegraph 
of faith and the telephone of love, and Nehe- 
miah understood both. A little girl being asked, 
“What is prayer?” replied, “Prayer is the wish 
of the heart.” 

3. He was a man of intelligence. His mind 
was sanctified as well as his heart; he knew 
God; he knew his Bible; he knew men and 
things; he knew histcry, and he knew his 
business. 

4. He was a man of action. He was not a 
man of theory, plan, and purpose only, but of 
practical service. He had method, patience, 
courage and thoroughness. He saw what was 
to be done, and did it. He had a few great 
principles of service so useful for every worker, 
namely, Division of Labor, Adaptation of Work- 
ers, Honesty and Economy, Co-operation and 
concentration. He had wonderful tact in do- 
ing the right thing at the right time. 

V. He was a full of the Holy Ghost. There- 
fore, faithful and hopeful; prayerful and cheer- 
ful; joyful and glad. 

What is it to be a man of God? It is to have 
a heart in touch with God by the Holy Spirit, a 
mind in the light of God by the Scriptures, a 
life in harmony with God by obedience. To be 
in the secret of God by prayer, and to delight 
in the service of God with a heart burning 
with love-—Adapted by Rev. C. Edwards. 
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Rally for the Kingdom of God. 
. There are seven uses of the word “kingdom” 
in the New Testament. We can learn from 
each use in our Rally today. It is a rally for 
God's kingdom. 
1. The kindom of God. John 3:3. 


(815) 


The kingdom of heaven. Matt. 3:2. 

The kingdom of his dear Son. Col. 1:13. 
The kingdom of the Father. Matt. 13:23. 
The kingdom of the Son of Man.‘ Luke 


1:33 


2 
5} 
4. 
by 
<3 
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The everlasting kingdom. 2 Pet. 1:11. 


DAY OF PRAYER FOR SCHOOLS 


The second Sunday of September is design- 
ated as the Day of Prayer for Schools. The 
time is most appropriate, coming as its does 
so near the opening of the school year. We 
are all interested in Christian education. Let 
us, fellow pastors, take advantage of this day 
to preach upon the theme. 


(816) 
Prov. 


Suggestive Texts and Themes. 
The Consecration of School Life: 
4:1-13. 
The Blessed Nation: .“Blessed is the nation 
whose God is Jehovah, the people whom he hath 
chosen for his own inheritance.” Ps. 33:12. 


The Source of Authority in Moral Instruc- 
tion: Deut. 17:18-20.. 

The Bible and Our Children: “These words 
which I command thee this day, shall be upon 
thy heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children.” Deut. 6:6, 7. 


The Right of the Bible to a Place in Public 
Education: “And they taught in Judah, having 
the book of the law of Jehovah with them; and 
they went about throughout all the cities of 
Judah and taught among the people.” 2. Chron. 
TP aS 

Wisdom and Knowledge: ‘The fear of Jeho- 
vah is the beginning of wisdom; and the knowl- 
edge of the Holy One is understanding.” Prov. 
9510. 

Getting Ready for Life: Luke 14:28-32. 

Our Responsibility for Oncoming Generations. 
(817) 

“Tell ye your children of it, and let your 
children tell their children and their children 
another generation.” Joel 1:3. 

A responsibility imposed by nature, by com- 
mon sentiment, and by the Word of God. 

1. Least of all, we owe our children a sup- 
port. 

Such-an obligation is instinctive. 
provide‘for their young. 

2. We owe our children a life. 

A pure life; every child has the right to be 
born well. A godly, exemplary life; the first 
school room is the home. 

3. We owe our children sound instruction. 

About the fireside; from the teacher’s desk; 
in the house of God. True education embraces 
the whole man—intellect, sensibilities and will. 
It seeks to train head, hand and heart. Can the 
superstructure of character endure life’s stress 
and strain if we omit from the foundations the 
“chief corner-stone?” 

4. Overtopping every other obligation to our 
children is the responsibility and privilege of 
speaking to them of the claims of Christ Jesus. 


The birds 


“Tell ye your children.”—Rev. James M. Fergu- 


son. 


The Conquering King. (818) 


Rev. 19:11-16. Scripture Lesson, Ps. 2 and 
Daniel 2:44-49, 
Introduction. The ideas and ideals of Jesus 


are winning today. In spite of present ap- 
pearances they will continue to win. The vision 
of this text was given to assure us of that in 
dark days. 

1. This is a vision of a present reality. 
These pictures of the book of Revelation are to 
give us glimpses of the events of the present 
age. Each portrays some particular aspect of 
at. 

2. The central figure of this vision is Jesus 
of Nazareth; glorified. Verses 11 to 13 are the 
description that identifies him. Faithful and 
true are attributes. The Word of God. Strange 
appellation that no man but himself perfectly 
comprehends, his vesture dipped in blood sig- 
nifying his destroying his enemies. Riding 
upon a white horse signifiying his conquering 
progress. 

3. The title upon his armor and his gar- 
ments, “King of kings and Lord of lords.” In 
this he assumes his right to govern and indi- 
eates his relations to the governments of the 
earth as well as individuals. 

4. The forces of his conflict are “the sword of 
his mouth” which is the teaching he gave to 
men. We see today how men will and do fight for 
those ideals of democracy, and individual worth 
and freedom that are the direct product of his 
teachings. Those forces of the redeemed which 
accompany him in white robes are the heavenly 
staff who witness the triumph of heaven’s King. 

5. The vision shows him engaged in the con- 
flict of the ages. This is the aspect of the King 
toward his enemies. It is he that is on the 
side of righteousness. This conflict will con- 
tinue so long as the high priests of paganism 
proclaim from the temples of earth, “Odin who 
is greater than Javeh,”’ and it will be the 
bloody conflict of national warfare as long as 
any ruler responds, “Amen.” It was of this 
that he spoke when he said, “I came not to 
send peace but a sword.” 

Conclusion. From looking at this vision there 
leaps to our minds the words of the second 
psalm, “Kiss the Son lest he be angry and ye 
perish from the way when his wrath is kindled. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in 
Him.’—Rev. William Parsons, D. D: 


Wisdom Versus War. (819) 

“Wisdom is better than weapons of war.” 
Heel 9: 185 

1. Difficulties are constantly arising among 
the nations of the world. 

2. True wisdom on the part of nations and 
rulers will lead to a proper adjustment of all 
international differences. 

3. The highest wisdom for nations and rul- 
ers is found in the Word of God. 
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4, Therefore, the nation in its public schools 
should instruct its future citizens in the Bible. 
—Rev. T. H. Acheson. 


Principles of National Christianity. (820) 

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the 
Mordsaeehs. sack 

1. Most of our State Constitutions contain 
acknowledgments of God. The form of oath 
usually administered contains an appeal to God. 
The God of the State is the God of the First 
Commandment. The State, therefore, has a 
God, which is the first essential element of a 
religion. 

2. While there are no constitutions or laws 
that acknowledge Jesus Christ, there are judi- 
cial decisions that do, especially that one writ- 
ten by Judge Brewer in which it is declared 
that this is a Christian nation. The nation, 
therefore, has a Christ, which is the second es- 
sential of a true religion. 

3. All our State Constitutions provide for 
freedom of religious worship. This is a partial 
recognition of the Second Commandment. 

4. All the seven commandments of the De- 
calogue from the third to the ninth, inclusive, 
are embodied with more or less fullness in the 
statue laws of all the States. There are laws 
against blasphemy. The first day of the week is 
protected as the day of rest. The authority 
of parents and the care of children are provided 
for. Human life is protected. There are laws 
to guard the family relation and to suppress 
licentiousness. The rights of property are se- 
cured. Slander, false witness and perjury are 
prohibited. The State, therefore, has a moral 
code.—Rev. R. C. Wylie. 


National Tranquility. (821) 
“Now for a long season Israel was without 
the true God, and without a teaching priest, 
and without law. And in those times 
there was no peace to him that went out, nor to 
him that came in, but great vexations were 
upon all the inhabitants of the lands.” 2 Chron. 
Bios 4. 
Three essentials of National Tranquility: 
1. “God.” This means: 
1. The restraints and encouragements of 
an implicit faith. 
2. The presence and power of a Divine 


ally. 
2. “Teaching priest.” This means religious 
education. Deut. 6:7-9. 
3. “Law.” Personal liberty threatened to 


make Israel a nation of outlaws.—Rev. M. M. 
Pearce, D. D. 


Moral Education a National Necessity (822) 

Years ago de Tocqueville, the great French 
statesman, was sent to America to study our 
institutions. On his return to France he made 
his report to the French Senate and in that re- 
port said: “Sirs, I went at your bidding; I 
ascended their mountains; I went down into 
their valleys; I visited their commercial mar- 
kets and their emporiums of trade; I entered 


legislative halls and their judicial courts. 
I searched everywhere in vain until I en- 
tered the church. It was there, sirs, as 


I listened to the soul-elevating and _ gsoul- 
equalizing gospel of Christ, as it fell from 
Sabbath to Sabbath upon the waiting multi- 
tudes, that I learned why America is great 


and free and France is a slave.’ Webster 
said: ‘When the public mind becomes vitiated 
and corrupt, laws are a nullity and constitu- 
tions so much waste paper.” Washington very 
wisely said: “Whatever may be conceded to 
the influence of refined education on minds of 
peculiar structure, reason and experience both 
forbid us to expect that national morality can 
prevail in exclusion of religious principle.”—Ed- 
ward Blake. 


Public Schools and Religion. (823) 
Religion is the mother of our public schools. 
The child which rises up in its supposed dignity 
and abuses and beats its mother is an unre- 
generate scamp. We would have had no public 
schools_or higher education in this country yet 
if Christianity had not gone forward and paved 
the way. Our educational system occupies its 
eminent position today because it climbed there 
on the ladder of religion. An occasional man 
has no more sense than to kick down the lad- 
der which he climbed up. His effort to walk 
the air will prove fatal. He will find it out 
later. if he is not unconscious or dead through 
his fall—The Religious Telescope. 


Teach Bible Ideals. (824) 

The Christian Statesman says: “Our public 
schools still deal with the faith of the Egyp- 
tians, with the Olympian deities of the Greeks, 
with the Manitou of the Indians—but must not 
deal with the Bible or the God of the Chris- 
tians. It is the duty of the State to develop 
the highest type of moral character in its citi- 
zenship. No one who has any knowledge of 
human nature believes that a high type of 
moral character can be developed without re- 
ligion. 

“Tt is impracticable to teach sectarian creeds 
in the public schools—no Christian wants that; 
but it is not contrary to the spirit of American 
institutions to teach the fundamental truths of 
the Bible that furnish the basis of true moral 
character. It is contrary to the spirit of 
America to use public funds for proselyting 
purposes, but it is not contrary to American 
ideals to teach the Ten Commandments, the 
Sermon on the Mount, and to appeal to the 
high ideals of true character that the Bible rep- 
resents, and to do it in the name of God as the 
Supreme Ruler of the Universe.” 


Essential Place of Religion in Education (S825) 
The greatest failure of the nineteenth cen- 
tury has been the failure of religious education. 
The eighteenth century closed with a belief in 
the efficiency of education, and the best minds 
of the day seemed to have dreams of universal 
education, and called it the universal panacea 
of all the social ills. We have largely real- 
ized those dreams and have discovered that the 
education of the head alone has not kept the 
promises which the philosophers of the eigh- 
teenth century believed it would keep. Educa- 
tion has not decreased the criminal classes, but 
it has made them more dangerous. Our public 
schools may give an idiot a mind, but they do 
not give him character. They give him the 
power to do harm without the moral force and 
will to restrain him from using that power. In 
educating the head and not the heart and soul, 
the public schools are failing at a crucial 
point.—Rabbi Hirsch. ; 
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EXPOSITOR READERS PLEASE WRITE. “One Thousand Thoughts from Memorial Ad- 

What special equipment do you use in church __ dresses.” 
work most effectively to keep in touch with “One Hundred Great Text and Their Treat- 
members? ment” 

How many special devices do you use in your “One Hundred Revival Sermons.” 


chureh work and in your study-that you would 

like to recommend to fellow pastors. 
Churches are rapidly becoming efficient busi- 

ness organizations, that make use of many 


AMERICA’S CAUSE FOR WAR. 
“The military masters of Germany denied us 


special devices. the right to be neutral. They filled our com- 


If you will relate your experience, it will 


munities with vicious spies and conspirators. 


be the means of helping many of your fellow They sought to corrupt our citizens. * * * They 
pastors, and we are therefore asking as many sought by violence to destroy our industries 
readers as possible to write 200 to 500 words and arrest our commerce. They tried to incite 
on this subject for the October issue of THE Mexico to take up arms against us and to draw 


Se LOR: f ; . ‘ Japan into hostile alliance with her. They im- 
The October issue will be a special equipment ugently denied us the use of the high seas and 
number. repeatedly executed their threat that they would 


To each contributor of article accepted for send to their death any or our people who ven- 
publication, we will give choice of any one tured to approach the coasts of Hurope. * * * 
of the following $2.00 be “This flag under which we serve would have 

“Pastor His Own Evangelist.” been dishonored had we withheld our hand.’”— 


“One Hundred Prayer Meeting Talks and 
Plans.” States. 
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Woodrow Wilson, President of the United 


NEWS, 

The free-will offering taken on the last day of 
the Sunday campaign in New York City amount- 
ed to $120,390, and the executive committee has 
disposed of the sum in four checks, as follows: 


To the American Red Cross, $32,381; to the 
Young Men’s Christian Association war work, 
$32,831; to the Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation war work, $55,300; for baseball outfits 
for American soldiers and sailors, $426.—The 
Standard. 

* * * 


Rev. Alexander Mann, D. D., rector of Trinity 
Protestant Episcopal Church, Boston, has been 
elected bishop of Buffalo by the diocese of West- 
ern New York. This is not the first time that 
the necessity of arriving at such a decision has 
been thrust upon Dr. Mann. In 1908 he was elect- 
ed bishop of Washington, and two years ago 
he was chosen suffragan bishop of Newark, de- 
clining both elections, on the ground that he 
believed his greater duty was to his Boston 
church. It remains to be seen whether the new 
call will make a stronger and more effective ap- 
peal to him.—Watchman-Examiner, 

* * * 


In a town in the Philippines is a little shop 
hardly noticeable except for its quaint name, 
the “Fountain of Righteousness.” The owner is 
a Chinaman, who, from the proceeds of the 
“Fountain” is supporting a school in his native 
town in China, prociding both the building and 
the salary of the teachers. Truly, one would be 
glad to patronize a shop with such a name and 
such an object.— Zion's jierald. 

* 


Dr. George Adam Smith, of Aberdeen, the 
Scottish divine whom the London papers refer to 
as “Principal the Rev. Sir George Adam Smith,” 
has lost his second son, Captain Robert Dunlop 
Smith, killed in action in German East Africa, 
in June. He was twenty-four years old and 
entered the Indian army before the war. His 
elder brother, Lieutenant George Buchanan 
Smith, of the Gordon Highlanders, fell while 
leading his platoon in the charge near Loos, on 
the western front, in September, 1915, 


The Baptist Commonwealth, published in Phil- 
adelphia, has been consolidated with The Watch- 
man-Examiner of Boston, 

* * * 

An Official committee appointed by the British 
government to look into the health and efficiency 
of munition workers reports that a great blun- 
der has been made by crowding such toilers into 
over-work for the sake of big production. The 
committee says: “Munition workers in general 
have been allowed to reach a state of reduced 
efficiency and lowered health which might have 
been avoided without reduction of output by at- 
tention to details of daily and weekly rest.” 
Mighty good lesson for America! 


Much is being said about natives of enemy 
countries in the United States. How many are 
there? According to S. L. Rogers, director of 
the Census Bureau, as quoted in Leslie’s Weckly, 
there are 4,662,000, or slightly more than 4 per 
cent, of the entire population. These are made 
up of natives of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bul- 
garia and Turkey. The totals for each are: 
Germany, 2,349,000; Austria, 1,376,000; Hungary, 
738,000; Turkey, 188,000, and Bulgaria, 11,000. 
Of these the male aliens of twenty-one years of 
age and over number 964,000, which is about 
twice the population of San Francisco in 1910. 
This number is about 8.2 per cent of the total 
number of male inhabitants of the United States 
of the same age limit. 7 

* 
One Car For Each Twenty-nine, 

Astonishing increase in the number of auto- 
mobiles in the United States is shown by figures 


RELIGIOUS REVIEW OF REVIEWS 
CURRENT EVENTS AND LITERATURE USEFUL TO THE PREACHER 


just made public by the federal roads bureau. 
The average is one for every twenty-nine inhab- 
itants. Iowa, with one car for each eleven per- 
sons, leads the country. California, Nebraska, 
and South Dakota rank next. Arkansas is at 
the bottom with one auto to each 116. 

* * * 


Rev. BE. F. Jeffrey of India says, that twenty- 
five years ago he was stoned for taking a low- 
caste Christian through a Brahmin street. Re- 
cently he sat down to a college dinner of all 
castes, and the waiters were servants of low- 
caste birth. Everywhere modern students use 
the school buildings for dinner parties, where 
Hindus and Mohammedans, Christians and Jaims, 
Buddhists ‘and Atheists, eat together.—The 
World Outlook. R f 

Caring For the Insane, 

While the statistics say that there are more 
insane in the country than ever before, the fact 
is that there are not—and the statistics are not 
wrong either. The growth in the number of 
institutions for the insane and the greater care 
given these unfortunates have resulted in com- 
pleter records, hence the apparent increase. Ac- 
cording to the Federal Census Bureau, the popu- 
lation of the United States increased from 91,- 
972,266 on April 15,1910, to 102,826,309 on Jan. 
1, 1917—an increase of 11.80 per cent. According 
to the federal census of Jan. 1, 1910, and the 
census of the National Committee for Mental 
Hygiene on Jan. 1, 1917, the number of insane 
in American institutions increased between the 
dates named from 187,791 to 234,055—an increase 
of 24 per cent, the increase being relatively 
greater than that of the general population in 
every state except Arizona, Kansas, Mississippi, 
Nevada and South Carolina. The total increase 
per 100,000 of the population from 1890 to the 
beginning of January last, a period of twenty-six 
years and seven months, was 57.6 per cent, or 2.2 
a year. From 1890 to 1904 it amounted to 13.6, or 
1 a year, from 1904 to 1910 to 20.6 or 3.4 a year, 
and from 1910 to 1917 to 23.4 or 3.3 a year. It is 
cause for thankfulness that society is now tak- 
ing such excellent care of the insane. The re- 
sult is a willingness on the part of people to 
have the milder ones committed, resulting in 
many cures. But this increases the number of 
insane officially reported. The increase, how- 
ever, should be, in this respect of better care, 
occasion for encouragement. It points to the 
amelioration of social conditions.—Zion’s Herald. 


A chime of twelve bells is being cast in a Troy 
bell foundry (Meneely Bell Company), for the 
belfry of the United-States Military Academy 
at West Point N, Y. It is the gift of Mrs. James 
M. Lawton in memory of her father, General 
Robert Anderson (U. S. M. A. 1825), the defender 
of Fort Sumter. The big bell of the series 
weighs two tons and is fifty-six inches across at 
the mouth.—Christian Advocate. 


TEMPERANCE, 
Senator Lodge’s Arguments. 


Senator Lodge said in his speech against war > 


prohibition that: 

1. “The dairy interests depend upon brewers’ 
by-products for cattle feed, the stoppage of 
brewing would send many milk cattle to the 
slaughter house.” This is not the opinion of 
8,000 New England milk producers. At meet- 
ings held in fifty-eight counties in the six New 
England states, under the direction of the New 
England Milk Producers’ Association, resolu- 
tions were passed demanding that the grain now 
used for the production of malt and distilled 
liquors in the United States be made available 
for the feeding of dairy cattle. 

No other grain used for stock feed is so low 
in total digestible nutrients as brewers’ grain. 
It stands at 56.6 per 100 pounds, while barley 
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averages 75.9 per 100, corn 77.9, oats 60.7, rye 61.8 
wheat 81.1. Moreover, nearly three en as 
much of the better grain, with higher nutritive 
value is used up in the brewing process from 
which the brewers’ grain is a residue. The 
brewers themselves claim to return only 85 per 
cent of the original grain. The 65 per cent not 
returned does not represent all the loss, since 
the returned residue is at least 20 per cent 
poorer in digestible nutrients. If, therefore, any 
considerable number of cows are kept from the 
slaughter house by the brewers’ grains, three 
times as many could be saved for dairy produce 
by the stoppage of brewing. One of the largest 
milk producing firms in New England does not 
use brewers’ grains. ‘The cows don’t like them,” 
is the report. 


2. Senator Lodge says that the stoppage of 
brewing would be likely to double the price of 
bread by suddenly reducing the supply of yeast 
made largely from brewing products, The office of 
the well-known Fleischman’s Yeast Co, specific- 
ally denied that they used brewers’ products in 
making their yeast. It is produced directly from 
the grain. The English professor of agriculture 
in the University of Leeds says, “Various at- 
tempts have been made to turn out from the 
brewery a yeast equal for baking to compressed 
yeast, but without appreciable success.” 

. Senator Lodge states that 100,000 men 
would be thrown out of employment by the 
stoppage of brewing; that would mean the lib- 
eration of that number of workmen from an em- 
ployment where they are not needed for service 
in many other fields where just at present they 
are greatly needed, 


4. Senator Lodge says that he wishes “to con- 
serve the grain,” and therefore would stop the 
making of distilled liquors. But 68,000,000 bush- 
els of grain were used in 1916 in fermented li- 
quors; only 39,000,000 in distilled liquors. He is 
reported to have urged the retention of beer 
and wine to save the revenue. But it is the dis- 
tilled liquors which he proposes to prohibit that 
paid in 1916 the largest portion of liquor reve- 
nue, viz., $156,000,000. Wines and malt liquors 
paid only $91,000,000 revenue. 

5. Senator Lodge considers beer harmless be- 
cause “it carries very little alcohol.” Physi- 
cians, statesmen, philanthropists and_ social 
workers the world over do not agree with this 
statement. Professor Bunge, the great physiol- 
ogical chemist of the University of Basel, said: 
“Beer is the most dangerous of all drinks be- 
cause it is the most seductive. One becomes ac- 
customed to it more readily than to any other, 
and it spoils more quickly than any other the 
‘ce hepa appetite for food and for harmless enjoy- 
ment.” 


Lord D’Abernon, chairman of the British Board 
of Control of the Liquor Traffic, has found that 
beer and other malt liquors alone were respon- 
sible for drunkenness in 40 per cent of 566 Lon- 
don men with whom the cause of drunkenness 
was investigated. Scientific experiments have 
shown that it is beer and wine qualities of alco- 
ho] that impaired the perception and attention 
needed by sentries, signalmen, auto drivers and 
machinists, decreased co-ordination of eye and 
hand work, impaired accuracy and endurance in 
markmanship, diminished muscle working ability. 

6. Senator Lodge draws his conclusions of the 
innocuousness of beer and wine from the fight- 
ing qualities of German and French soldiers. 
But even German surgeons have noted that Turk- 
ish soldiers recover more rapidly from their 
wounds, and attribute it to their abstinence. 
Numerous restrictions have been placed upon 
both the manufacture and sale of liquor in Ger- 
many since the war, but by local and provincial 
authorities instead of central, consequently the 
restructions have varied. Some commanders, it 
is reported, favor the liquor ration; some pro- 
hibit it. But great teachers of hygiene, like 
Professor Gruber, of the Hygienic Institution of 
Munich, have fearlessly and persistently op- 
posed it. Even Germany has cut down the pro- 
duction of beer to 30 per cent of what it was 
before the war in order to save foodstuffs. If 
we let brewing go on unchecked we shall not 
do even as well as Germany. 

The French have lost heavily on account of 
drink. Even censored books coming from 
France show that alcoholism in France is hin- 


dering the production of munitions, the trans- 
portation of supplies retarding the recovery of 
wounded soldiers, causing infractions of military 
discipline crippling the farmers in producing 
food. 

Senator Lodge is reported to have said that 
there is one thing the American people will not 
forgive, and that is failure to do everything we 
can to win this war or any action which di- 
vides sentiment at home. But sentiment and 
sympathy will be divided if the fathers and 
mothers of hundreds of thousands of young 
men give their sons to service and know that 
the United States Senate refused to stop the 
manufacture of beer and wine which are a con- 
stant menace to health, morale and efficiency. 
The women of the land will not be content if 
after giving their sons and brothers they are 
exhorted to save every crumb, and learn that 
the United States Senate permits 68,000,000 bush- 
els of grain to be taken from the food supplies 
needed by their families for the manufacture of 
the liquors that are a constant peril to those 
families—Cora F, Stoddard, of the Scientific 
ee Tederation, in The Congregational- 
st. 

* * * : 

Congressman Randall put it well the other 
day in the house when he said that collecting 
taxes on liquor is like buying nickels at 37 cents 
each, 

* * * 

The South, which has always been sensitive at 
northern criticism of its treatment of the negro 
race and its penchant for lynching, may now 
exclaim: “O, you northern Pharisees! See what 
a self-righteous people really does when it gets 
a taste of what we have been enduring for gen- 
erations!” There is no doubt a measure of jus- 
tice in this natural feeling, but it by no means 
explains the situation. The great influx of 
Negroes from the South is the occasion but not 
at all the underlying cause of this event, which 
must bring a sense of shame and horror to every 
true American. It is a sad story of exploitation 
and graft that goes back for many years. Sen- 
ator Sherman, of Illinois, before the Senate re- 
cently, placed the responsibility upon the “in- 
fernal, lawless, damnable saloons that have in- 
fested East St. Louis and blighted that com- 
munity for years.” The decent voters of that 
city long ago abdicated in favor of a municipal 
government controlled by the worst elements in 
the community. “It is the saloonkeepers of 
Bast St. Louis and their kind who lead the van 
of every lawless movement and breed and spew 
their infamous vermin upon every community 
where they are suffered to exist. I am a ‘bone- 
dry’ senator from now on.” Such was the ver- 
dict of Senator Sherman. More than 100 Ne- 
groes killed and more than 5,000 Negro families 
driven away from their homes—this is the result 
of a race antagonism which has been fanned 
into fury by dirty politics——The Standard. 

* * * 


Beer is far more dangerous to the republic 
than whisKey because it is the boy’s drink. The 
“stein” is the first step toward a drunkard’s 
grave. We have seen a good deal of college life, 
and we never saw an undergraduate ‘spread’ 
decorated with champagne bottles or lacking its 
pitchers of beer. The boy never begins with 
whiskey, but never stops at beer. The beer- 
drinker in his twenties is the whiskey-drinker 
in his forties. We have no plea to enter on be- 
half of the distiller, but as between whiskey and 
beer we would say if the government can only 
stop one of the two let it stop beer—in whose 
cheap and boozy depths the boy takes his first 
lesson in intoxication. And the advocates of 
“these milder beverages’ know what they are 
about when they beg that beer may be retained 
and protected with a halo ’round the “stein.” 

One of the best signs of the times is found in 
the fact that both undergraduates and alumni of 
Yale and Harvard have lately voted to banish 
all intoxicants from their farewell spreads and 
reunion banquets. The boy is getting the better 
of his beer at last, even while certain of his 
fool friends are pleading for its retention sup- 
posing he is still guzzling as he did fifty years 
ago. But it is the brewer, not the boy, who is 
raising all this hullabaloo.—The Advance. 
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Good Gnly For the Soldier? 

Our always lively contemporary, Life, is 
warmly in favor of the legislation which for- 
bids the sale or gift of liquor to men in army or 
navy uniform: “The training camps will have 
trouble and risks enough without hazards by 
whisky.” But Life does not at all favor any 
general prohibition of liquor making and selling. 
“We do not want our war effort to be compli- 
cated by fanatical prohibition legislation.’ No, 
indeed; what we really want is to keep our sol- 
diers and sailors at their best and let the rest 
of the people unfit themselves for their best as 
much as they please. To be a decent soldier a 
man must not drink even a drop of liquor, but to 
be anything else he must be allowed his free- 
dom. And then, besides, the liquor business is a 
fairly good customer of advertising columns. 
It is entirely incidental that in the one issue in 
which these two positions are taken, Life carries 
six display advertisements of liquors, which con- 
stitute a fairly good proportion of the entire 
twenty-four display advertisements of the issue. 
—The Continent. 

* * * 


GENERAL, 


An economic basis for Christian living by la- 
borer and capitalist, artisan and artist, profes- 
sional man and skilled textile worker, is justified 
in that each of them can do more work and bet- 
ter work than a non-Christian class of men. 
Christianity calls for clean living and high 
thinking, and both are conducive to strength of 
muscle and steadiness of nerve. Good habits 
give a deeper tinge of red to the corpuscles in 
the blood. So that the laborer can lift more 
pounds, the weaver can turn out more and better 
cloth, the bookkeeper can add his figures with 
more accuracy, the banker can stand the strain 
of business better, as men of good habits than 
those who have not good habits, * * * 

But right along with this gospel of a heavenly 
inheritance went the gospel of the healing of 
body and mind. Why? Clearly, that the subject 
for membership in the kingdom might be better 
prepared for a more effective citizenship. Bodily 
defects and mental diseases are not fundament- 
ally helpful to the empire of spirit. A sick body 
and a diseased mind are unable to meet the de- 
mands of the Creator, who expects co-operation 
in his world government. The sick and af- 
flicted would seem, in the mind of Jesus, to be 
clogging the wheels of progress in the advance 
of the gospel. But was He not moved with com- 
passion as He looked on the multitude? As- 
suredly; but it was not merely a compassion for 
their bodily sufferings; it involved a far deeper 
compassion which looked with pity upon them 
because they could not work out their destiny. 

They were as sheep having no shepherd,” * * * 

The laws of science are as sacred and invio- 


lable as are the laws of spiritual life. And there 
can be, therefore, no essential clash be- 
tween science and religion, no matter how 
many men of straw either may have in 
the past put into the field against the 
other. Science and religion are the best of 


friends, being, indeed, twin sisters. Bdéth are the 
children of God, and with him there is no favor- 
itism. By a law of science there is a force called 
valence which binds two atoms of hydrogen to 
one atom of oxygen and forms a molecule of wa- 
ter. According to this law there never was a 
molecule of water that was not held together by 
this force. And the law is sacred—cannot be ab- 
rogated, Theology, likewise, declares there is a 
law according to which man is possessed of a 
spirit which entitles him to a place in the kind- 
dom of God. That law is sacred and may not be 
abrogated. There never was a man who was not 
spiritual in nature; and as such, he has ever been 
entitled to a partnership with God in the affairs 
of the empire of Spirit.—Zion’s Herald, 
+ * 


A program of boy training has been set up in 
Canada which is known as“The Canadian Stand- 
ard Efficiency Tests,” a program of religious edu- 
cation for Canadian boys, looking toward their 
fourfold development under four standards: in- 
tellectual, physical, religious and servi,e. 

Under the head of the Intellectual Standard, 
the boy is tested as to his school or college stand- 
ing, his knowledge of sex education, public 
speaking ability, if any; home reading, attend- 


ance upon educational lectures or trips, any) 
adeptness in craftsmanship and his powers of, 
woodcraft observation. Obtainable credits total 
1,000 under this head. 


The Physical Standard includes health, educa- 
tion, camp craft, team games, group games, 
swimming, running, jumping and throwing—all 
easily within the range of the average boy. 

Standard number three is Religious, and under 
this head are apportioned credits for church and 
Sunday School attendance, mid-week Bible dis- 
cussion, observing the Morning Watch, knowl- 
edge of the History of Religion and knowledge 
of music, poetry, art and nature. 

The fourth Standard, the Service one, aims to 
translate all that precedes into life and action, 
so the boy is asked if he is a member of any 
boys’ organization, of his ability to entertain, 
what training for service he has had, what per- 
sonal service rendered, knowledge of what good 
citizenship involves, participation in the three 
C’s Campaign (clean speech, clean sports, clean 
habits), choice of life work, study _of Heroes of 
Service and Nation Study.—The Congregation- 
alist. 

* * * 

A writer in The Congregationalist reports the 
conversation of children whom she found play- 
ing the “war game,’ and comments thereon: 

“Here, forward!” “i've killed that one.” “He's 


all bloody.” “Look!” “There are the trenches.” 
“This is my bayonet, and I'll run it through this 
soldier.” “Kill ’em.” SKIL em~: “Hurray, 
hurray.” 


To an adult mind these two scenes were provo- 
cative of horror and even greater sadness. It is 
almost more than we can bear to have the civil- 
ized world confused and ripped open as it is with 
the greatest war of history, however it may be 
lightened by the hope of future democratic peace. 
But what shall we do if we see our children, 
the future generation who are to hold the peace, 
are being versed in and familiarly hariened to 
the realities of guns and shrapnel? 

It is plainly our duty then to prevent as far 
as we are able such tragic plays as these, to put 
our children to digging tne earth in the sprout- 
ing gardens, to send them out to play the develop- 
ing games of the playground, to give them an in- 
creased interest and opportunity to ply. the arts 
of civilization. But even more, it is our duty to 
contain our feelings in their presence, to set a 
seal upon our lips, to realize that the eight-year 
old boy does not understand the meaning of 
“justification of war by democracy,’’ while he 
does comprehend and visualize the statement of 
“dead soldiers lie three-deep in the trenches.” 
Moreover, if his imagination is stirred by words, 
how much more is it glutted by the war pic- 
tures of the Sunday Supplement, displays of guns 
and battle equipment by curio collectors, and by 
the realistic “war movies!” 

We are all taut. Some of us are feeling the 
nervous tension of war because of the realiza- 
tion that those nearest us will be eventually in 
the battle lines, others because our ideals have 
been shattered—because we know that, however 
we may have cherished peace, we were drawn 
necessarily into this war. There is no doubt that 
it is a time of mental stress for many families. 
But we must spare the children, and that is to 
spare a future world. * 

Words For Our Times. 

I knew Him as a boy. I trusted him because 
of the testimony of my parents and of my minis- 
ter. Since then I have wintered and summered 
with him, and spent days and nights with him. I 
know what he can be when a man sins, and 
fails, and when the heart is hard and loveless. 
I know now him whom once I simply believed, 
and on this seventieth birthday this is my assur- 
ance—that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed to him, You cannot wear him out 
nor tire him. Your sin is no barrier against his 
love.—From a sermon by Rev. F. B. Meyer, of 
London, preached on his recent seventieth birth- 
day. 

* * * 

Some happy talent, and some fortunate oppor- 
tunity, may form the two sides of the ladder on 
which some men mount, but the rounds of the 
ladder must be made of stuff to wear and tear, 
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and there is no substitute for thoroughgoing, 
ardent and sincere earnestness.—Dickens. 
™ * * 


Every boy and girl, every man and woman, of 
whatever age, desires to be happy, but the 
strange thing is that if we give ourselves up to 
the pursuit of happiness alone we can never 
overtake it. Happiness consists in loving and 
being loved. There is enough love in the world, 
but to be loved we must do something to de- 
serve it.—Selected. 

* * * 


It is an old and homely truth, but one that 
never wears out, that duty well and faithfully 
done gives life its truest zest. the face its bright- 
est smile and the heart its most abiding happi- 
ness.—Christian Guardian. 

* * * 

The Hope of Tomorrow. God is nurturing the 
hope of tomorrow in the childhood of today. A 
hundred years ago, Europe was devastated by 
the Napoleonic wars. But “in that day” of dark- 
ness and woe God was preparing a new day for 
the world. When Napoleon fell, there were 
seven lads in English homes, only two of them 
above six years of age: Gladstone, Cobden, 
Bright, Dickens, Browning, Darwin and Shaftes- 
bury, the Seventh. In Italy, Cavour was five, 
Garibaldi eight and Mazzini 10. In America, 
Wendell Phillips was four, Henry Ward Beecher 
two, Charles Sumner four, and Abraham Lincoln 
six.—Congregationalist. 

* * * 

Christian folk not only inherit a kingdom, but 
they are a kingdom. They are a community who 
do the will of the divine King.—J. D. Jones. 

* * 


God’s Signet. The ancient signet was of com- 
mon stuff, clay or stone, redeemed from the 
commonplace by devotion to noble ends. The 
signet royal stood for the king. Wherever it 
came, it spoke of him; representing his author- 
ity, his will, his person. Its preparation was 
simple. It received the royal impress; the image 
and superscription of the king were graven upon 
it. And the impression became the expression. 


Thus did God prepare and use a man. Of Zerub- 
babel, a man of common clay, God said, “I will 
take thee and will make thee.” So he came to 
stand in that day of distress and need as God’s 
representative among men, 

* * * 


The vast distinction between the lives that tri- 
umph and those that go drifting out into the 
night, is not so much the kind of thing they 
meet with as the kind of way in which they un- 
derstand it.—G. H. Morrison. 


* * * 


God’s presence with a man does not mean 
escape from difficulty, from toil, from hardship, 
nor outward shielding from the wrongs that 
man inflict. It rather means grace to enable a 
man to endure and persevere and triumph over 
them all.—Charles Brown, 

* * * 

The dough is not kept on one shelf and the 
leaven on another; the bit of leaven is plunged 
into the heart of the mass, and then the woman 
kneads the whole up in her pan, and so the in- 
fluence is spread. We Christians are not doing 
our duty, nor are we using our capacities, unless 
we fling ourselves frankly and energetically into 
all the currents of the national life, commercial, 
political, municipal, intellectual, and make our 
influence felt in fhem all.—Alexander Maclaren. 

* * 


The method of a master is likely to be a more 
potent educational agent than the master of a 
method.—President Bumpus, 

* * 


We cannot revere anything lofty without our- 
selves becoming exalted; we cannot revere any- 
thing holy without ourselves becoming purer. 
The character of our homage determines our 
character.—John Henry Jowett. 

* 


We are never afraid to criticize, but we have 
almost forgotten to adore.—G. H. Morrison. 
* * * 


You cannot remember the preacher’s text, did 
you say? Perhaps the sermon was about some- 
thing else. 


PRAYER MEETING DEPARTMENT 


The Mid-Week Service. 
A Prayer, 

Lord Jesus, who didst put thine arms of love 
on the hard wood of the cross that all men might 
come within reach of thy saving embrace, clothe 
us in thy spirit that we, stretching forth our 
hands in loving labor for others, may bring those 
who know thee not to the knowledge and love 
of thee who with the Father and the Holy Ghost 
livest and reignest God. Amen.—Bishop Brent. 

Topic For the Month, 
Things to Live By. 

Our general topic is suggested by a recent 
book. Of the things necessary for ‘‘men to live 
by” we have selected four. Let us think on 
these four things and talk about them together 
for these four evenings: Work, Study, Play and 


Worship, 


I WORK, 

Gen, 2:1-3; John 4:34-38; 5:17. 

Expository Notes. 

In the ancient religions God is conceived of 
as an idle despot. With a thought perhaps born 
of a tropical climate, he is pictured as one who 
has nothing to do, who never exerts himself in 
the least. Eternal calm surrounds him; medita- 
tion is his only occupation; indifference is his 
chief characteristic. It is the aptheosis of idle- 
The Greeks and Romans came a little nearer 
to the modern conception of happiness. Their 
gods in Jove’s celestial palace on Olympus had 
more of what we call life. They had mirth and 
laughter, and feasting and gayety. But they 
were also indifferent to the welfare of mankind, 


except as that appealed to an impulse or a cap- 


dice of theirs. And only “lame Vulcan” worked! 

But the Hebrew Scriptures open with a pic- 
ture of God thinking, planning, acting. And all 
is looking forward to the future comfort and 
happiness of the man whom God created in his 
own image. And the man is straightway given a 
task, to complete the work which God had be- 
gun, to subdue the earth ang to have dominion 
over it, 

The Hebrew God is an individual who works! 
And the man, made in God’s image, must work 
to be happy. The picture in Genesis is of care- 
fully planned work, deliberately carried out, 
with a definite purpose in view. 

Long afterward Jesus said to the Judeans, 
“My Father worketh even until now and I work.” 
And to the wondering disciples surprised to find 
the man they had left faint and weary, appar- 
ently refreshed, he said, ‘‘“My food is to do the 
will of him that sent me, and to accomplish his 
work.” We sometimes say of a Man on a vaca- 
tion, “He would rather fish than eat,’’ and the 
force of comparison can no farther go. 

When Isaiah would put his thought of the 
ideal_Israel into visible portraiture, he makes 
Jehovah say, “Israel, my servant.” A worker 
may exert himself for himself, but a servant 
works for another’s welfare. And so the highest 
title that the prophet gives to Israel, Isa. 41:8, 9; 
44:1, 21, and to the Messiah, who should come 
out of Israel, Isa. 42:1; 52:13, is given when he 
represents Jehovah saying, “My servant, my 
chosen.” , ; 

The motto of the Prince of Wales, the heir tq 


” 


the English throne, is “I serve, 
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The age of kings who “rule,” but do not 
“serve” their people is, we trust, drawing to a 
close. No divine sanction can be claimed for a 
life of idleness, nor for a life of arrogant selfish- 
ness. 

Plan for Our Meeting. 

Have some one read some stanzas from Van 
Dyke’s poem on labor, 

Topics for discussion. What constitutes pleas- 
urable work? What are the rewards of work? 


Thoughts on the Theme, 

A young girl expressed her sympathy with the 
elder brother in the parable of the prodigal son, 
whom she thought hardly treated because “he 
had been obliged to stay at home and work, while 
the other boy had been off having a good time!”’ 
It took some questions and some suggestions to 
make her recall that both sons had worked, the 
elder under the best circumstances,—and if he 
had not had as many rewards as he might have 
had, it was because he had not taken them— 
that work in itself was not an affliction but a 

pleasure, 
5 * * %* 

A speaker in a public meeting said that her 
idea of heaven was “a place where one could do 
congenial, successful work without getting 
tired.’”’ Note the three characteristics, work that 
one likes to do, work that comes out all right, 
work that does not leave one exhausted. 

* * * 

Ex-President Roosevelt, the chief exponent of 
“the strenuous life,’ said once while he was in 
the White House, that he “liked his job.” In 
cele fields, happy is the man who “likes his 
ca . * * * 

A leader of men was asked to “speak a word” 
to a group of young men by way of educating 
and inspiring them toward success in life. To 
the amazement of the audience, he followed the 
instructions literally. He spoke one word, and 
then sat down. The work sunk deep—was true 
to life. It was the one word—‘Work!” 

One word that summed up success. 

One word that means the difference between 
winning and losing.—Epworth Herald. 

* * * 


One thing I am resolved upon: I will not be 
a sponge or a parasite. I will give an honest 
equivalent for what I get. I want no man’s 
money for which I haven’t rendered a full return. 

I want no wages that I haven’t earned. If I 
work for any man, or any company, or any in- 
staitution, I will render a full, ample, generous 
service. If I work for the city, or the state, or 
the nation, it shall have my best thought, my 
best effort, my most conscientious and efficient 
endeavor. 

No man, no body of men, shall ever be made 
poorer by their dealings with me; if I can give a 
little more than I get every time,.in that shall 
be my happiness. The great commonwealth of 
human society shall not be the loser through me, 
I will take good care to put into the common 
ae more than I take out.—Washington Glad- 

en. 

No man is born into the world whose work is 
not born with him. There is always work, and 
tools to work withal, for those who will; and 
blessed are the horny hands of toil._—James Rus- 
sell Lowell. 


Il. sTuDY. 
Proy, 1:2-6; 1 Tim.) 4:13-16; 2) Tim. 22155 3°14-17. 
Expository Notes, 

One section of the Hebrew Scriptures is termed 
the “Wisdom Literature.” Of this the book of 
Proverbs is the chief. Wisdom stands, in the 
first nine chapters of Proverbs, not only for what 
we call secular knowledge, but also for religious 
as well. 

We may take this introductory paragraph, in 
which the writer gives the aim of his book, as 
a statement of the reasons for our topic, of the 
aims sought by study. All over the land this 
month boys and girls, young men and young 
women, are opening textbooks, entering class- 
rooms, to gain “wisdom and instruction,” or as 
we say, wisdom and knowledge, 

One might say that knowledge in the raw ma- 
terial which, assimilated and used rightly, pro- 


es wisdom. The first thing the wise man 
outa have his student consider is wise dealing, | 
which phrase he amplifies as righteousness, Jus- 
tice and equity. He piles up words of allied 
meanings to produce the effect of emphasis. 
What would it mean to our nation, if the youths 
who are to be the future employers, manufac- 
turers and business men, were seriously to con- 
sider the problems of business equity? — What 
might it mean if they entered upon their a 
with a high ideal of justice to those employed? 
What if labor men considered this duty to keep 
a contract and to give an honest equivalent for 
wages? i 

The Wise man exhorts his 
attaining wisdom, discernment, prudence, and 
discretion. These are not knowledge, but the re- 
flex results of study, the results of mental train- 
ing. The man who has been taught to think, to 
weigh arguments, to test conclusions, is the man 
who will not be carried off his feet by fallacious 
theories—the man who can come to a wise de- 
cision in a sudden crisis. The youth of today 
needs the ability to study a subject through to 
the bitter end. No hasty glance, no sparrow-like 
peck will solve the problems that will come be- 
fore this rising generation when they have their 
day of controlling the world. Thoroughness 
and accuracy have always been in demand, but 
more now than ever before. : 

High positions in the business world are wait- 
ing for the man who knows all about the 
business, its methods and its possibilities, But 
these results demand time and determination 
and patience and persistance. Knowledge is 
power, and the world waits for the man who 
knows. 

Paul in his letters to his beloved Timothy ad- 
vises him with special emphasis to continue 
earnstly his preparations for his life-work. He 
is to give heed to “reading” and also to “teach- 
ing’. So Timothy stands out as a student and 
also teacher. So what Paul says to Timothy 
applies to preachers and Sunday School teachers. 
And evidently Paul believes in careful and 
thorough preparation. He urges Timothy to 
“sive heed,” “to be diligent in these things,” to 
Bive himself ‘wholly to them,” and to “continue” 
doing so, And the result that Paul sees from 
this course is that Timothy will be a “workman 
needing not to be ashamed,” a “man of God, 
complete, furnished completely to every good 
work.” An ideal worth toiling for! 

Plan for Our Meeting. 

Topics for discussion, What should one study? 
(Science, literature, history, business, civics, 
history of the Christian church, the Bible itself.) 
Why should one study? (What results may be 
obtained?) When should one study? How can 
one find time for study? 

Thoughts on the Theme. 

Every soundly-converted Christian man is ex- 
horted to stir up the gift of God that is in him. 
But how shall he do it? Not simply by com- 
manding himself to be stirred up, but by coming 
into contact with eternal truths, glowing ideals, 
and the holy examples, notably of Christ the 
Redeemer and Guide, and secondarily of pious 
men and women of all ages who have left on 
record some instructive commentary on God’s 
Word, or who have lived under the very shadow 
of His throne, 

God will finally judge every man by his own 
best, not by the best which somebody else could 
and should have become. In eastern Galicia, the 
story goes, there once lived a wonderful rabbi, 
a man of great shrewdness as well as of honesty 
and purity of life. Rabbi Meir was his name, 
and he was wont to say to himself: “When I 
am brought before the judgment seat of my 
Creator and He asks me, ‘Why have you not been’ 
a Moses?’ I will calmly answer, ‘Lord, because I 
am only Meir!’ When God asks again, ‘Why have 
you not been a Rabbi Akiba?’ I will reply, ‘Lord, 
because I am only a Meir?’ But when God asks 
me, ‘Why have you not been a Meir?’ what can 
I answer?’ This will be the ultimate demand 
made of every one: Why have you not, whatever 
be your name, been the best possible man for 
you to develop into? You are not expected to 
be Moses, Daniel or Paul, but your own best self, 
Nothing other, nothing less, than that will 
satisfy either God or your conscience. 


—Zion’s Herald 


student to aim at 
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, 


In a memorial adress for a teacher recently 
deceased, it was said:—‘He was a great teacher. 

He was positively impatient with any sort of 
Slipshod work. He was the most exacting of 
men, because for him accuracy was a Christian 
virtue. He was a fine combination of the exact- 
ing and the inspiring. He made one feel that 
learning was one of the greatest instruments of 
Christian service and that truth was among 
oye most priceless possessions of the human 

ce, 

He was able to make sin and carelessness look 
ugly, and he was able to make righteousness 
and conscientiousness seem things to be desired. 

This an ideal for a Sunday School teacher. 

The United States commissioner of education 
has recently sent out a circular letter to the pre- 
paratory and high schools of the country urging 
them to present to their graduates the obliga- 
tion resting upon them to “prepare’—that is, 
by further education to make themselves “fit” 
for whatever business the future may have in 
store for them. The temptation to leave school 
and college to enter commercial life will be 
tenfold stronger this year than ever before, but 
for the best interests of the individual, the 
community, and the nation, the temptation must 
be resisted. The country will need trained men 
for responsible positions—men who can think 
clearly and without bias—in the future just as 
much as it needs them now; and who thinks 
we are too well at present? 

It is the plain duty of young people to make 
the most of their talents and to secure the best 
possible education open to them. It is the 
opportunity of pastors, teachers, and all who 
exert influence upon our youth, to urge them to 
stick to their studies, to take the long look 
ahead, and to deny themselves, if necessary, in 
order to continue their academic work and 
secure the equipment and training that will be 
indespensable to the most useful service in the 
days to come. 

_A. W. Harris, Secretary of the Board of Educa- 
tion of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
oo * * 


lii Play. 
Me 225 Mark: 6%. 31. 
Expositor Notes. 

If ‘‘work” and “study” are two sides of life, 
the third side must be “play.” The more ear- 
estly one has engaged in the first two, the more 
need he has to turn heartily to the third. 

Modern educators have discovered that play 
is not a waste of time for children and youth, 
but a means of education and development. To 
the observant eye of parent or teacher the boy 
in play displays his tastes and capacities, so that 
his life-work may be wisely chosen. The “team- 
work” of games rubs off the too sharp corners 
of personality, and gives a training in the art 
of living and working with others, a necessary 
factor in either business or home life. 

The Christians in every community should 
make it their business to see that the youth of 
that community have safe opportunities for 
clean and wholesome play. It is a God-given 
instinct, necessary to the complete development 
of body, mind and soul. 

The same idea, carried out in different forms 
is as necessary to adult life. The healthful 
influence of play on the growth and develop- 
ment of normal life, is equally necessary to its 
preservation. Only for adults we dignify it 
with the more elaborate name of “recreation.” 

The two phases of play for adults are sug- 
gested by the Scripture passages—relaxation 
and rest. 

In the American Revision the Hebrew adage 
is, “A cheerful heart is a good medicine.” This 
is the truth that lies back of all that is useful 
in Christian Science. But it is not new. Physi- 
cians have known it and acted upon it for 
many decades, A hearty laugh has put to flight 
many a demon-of disease and despair. But 
mirth may be compared to drugs, as the Hebrew 
has wisely done, not only in curative qualities 
but also because what is a helpful medicine in 
moderate doses is in too large quantities often 
a poison. ’ 

Not only in the usual vacation season, but 
at intervals during the year, so we need the ad- 
monition to “rest awhile.” More frequent out- 


Prov. 


ings, varied according to the season, would 
keep many a boy and girl upon the farm. 

It is significant that it is in the gospel of 
Mark—the gospel written for the Roman, who 
knew more of the strenuous life than other 
ancients, the gospel that shows the rush and 
crowds about Jesus, the gospel whose favorite 
word is straightway, the gospel that has been 
called the American gospel—that we find pre- 
served this thoughtful advice of Jesus to his 
disciples, “Come ye yourselves apart into a 
desert place and rest awhile.” 

Of all persons, house-mothers most need this 
advice. So much of their work is necessary, 
so many unavoidable interruptions are theirs,— 
and so often their work is unnecessary—that 
they need the gospel of rest and relaxation and 
recreation more than others, 

Urge women to cultivate the ability to see 
the funny side of things, to have family fes- 
tivals and holidays, to live the simple life more, 
and above all to rest before they reach the 
breaking point. 


Plan for Our Meeting. 


Topics for discussion. Amusements, proper 
and improper. The need of relaxation and recrea- 
tion. The ‘gospel of cheerfulness.” Our church’s 
responsibility for the opportunities of “safe and 
sane” play in our community. How to find time 
for rest and recreation. 

Thoughts on the Theme. 
The precept of Susanna Wesley is of perma- 


nent and fundamental value: “Whatever 
weakens your reason; whatever impairs the 
tenderness of your conscience; whatever ob- 


scures your sense of God, and whatever increa- 
ses the strength and authority of your body 
over your mind that thing to you is wrong, 
however innocent it may be in itself.” 

* 


If we mothers only knew what a very im- 
portant position we have, we would often be 
better able to fill it. Experience has taught me 
not to undertake too much at one time, When 
we are rushed with work the children are sure 
to come with questions and what a little help 
here and there, If we then turn them away we 
will regret it very much afterward, and would 
give almost anything to bring that moment back 
again, but it is gone never to return, Let us 
be sure to always be ready to help our children 
with all their little troubles. Their after life de- 
pends so much on their material training. Surely. 
no true Christian mother has any time tobe idle, 
nor to think of neighbors’ faults, etc. But her 
mind will be filled with good and noble thoughts, 

‘ave high ideas and expect much from 
her children. 

ft us be less concerned about our house- 
work and more about our children. The one 
lasts only for time, the other for eternity. 
Children naturally like to have fun and I believe 
there is nothing that does them more good than 
to have real fun with mother. [In place of 
nagging and scolding and saying, “Don’t do 
this,’ just take time to have a little fun with 
them and they will be ready for work. Reading 
some good books or easy parts of the Bible to 
them in the evening, even if they are old enough 
to read for themselves, means much to them 
bécause it is mother that reads.—Mrs. S. S. 
Yoder in the Gospel Herald. 


When Theodore L. Cuyler was in England, he 
and Charles Spurgeon went into the country for 
a holiday together, At some experience they 
laughed heartily. A moment later Mr. Spurgeon 
turned to Doctor Cuyler. “Theodore,” he said, 
“let us kneel down and thank God for laughter.” 
And there on the green carpet of the grass, un- 
der the trees, two of the world’s greatest men 
knelt and thanked the dear Lord for the bright, 
joyous gift of laughter. 

It is not a small gift, this gift of laughter. It 
is a true proverb that “he who laughs oftenest 
lives longest.’’ Where true, heartfelt laughter 
is, there can be no evil, no worry, and no wicked 
thoughts. For in themselves such things de- 
stroy the very qualities that tend to light-heart- 
edness. It is impossible to laugh happily with 
a troubled conscience. And the laughter of the 
evil-minded is as harsh and as unpleasant as 
are their scowls and imprecations, 
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Laughter helps in many ways to make the old 
world better. It makes us more loving, more 
charitable toward others, more sincere in our ef- 
forts to help those who are in need, more useful 
to those who come in contact with us, more 
ambitious to prove ourselves of value to the 
world, more helpful, more kind, more healthy, 
and consequently more efficient, and more 
thoughtful of the Giver of all good and loving 
gifts.——The Presbyterian. 


IV. WORSHIP. 
Psalm 61. 
Expository Notes, 

Let us think of worship in the broadest sense, 
including confession of sin, meditation upon the 
higher things, attendance upon church services, 
a vision of God, thanksgiving for past mercies, 
supplication for future favors, communion with 
God. All these are implied in these words of 
the Hebrew psalmist. Then we include in our 
thought the action which follows as a natural 
result of these states of mind, for men can wor- 
ship God in deeds as well as in thoughts and 
words. 

One of the things most needed in this rushing, 
material age is a sense of the presence of God. 
If we could but put into our lives a realization 
of the presence of God as a constant background 
to all our activities, what a difference it might 
make to us! .This demands a fixing of our 
thoughts on divine things, and an opening of our 
minds to the divine influences which come to us. 

We need knowledge of God, of his character, 
of his desires and purposes for man; we need a 
knowledge of God’s Word—his revelation to us 
of himself and his purposes; we need united 
prayer and thought in the public service of the 
church. Meditation, Bible study, prayer, all 
these enter into worship. 

Plan for Our Meeting. 

Topics for discussion. Elements of worship. 
The necessity of worship for man. The results 
upon man of worship. 


Thoughts on the Theme. 

But we need to remember that growth like 
life is not independent of its environment. The 
means of growth must be used if we are to at- 
tain Christlikeness. What are these means? 
They are chiefly three—Prayer, Bible Study, and 
Worship—angd all three are forms of fellowship. 
In prayer we have personal intercourse with God 
the Spirit. In Bible study we have fellowship 
with the holiest souls of the past. In worship 
“we have fellowship with living Christians, fel- 
low-pilgrims with the same desires and hopes. 
And in worship and prayer the Scriptures and 
Christian fellowship reach their highest expres- 
sion and liberate the fullest power of God in the 
soul. Worship, when every heart is attuned to 
the Spirit, is truly inspired. It is in very truth, 
when most sincere and spiritual, the gate of 
heaven to our souls. Through it blows the 
breath of God that lifts our souls to him. With- 
out its holy rest we could not grow as we might 
—S, S. Chronicle. ; 

* * * 

No great prophet or great Christian without 
a great vision. We never see self right till we 
see God right. 

* * 

Is there a lesson here for us much needed in 
this age so much more given to fierce activity 
than to quiet meditation, to doing rather than 
thinking? Contemplation and prayer and wor- 
ship are largely ruled out of the program these 
days. There is far too little of self-abasement, 
self-effacement, self-surrender. People seem to 
forget that no deep, strong character is formed 
by mere bustle, that stillness is an essential pre- 
liminary to any important achievement.—Zion's 
Herald. 


The Word of The Truth 


A Digest of the detached Truths of the New Testa- 
ment which enables you to instantly and accurately 
know the Will of God in any particular. Delivered 
for $1.00; or description on request. 


The Truth Publishing Foundation, Eufzula, Ala 


But vision and worship are not for one’s self 
alone, not for selfish enjoyment. In this psalm 
the writer’s prayers, vows and praises all end 
in a very practical conclusion—all these are 
“that I may daily perform my vows.” 


NEW MODEL OF TYPEWRITER STAND. 


A new model of the “Satellite’ typewriter 
stand has just been placed on the market by the 
Adjustable Table Company, of Grand Rapids, 
Mich. This model has all of the advantageous 
features of the old one, with the improvement 
that the base has been changed to make it more 
rigid and the leg supports so arranged as to 
afford a convenient resting place for the feet 
of the operator. ‘ 

The ‘Satellite’ idea is to hold just the type- 
writer in the most convenient position for use 
in connection with a roll or flat top desk. It is 
claimed to have an advantage over other type- 
writer tables in that it does not in any way 
infringe upon the desk room and always gives 
an operator the clear and unbroken writing 
“bed” in the center of the desk. When the ma- 
chine is not in use, stand and all can be pushed 
aside and still be within finger-tip reach, when 
needed. ; 

The stand is mounted on easy roller bearing 
casters. An important feature is the adjustment 
device. This is said to have demonstrated itself 
as a wonderful time and labor-saver, and is one 
of the chief reasons why the article is being 
used by a large number of big corporations. The 
adjustment device enables an operator toe place 
the keyboard of the machine at exactly the 
proper height for most efficient work, 


FLAG RAISING. 


Seeing your reference to “Flag Raising,” I 
thought I would report one we had here. Two 
young men, brothers, presented to the church a 
magnificent all-wool bunting flag 8x14 feet. A 
class of young men in the Bible School took up 
subscriptions and secured a fine 35 foot steel 
pole surmounted by a gilded globe. This was 
set in concrete in the parking in front of the 
church. On Decoration Day as several thousand 
people engaged in the parade to the cemetery, 
a halt was, made in front of the church, the 
school children forming in front nearest the 
pole, the old veterans, the Relief Corps, Volun- 
teers, and civilians, etc. As the flag was being 
raised by one of the oldest Civil War veterans, 
assisted by four high school Boy Scouts, the 
school children, led by the director of music, 
sang two verses of the “Star Spangled Banner,” 
accompanied by the Military Band. This was 
followed by the salute to the Flag by all the 
children and Boy Scounts: “I pledge allegiance 
to my flag and to the Republic for which it 
stands—one nation, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.” This was followed by a prayer 
of dedication by the pastor. 

Yours sincerely, 
Donald M. Grant, 
Oelwein, Ia. 


THE LITTLE BIBLE FOR SOLDIERS. 

Fifteen Bible chapters and portions, three of 
them, Ten Commandments, Lord’s Prayer and 
Twenty-third Psalm, in French and English, 
make up an inexpensive gift for soldiers, con- 
venient for their pockets. 12 for 20c, 100 for 
$1.50. P. C. and H. L. Barton, Caxton Bldg., 
Cleveland, Qhio. 


FREE! ‘‘So-Handy’’ Sewing Bag 
To Your LADIES AID; 


Thousands of Societies have 
earned big money with the 
“BUCK” line of utilities. Why 
\ not yours? We make the wire 


opt 
y Lia 


RACINE WIRE WORKS, Dept. E Racine, Wis. 
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HOMILETIC DEPARTMENT 


BEST OF RECENT SERMONS 
Rev. John H. Jowett, D. D., Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman, D. D., Rev. Claud Allen McKay 


THE MINISTRY OF SOLITUDE 
REV. JOHN HENRY JOWETT, D. D. 


Text: “I am not alone, because the Father 

is with me.”—John 16:32. 

What special circumstances were they which 
made our Lord seek the ministry of solitude? If 
I can only find out when the Master sought the 
restoring influence of solitude, it may indicate 
to me the times when I should find the strength- 
ening and the calming influence of solitude in 
my own life. 


Jesus of Nazareth was always hearing bad 


news. The story of the world’s sin and 
woes was forever being poured into His 
sympathetic ears. But I think that if I 


wished to point out one day darker than an- 
other, I should select that day when the dis- 
ciples of John, stunned, bewildered, broken- 
~ hearted, came and told the Christ that they had 
just been burying their murdered and head- 
less leader. Jesus of Nazareth loved John the 
Baptist. He loved him for his fidelity, for his 
humility, for his magnificent subordination of 
himself to the purpose of his mission. And now 
this faithful friend has been foully butchered! 
And the story of the great tragedy is told so 
simply. “And John’s disciples came, and took 
up the body and buried it, and went and told 
Jesus.” How will he receive the terrible news? 
I am reverently curious to know how this Jesus 
will encounter sad news in the shape of a 
great affliction. “When Jesus heard of it * * * * 
he departed thence into a desert place apart.” 
The first thing He did was to seek to be alone. 
When this cold burden of sorrow touched His 
heart, immediately He sought to be alone with 
God. 

In all sorrow, much company is burdensome. 
Silence is never so golden as when we are in 
the presence of a soul whose trouble is new. 
Let us never forget that there is a silent sym- 
pathy whose healing influence may be only 
broken and disturbed by speech. The newly 
wounded spirit longs for silence, and so longs 
to be alone. 

But all solitude is not full of angel minis- 
tries. All loneliness has not healing in its 
wings. There is a loneliness which is only a 
haunt of fears, the parent of a morbid moodi- 
ness and melancholy, drying up the very springs 
of endeavor and hope. If in sorrow you seek 
to be alone with yourself, then solitude will 
prove to be a place of terrible drought. Jesus 
of Nazareth sought to be alone with the Father, 
and the thirsty land became springs of water. 
“I am alone, yet not alone, the Father is with 
me.” Seek to be alone with God, and sorrow 
will change its color; across the storm-cloud 
you shall see the rainbow covenant of hope. 

I. Now, what does a man gain by seeking 
solitude with God when he encounters a great 
sorrow? Well, you know how it is when some 
great affliction visits a home in the shape of a 


business calamity or the stroke of death. Does 
it not feel as if the whole family structure is 
shaken, and that all things are mingled in blind 
confusion? I know nothing more terribly pain- 
ful than that sense of bewilderment which fol- 
lows the first shock of some great affliction, 
when the mind staggers, and all things appear 
confused and without a plan. It seems as if all 
things had been shaken to their very center. 
That is the moment to follow the Master’s ex- 
ample, and seek to be alone with God. Why? 
To look at the foundations. “The things that 
are seen” may appear to be reeling, but “the 
foundations of God stand sure.” Go into the 
secret place, and see them. Get alone with God, 
that you may see the unseen and the eternal. 
That is the gracious ministry of consecrated 
solitude; it gives the bewildered soul assurance. 
It nourishes the pregnant faith that God is in 
heaven, all’s well with the world. Out-of that 
assurance there comes the resignation which it- 
self is spiritual power. 


We have not been told anything of those lone- 
ly communions which our Savior had with the 
Father; but I think we may infer the character 
of them from what we learn elsewhere. Our 
Savior was more than once overheard in prayer, 
and snatches of His communion have been pre- 
served for us. And this was the burden of them 
all: “Thy will be done!” When the cross of life 
was very heavy, He went apart, communed with 
the Father, saw the sure foundations, gained as- 
surance himself, resigned himself anew and 
came forth again clothed with superlative ra- 
diance and power. I would ask you, then—you 
upon whom trouble may fall tomorrow—to re- 
member the example of your Master, who en- 
countered a great sorrow by first of all going 
into a place apart, that there He might be as- 
sured of His Father’s presence and sovereignuy, 
and by the assurance resign himself to the 
Father’s will. 

II. Let us now take another occasion in His 
life when our Saviour sought the ministry of 
solitude. ‘And it came to pass in thase days 
that He went out into a mountain te pray, and 
coutinued all night in prayer cto God.’ And 
why? “And when it was day He called uuto 
him His disciples, and of them~He chose 
twelve.” Here is the connection—a whole night 
spent in mountain solitude, alone with the 
Father, before making a great choice in the se- 
lection of twelve men. Jesus of Nazareth went 
into solitude before makiug great decisions. He 
went apart, into a solitary place, that He might 
mingle His spirit in communion with His 
Father, and so perfect was the communion that 
He was able to say, “I and my Father are one.” 
“The Son can do nothing of himself but what 
he seeth. the Father do”; and with that glorious 
assurance of knowing the Father’s will’ He re- 
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turned from solitude, and with infinite conti- 
dence made His practical decisions. 

Now, you and I are often under the necessity 
of making great decisions, of choosing one road 
from many roads. We have often to take the 
momentous steps in the way of life. We are 
often led up to crises where we know that de- 
cision is pregnant with tremendous issues. How 
do we approach such decisions? Jesus of Naza- 
reth spent a night with God before making a 
great choice, and similar preparation is still 
needed by all who profess to be His own. But 
what is the good of getting apart with God? 
Why not trust one’s own judgment and com- 
mon sense? The Master prayed, that is enough; 
He would not select twelve men out of a hun- 
dred until He spent a lonely night with God. We 
want not merely judgment, but purified judg- 
ment; not merely common sense, but sanctified 
common sense. 

Now, God has promised to give what He calls 
“the spirit of wisdom” to all who seek it. And 
you remember those words of the Apostle 
James: “If any man lack wisdom”—not merely 
bread or shelter—“if any man lack wisdom”— 
ideas, judgment, direction, insight, forsight— 
“let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally.” Wisdom is the gift of God, as well 
as daily bread. He giveth “the spirit of wisdom” 
to man. You are face to face with an emergency 
which calls for practical judgment. You get 
alone, and seek the presence of the Eternal. He 
promises to bestow upon you the spirit of wis- 
dom; that is to say, as you commune with Him 
the whole tone of your spirit will be raised and 
purified, and your capacity of moral dicernment 
and judgment will be quickened and enlarged. 

III. But for you and me there is a further 
consideration, which did not apply to our Lord. 
‘You know it is often the case that defective eye- 
sight arises from enfeebled health. In sickness 
the power of seeing is often impaired, but when 
health returngs the sight is restored. It is not 
otherwise in moral spheres. The moral vision, 
the power of moral discernment and practical 
judgment, is often rendered defective by reason 
of general spiritual sickness and weakness..We 
should have beter judgment if we were better 
men. A sick soul involves an untrue and un- 
certain judgment. Here is the great promise of 
the Father: “I will restore health unto thee.” 
He restores our health, and so our sight; our 
souls, and so our judgment. He gives us the 
spirit of wisdom by giving us the health of His 
countenance. He takes the dimness out of our 


eyes by removing the sickness out of our souls. - 
He gives us power to judge and to discern by, 
giving us power to be pure. “The meek will He 
guide in judgment.” That is what isolation 
with God accomplishes. It raises the spirit 
into the partaking of the Divine Spirit, and so 
into the knowledge of the divine purpose and 
will. The way to healthy judgment is by the 
road of spiritual health, and spiritual health is 
gained by communion with the great Father of 
spirits, our Maker and our God. 


Now, I think it requires no argument to prove 
that.a man will approach a great crisis and trial 
of judgment in altogether greater fitness and 
readiness, if he comes to it from the immediate 
presence of his God. In that lonely communion 
he will have received what the prophet so 
beautifully describes as “the strength of still- 
ness,” that strange, quieting of the spirit which 
is the very secret of confidence and power. The 
man who approaches a decision in “the strength 
of stillness”—a stillness occasioned by his com- 
munion in the secret place—may implicitly trust 
His judgment, and step out without fear. But 
how often we make our decision independently 
of God and of heaven! How often we make our 
choice—a choice full of consequence—without 
any resorting to the secret place! Take the de- 
termination as to our calling and vocation in 
life. How rarely is that great decision preceded 
by a season of isolation with God? We know 
that Jesus Christ spent a night with God be- 
fore deciding as to who were to be the twelve; 
may we not believe that He spent a night with 
the Father before deciding to be a carpenter? 
I dare say we should all agree that a man ought 
to get apart with his God, and linger there long 
before he finally decides as to whether he ought 
to be a minister. But are we all agreed that 
he should do so before he decides to be a gro- 
cer or a merchant? Is it a matter of indifference 
what some decide to be? May some men fall into 
their calling by chance and haphazard, while 
others must go to the secret place to seek the 
guidance of their God? 


Let us settle it that no man’s lot is so indif- 
ferent that it can be left to the arbitrament of 
chance. Every man’s vocation in life must be 
sought and accepted as the will of God; itis a 
post of honor, where we are to represent our 
King. I urge you, then, before making any great 
decision, to get apart with God. In all crises 
calling for critical judgment, let your cry be, 
“Keep Thou my feet.” 


THE BETTER WAY 
REV. J. WILBUR CHAPMAN, D. D. 


Texts—Luke 15:12. “Give me.” 
Luke 15:19. “Make me.” 

My text is composed of four words. These 
four words are found in the parable of the 
Prodigal Son. The first two suggest darkness, 
for the one who speaks is self-willed, and to be 
self-willed is to drift inevitably into increasing 
gloom. The second two words are the begin- 
ning of glory; for the one who speaks has 
passed out of the experience of self-will and 
stands at the threshold of a life lived with the 
surrendered will, and this always means in- 
expressible joy. The first two words are the 


outbreak of an inward condition, and the one 
who uses the expression is headed toward 
shame. The second two words are the climax 
of serious thought, and the one who is speaking 
has turned squarely about in his way of think- 
ing and living, and his recovery is inspiring in- 
deed. 


It is‘a wonderful group of parables which we. 
find in the fifteenth chapter of St. Luke’s gospel, 
and it is well to remember that these parables 
were spoken in answer to a sneer. The enemies 
of Jsus beheld Him moving about in the midst 
of the crowds, talking to this one, helping the 


1028 


one who was in need of help, and sometimes 
sitting down to eat with those whose lives were 
marred and hurt by sin, and they said: “This 
man receiveth sinners and eateth with them.” 
Misunderstanding His mission they sought to 
accuse Him of being one of the people with 
whom He associated. 


When His enemies would not understand Him, 
He spoke of them these wonderful words found 
in the parables of the Lost Sheep, the Lost Piece 
of Money, and the Prodigal Son. There is noth- 
ing finer in language than these parables which 
Jesus used. Here is inspiration for the 
preacher; for we have a picture of God seeking 
the lost, restoring that which is out of posi- 
tion, and welcoming back the wanderer who has 
sinned against His love. 

Here is hope for the sinner; for when the 
prodigal comes to himself, and in uter wretched- 
ness determines to go back to his father’s house, 
he is met with a welcome, saluted with a kiss, 
clothed with a robe, shod with shoes to protect 
his bleeding feet, has the ring placed on his 
finger, and is taken back again to the home 
from which, in self-will, he has turned away. 


Here is a suggestion of that music of heaven 
which is always heard when the wanderer 
comes home. There is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over repenting sinners: for 
the shepherd rejoices, the woman is made glad, 
and the father calls in his friends and neighbors 
to rejoice with him, because the lost is found. 


Of the three parables, the third is the most 
wonderful. It is the most wonderful numeric- 
ally. The first parable suggests a loss of one 
in a hundred, for one sheep had gone astray 
and ninety-nine were in the fold. The second 
parable suggests a loss of one in ten, for the 
woman has ten pieces of silver and misses one 
of them. The third parable suggests a loss of 
half of all that the father possessed, for he had 
two sons, and one of them went away from his 
home in wilful wandering. ° 


It is also to be remembered that the first loss 
may be replaced, for the shepherd could buy 
another sheep. The second loss could be ex- 
plained for if this piece of silver lost was a part 
of the betrothal gift which was made to the 
woman when she became a bride, as some have 
supposed, she could have explained to her hus- 
band that, through no carelessness of her own, 
the piece of silver was gone. But the third is 
too great to be replaced, too crushing to be ex- 
plained; for al! that the old father can do is to 
ery out with a sob, “My son! My son!” 

I. What a picture is here presented of the 
way God deals with the sinners! When the 
sheep is lost the shepherd goes seeking, and 
seeks until he finds it. When the coin is lost, 
the woman sweeps the house until the lost is 
found; but when the boy is lost, the father can 
only sit still in the house and suffer. He must 
not send his servant to bring the boy back. He 
cannot even go himself to plead with him to re- 
turn; for had the boy come back unchanged, 
he would have been a prodigal still; so the 
father waits until the boy is willing, and then 
he goes forth to meet him. 

So our Father cannot save us against our 
wills, but the moment we are willing, though 
our sins may have been like scarlet, he will re- 
ceive us, and our sins may be blotted out. 


The prodigal was free to gO away, and he 
was also free to come back, and so he said in 
the first text, “Give me.” This is the climax of 
self will and of a life of disobedience; but when 
he has sinned grievously, and his heart is well 
nigh broken, he has the power to say “Make 
me,” and he starts back again to a life of peace 
and happiness. 


If you have the power to choose evil—and of 
course you have—you have also the power to 
choose that which is good; and when you choose 
the good, which finds its climax in Jesus Christ 
as a personal Saviour, the cords of sin will be 
broken and the light of glory will begin to flood 
your soul. 


Tired of the restraints of home, and of the 
watchfulness of his father’s eye, the younger 
son determined to see the world for himself, and 
so he said, ‘Give me.” And that is the starting 
point of all evil. 


According to the Jewish law of inheritance, 
if there were two sons, the elder must receive 
two portions, and the younger a third of all the 
property. The younger son was entitled by law 
to his share. He had no right, however, to 
claim it during his father’s lifetime. “And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the portion of goods that falleth to me.’ 
And he divided unto them his living. And not 
many days after, the younger son gathered all 
together, and took his journey into a far coun- 
try, and there wasted his substance with riotous- 
living.” 

II. The down grades of life are generally 
steep and short and this prodigal boy plunged 
into the depths very quickly. The expression, 
“wasted his substance with riotous living,” 
literally means “throwing one’s substance away 
in madness.” When you give this request which 
he made of his father its spiritual significance, 
it is the expression of a man’s desire to be © 
independent of God and to lay out his life ac- 
cording to his own will. It is also the expres- 
sion of the desire of one who wishes to take the 
ordering of his life into his own hands. 

“When the evil of the world is tracked to its 
source,” it will be found that it has its start in 
self-will, and this prodigal boy is a picture of 
all who have made life a failure. He is also a 
picture of one who feels no sense of obligation 
to God, who treats God as a convenience, who 
believes in Him or not as he pleases, who ac- 
cepts His blessings without saying, “Thank 
you,” who lives his life without prayer, who has 
no thought of gratitude for the power of vision, 
for perfect health, for an unbroken family cir- 
cle, and for all that makes life worth while. 

This boy is also a picture of one who has no 
recognition of the rights of others; of one who 
lives a life of pure selfishness; who never stops ,, 
for a moment to lift another’s burden or wipe 
away another’s tears; who thanks God that he: 
is not as other men are, and is entirely un- 
mindful of the fact that all that is good in his, 
life he owes to some one else, and for. all the 
protection of his life he is indebted to God. 

Somebody has said that hell is selfishness set 
on fire. Sin has been described as the wrong 
use of a man’s passions or powers given to him 
of God that they might be used for His glory, 
and supposed to be held in sacred trust. 

III. The true life can never be lived until the 
selfish prayer, “Give me,” gives way to the bet- 
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ter prayer. “Mzske me.” When the prodigal was 
once awakened he was willing to begin at the 
very bottom of the ladder and climb up. He was 
ready to take the position of a third servant if 
only he could be once more in the presence of 
his father. 

It is the lesson we all must learn before we 
can be what God would have us be. If I am 
willing, God can do for me the following great 
things: He can not only make me clean, but 
he can keep me clean. -A mother permits her 
child to go forth to play in the morning, and 
the child returns at noon with hands soiled and 
garments unclean. The mother has told her 
child to keep clean, and the child meant to do 
so, but could not. But if the mother could have 
placed her spirit within the child, so that he 
would have not only the desire but the power 
to keep clean, that would have been far better. 
This is exactly what God will do for me, if I 
place myself in his hands. He will both com- 
mend and equip; he will set before me the ideal 
and give me strength to reach it. He can make 
me triumphant in the time of tribulation. 

He can make us to be filled with peace in the 
time of conflict. Peace is the opposite of con- 
tention. It is the opposite of strife and unrest. 
It is what the world cannot give, neither take 
away. It belongs to us when we are living in 
fellowship with him. 

He can make us victorious in the time of sor- 
row; our burdens may be heavy, but they can- 
not crush us; tears may be hot, but they can- 
not blind us; the storms may be severe, but the 
harbor is near at hand; the night may be dark, 
but the morning cometh. 

These experiences always belong to the one 
whose times are in God’s hands. 

Iv. As a matter of fact, the prodigal really 
did not say ‘Make me” when he came into his 
father’s presence. He only thought that he 
would say it, but that is good enough; for if one 
be willing, God will do the rest. ‘For if there 
be first a willing mind, it is accepted according 
to that a man hath, and not according to that 
he hath not.” 


His vision was interrupted when he reached , 
his father’s presence, and interrupted just at. 
the right point. He willed to go away, now he 
wills to come back; and that is all that is re- 
quired. “And he arose, and came to his father. 
But when he was yet a great way off, his father . 
saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell 
on his neck and kissed him. And the son said 
unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son. But the father said to his ser- 
vants. Bring forth the best robe, and put it on 
him; and put a ring on his hand and shoes on 
his feet.” 


V. All that God ‘requires is your will, and He 
cannot. save you until you are willing; neither 
can he bless you so long as you are in any 
sense rebellious. 


He will not require of you that which is dis- 
agreeable. If my child should give me the 
privilege of ordering her life for a day, I would 
make her day a very happy one. “Like as a 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth* 
them that fear him.” We shall be filled with joy 
just in proportion as we allow him to choose 
for us, and just in proportion as we walk care- 
fully in the way He marks out before us. 


The only life that is worth while is that which 
is lived in harmony with the will of God. If you 
are in the darkness, the darkness will become 
light around: you when you say, “Not my will, 
but thine, be done.” If you are bearing bur- 
dens, you will find the burden lifted, or you will 
find yourself equipped with strength to bear it 
easily, when you say “‘Not my will, but thine, 
be done.” If the night is dark about you, you 
will find stars of hope appearing, or you will 
have given to you songs in the night, which 
shall be songs of victory, when you say, ‘Not 
my will, but thine, be done.” If you are living 
a life of sin, you will find your sins pardoned 
and put away, forgiven and forgotten of God, 
when you say, “Nay, but I yield, I yield; I can 
hold out no more.” 


THE SIN-SICK HEART 
REV. CLAUD ALLEN McKAY 


Text—‘“Create in 
God.”—Psalm 51:10. 


This old world has a chronic case of heart 
trouble. _. Nobody knows, in the language of 
time, how long the world has suffered from a 
soiled, stained, seared heart. The Genesis story 
says it began with the first family. And who 
would dare say it isn’t a likely story, even if it 
were not told on sacred pages? Adam and his 
family were not such peculiar folks. We, too, 
insist, now and then, on having our own way, 
right or wrong. Self! Sin! Heartache! Are 
not these the signposts man has erected on the 
byways of history? 

1. History shows us her scarred hands and 
her bleeding heart and pleads with us to be- 
ware of the misdeeds of our ancestors. But, 
seemingly we are determined at all costs to find 
some better way than God’s way. There you 
have the cause of the world’s heart troubles. 

Let us look into the case. Can you let your 
heart beat in Adam’s breast as he carries home, 


me a clean heart, O 


that awful night, the lifeless body of his boy, 
Abel? Can you feel the cold fingers of anguish 
that laid hold of Eve’s mother heart when she 
saw, stalking ,into her home, hand in hand 
death and shame? There we have a vivid story 
of the beginning of this old world’s heart 
troubles. Selfishness grown rank produces sin, 
and sin gnaws out the heartstrings and turns 
its music into a wail. How long will men and 
wores think there is a better way. than Goad’s 
way? 


Can you kneel in the sand with Abraham as 
he prays God to spare Sodom if ten righteous 
souls can be found in it—spare it because it 
holds the interests of his friends? “Heart 
trouble” for Abraham was not of his own mak- 
ing, but it was none the less real. Others were 
selfish, and he entered into and shared its bit- 
ter fruit. No one can suffer the penalty of our 
selfishness in our stead, but all our loved ones 
suffer with us. 

Can you wade along the Nile river with poor 
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Jochebed, plucking bulrushes to make a ¢radle 
for her baby boy? Can you feel her heart bleed 
as she sets the little craft afloat to escape the 
sword of the tyrant? Tryanny is but selfishness 
clothed in royal purple and wielding a scepter. 
It makes heart trouble a national epidemic. Do 
the peasants of Germany shoot down the 
peasants of France because they have a 
personal quarrel, or because either one would 
rob the other of his vine or fig tree? Or does 
selfishness make the heart of all Europe bleed? 


Can you go with old Nathan, the prophet, as 
he makes his way along the road to the king’s 
palace, sick at heart and stunned with shame? 
His most prominent parishioner has sinned 
grievously. He has made the Lord’s cause to be 
evil spoken of. Nathan was an innocent by- 
stander, but his heart is pierced by a shaft from 
David’s bow of selfishness. Poor David! No 
wonder he had an unclean heart. He opened his 
heart-door and admitted thoughts that were 
reeking with vileness. They streaked across the 
velvet carpet in his heart’s best chamber. They 
hung pictures on the walls of his heart that he 
wouldn’t have hung on the walls of his library 
for all the gold in the world. No wonder he 
cried out, “A clean heart, O God, create in me a 
clean heart.” 


II. And the sad part of it is that the foot- 
prints David made on the sands of selfishness, 
sensuality and shame have become a beaten 
path! “Many there be that find it.” You can 
ofttimes buy on the bookseller’s shelves for ten 
cents or $1.50 a bock which purposely paints 
on the walls of your heart one or a dozen of 
those vile pictures. Unclean! Unclean! and the 
worst of it is that too often those who are the 
most hopelessly unclean seem to care the least. 

III. But Nathan’s pastoral call was not per- 
functory—it was effective. David, the sinner, 
kneels beside his royal couch. A cloud of re- 
morse and shame is wrapping his soul in gloom 
and despair. He lifts:his head and heart to 
God—to none other can he go. Out of the depth 
of his penitent soul comes a prayer, “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me!” David has properly diag- 
nosed his case. The treatment must begin in 
the heart—the seat of the trouble; there is 
where he is wrong. God is the physician. “Who 
can minister to a mind diseased?” asks Shakes- 
peare in “Macbeth,” and leaves the question 
unanswered. Who indeed can minister to the 
human heart save him who made it the seat of 
our affections and purposes and tuned it to his 
own heart! David’s feet are set on the road to 
recovery. So would be the feet of all the world, 
did we take our uncleanness of heart seri- 
ously. Too many of us ask to be rid of the suf- 
fering our sins have brought upon us, but say 
nothing of being rid of the sin. It is sad to see 
a man troubled for fear he may not be con- 
sidered a gentleman, but not the least concerned 
because he is only a sinner. 


Cain’s crime is too well known and too often 
practiced. Not that there are so many murder- 
ers among us, but there are so many selfish 
hearts! And selfishness is the hotbed of sin. 
Jesus said, “If a man hate his brother,” he has 
the beginnings of murder in his heart. “Out of 
the heart are the issues of life.” Lot’s sin began 
in selfishness. Some one has well said, “You 


could trace Abraham by the altars he built, but 
Lot was a builder of barns.” The man who 
builds more barns than altars is still with us, 
and Lot’s sins are not uncommon. It is all heart 
trouble. Let a man be right within and he will 
very soon do right without. Moses’ childhood 
was in peril because he was a Hebrew—a “for- 
eigner’—a child of an enslaved people. Phar- 
aoh’s selfishness still is with us. It is the heart 
disease that limits our sympathy and service to 
a color line, a national boundary, or a sectar- 
ian shibboleth. 


David’s sin was of the flesh. How common 
yet! A sword never departed from his house. 
Nor has the sword departed from the same sin- 
ners, and their children, today. God’s punish- 
ment for sins of the flesh is terrible. 


Yes, the world has a chronic case of heart 
trouble—an unclean heart and perverted spirit. 
But let us remember that “the world” we have 
been talking about is but an assembly of souls. 
A nation does not sin except as individuals sin 
in or for the nation. A city is not wicked ex- 
cept as the men and women living in the city 
make it wicked by their own sins. . Let us re- 
member that sin is a disease of the human 
heart. We are therefore a part of “the world.” 

IV. The world’s greatest troubles are heart 
troubles. The world’s greatest need is not for 
political reform, nor for social reconstruction, 
nor for natural resources, but for a clean 
heart and a right spirit. A pure heart makes 
a Christian individual. A family of Christians 
makes a Christian home. A group of Chris- 
tians makes a Christian community. Contin- 
gent Christian communities makes a Christian 
nation. And so the world will be Christians. 

But it must begin with your heart and mine. 
Has God a cure? Yes, the same treatment that 
cures a boy’s foot, pierced by an ugly thorn. 

1. First, the thorn must come out. It is for- 
eign and poisonous. We must first be willing to 
quit the evil that makes us weak and evil in 
God’s sight. Unless we put away our evil do- 
ing, we shall neither receive nor deserve God’s 
forgiveness and healing. 

2. Second, the thorn-wound must be cleansed. 
Nothing so helps in that cleansing as tears of 
true repentance—tears of a broken and con- 
trite heart. We may not make public exhibition 
of our repentance. God is more concerned 
whether it be genuine. If it is, “he that seeth 
in secret shall reward you openly.” Then the 
physician binds up the wound, saying, “Now 
nature must heal the wound! I can’t do that 
part.” Nor can we. “Nature” is but the physi- 
cian’s name for the Power that can heal the 
wounded foot. It is the Power that must heal 
our sin-bruised, defiled, seared, fearful, troubled 
and broken-hearts. We nor any rite nor cere- 
mony ,“nor any other creature,” shall be able 
to heal a spiritual wound or disease. 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and re- 
new aright spirit within me’; then “the words 
of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart 
shall be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer.” 


“My wife and I are thinking of chartering a 
yacht for the summer.” ‘‘Won’t that be pretty 
expensive?” “Not as long as we confine our- 
selves to thinking about it.”—Cincinnati En- 
quireer. 
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My five-year-old boy and my three-year-old 
girl were talking. Glenn said, “I’m older than 
you,” and was feeling elated over the fact. Ila, 
who always has a ready reply, said, ‘Well, 
I’m newer than you.’—The Christian Herald. 


A teacher in a mission school in a Scottish 
town gives some answers: which have come 
from childish lips to her Bible questions. Asked 
what Naaman did after washing in the Jordan 
before he returned to his native land, one mite 
gave the obvious answer, “Dry hisself!”’ 

The class was told the story of the little Shu- 
nammite, his sunstroke, and his restoration ‘by 
the prophet, and, wishing to inculeate grati- 
tude, ;the teacher asked what the mother would 
do when she got him back. 

“Pit a bannet on his heid!” shouted a prac- 
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